
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black 5 white) 
Staple to l e f t side- of form 
Photo number 

R o l l 5 frames 9-11 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical featiires. 
Indicate north. ^ . 
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Recorded by B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization Uxbridge H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date May 1981 

Area Form no. 

Town Uxbridge 

Address 147 So<*th Main Stx-eet 
' I 

Histor ic Name fBaza leeT Taf t , ' J r . House 

Use: Original 

Present 

residence 

residence 

Ownership: O PT"ivate individual 
Private organization 

Public 

Original owner Bazalee l T a f t ^ Jr 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1807 

Source H.G. T a f t Biography 

Style F e d e r a l i s t 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior wall fabr ic c lapboard 

Outbui 1 dings one-s torey b r i c k law o f f i c € 

(see separate Form B-#35-51) ' 

Major alterations (with dates) 6/6 sash anc 

Dor ic porch added (19th cen tury) 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage ^^^^ -^^ '̂̂  

Setting loca t ed on major no r th - sou th  

r o u t e ; area west l a r g e l y undeveloped 

f i e l d s and woods; e a s t - r e s i d e n t i a l 

development. 
UTM: Quad BL 19 282910 4660320 

(Staple additional sheets here) 
' - « — a i l -
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Form #35-51 

-A-

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and }• 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The Bazalee l T a f t , J r . House i s an ou ts tanding l o c a l example o f F e d e r a l i s t 
p e r i o d a r c h i t e c t u r e . The house i s a two-s torey t imber - f r ame b u i l d i n g c o n s i s t ­
ing o f a r ec tangu la r p lan main s ec t i on w i t h t w i n i n t e r i o r chimneys and a n o r t h 
e l l . Both sec t ions o f the house r e s t on foundat ions o f hammered g r a n i t e and 
are enclosed by p i t c h e d r o o f s . The facade (east) i s symmet r i ca l , having a t i t s 
center a f i n e F e d e r a l i s t s t y l e doorway c o n s i s t i n g o f a s i x - p a n e l door (sunken 
panels) surmounted by a s e m i - c i r c u l a r transom and framed by f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s . 

•' ' SEE CONTINUATION SHEET ^ ^ • * 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

I n a d d i t i o n to i t s h i g h - q u a l i t y F e d e r a l i s t a r c h i t e c t u r e , the Bazaleel 
T a f t J r . House possesses h i s t o r i c a l a s soc ia t ions w i t h f ou r generat ions o f 
the T a f t f a m i l y . The house was b u i l t i n 1807 by the Hon. Bazalee l T a f t (see 
form #33-53) f o r h i s son B a z a l e e l , J r . (1780-1846), who had graduated f rom 
Harvard Col lege i n 1804 or 1805 and who had been admit ted to the bar around 
1807. Having e s t ab l i shed h i m s e l f as a lawyer i n Uxbr idge , the younger T a f t 
succeeded i n many o f the p o l i t i c a l posts p r e v i o u s l y he ld by h i s f a t h e r . 
B a z a l e e l , J r . served as a s t a t e sena tor , member o f the s t a t e Execut ive Counc i l 
and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o the General Cour t ; i n a d d i t i o n , he was a c t i v e i n the 
es tab l i shment o f the p u b l i c Luna t i c Asylum at Worcester i n the 1830 's . T a f t 
was a l so a c t i v e i n founding the Blackstone N a t i o n a l Bank o f which he was p res ­
i d e n t f rom 1829 u n t i l 1846. , . . . . . 

Upon the death o f Bazalee l T a f t , J r . , the house passed to h i s son Henry 
Gordon T a f t (1832-1903) , who operated a f a r m , owned a hardware business and-
served nea r ly con t inuous ly as a County Commissionerfrom 1876 u n t i l 1903. 
Fo l l owing the death o f H . G . T a f t , the house became the p rope r ty o f George S. 
T a f t (b. 1859) , a lawyer who served as the p r i v a t e sec re ta ry o f U.S. Senator 
George Hoar (1883-1887)^ and as a D i s t r i c t A t to rney (1883-ear ly t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y ) . 

The Bazaleel Taft , Jr. House possesses integri ty of location, design, setting, ' 
materials, workmanship and feeling, as well as his tor ical associations with Bazaleel Taft , 
Jr . , a local attorney and member of one of Uxbridge's most prominent families during the 
nineteenth century. 

The Bazaleel Taft, Jr. House meets criteria A, B and C of the NRHP. " ; '"'A 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES • . , 
Proceedings a t the Meeting o f the T a f t Family a t Uxbr idge , MA, August 12, 1874. 

Uxbr idge: Spencer B r o s . , 1874 pp 44-48 
Blackstone Bank 1925: 24 
Old Home Week Souvenir 1908: no page number (b iographies o f Geo. S. & H . G . T a f t ) 
Chapin 1881: 50-52, 112-115, 172 

^ '̂ '.y "'yyA'"'""'" y . . ' 20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM4ISSI0N 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Canmunity: Fonn No: 

Uxbridge -3-5-51 

Property Name: 
B. Taft Jr. House 

Indicate eadi item on inventory foim vhidi is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE ^ ... ' . , , , " , , 

These p i l a s t e r s support a broken cornice decorated w i t h t r i g l y p h s 
and a pediment w i t h d e n t i l l e d mouldings. Window frames p r o j e c t from the 
facade and a cornice decorated w i t h channels extends the length of the facade, 
An asymmetrical garden facade (south) contains a second entry c o n s i s t i n g of 
a six-panel door surmounted by a transom and framed by f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s sup­
p o r t i n g a pediment. O r i g i n a l sash remains i n the gables (9/6) and on the 
no r t h wing (12/12). Other decorative t r i m c o n s i s t s o f a Doric porch and a 
corn i c e w i t h c h a n n e l l i n g on the east e l e v a t i o n of the north wing. A view of 
the house i n i t s present c o n d i t i o n appears at the border o f the 1855 Map o f 
Uxbridge. Located on the same l o t as t h i s house i s the Bazaleel T a f t Law 
O f f i c e (Form #35-51) . 

OWNER 

Frede r i c k M. and Elmberta Palmer & • , 
South Main St. t • ' . . .v ., • 
Uxbridge, MA 01569 * ' :\ > ' 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black § white) 
Staple to l e f t side-of form 
Photo number 

R o l l 5 frame 12 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location i n relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
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Recorded by B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization Uxbridge H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission ~. 

Date May 1981 

Area Form no. 

Town Uxbridge 

Address 147 South Main S t r ee t 

Historic Name Bazaleel T a f t Law O f f i c e 

Use: Original law o f f i c e 

Present vacant (?) 

Ownership: E3 Pi"ivate individual 
Private organization 

Public 

Original owner Bazalee l T a f t , J r . 

DESCRIPTION: ,", .. 

Date ca . 1807 

Source secondary sources 

Style F e d e r a l i s t 

Architect unknown ' 

Exterior wall fabric brick-common bond 

Outbuildings loca ted on same l o t as B. 

T a f t J r . House (Form #35-51) 

Major alterations (with dates) none 

Moved no Date 17Z± 
Approx. acreage less than 1/4 

Setting l o c a t e d on major no r th - sou th 

rou te ; l a r g e l y undeveloped f i e l d s and 

woods; eas t , r e s i d e n t i a l development. 

Quad BL 19 282900 4660360 UTM: 

(Staple additional sheets here) 

J 



Form #35-51 

-ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The T a f t Law O f f i c e i s a unique l o c a l example o f F e d e r a l i s t commercial 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . Unal te red f rom i t s o r i g i n a l appearance, the b u i l d i n g i s a 
one-s torey b r i c k s t r u c t u r e , b u i l t on a founda t ion o f hammered g r a n i t e and 
covered by a h i p r o o f . The facade (south e l e v a t i o n ) i s s y m m e t r i c a l j c o n s i s t i n g 
o f a center en t ry w i t h a s ix-pane door ( r a i sed panels) f l anked by two windows 
( 1 2 / 1 2 ) . The s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n (east) a l so conta ins two windows (12 /12) . 
Extending around the b u i l d i n g i s a moulded c o r n i c e . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played i n local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

I n a d d i t i o n to being one o f on ly two commercial b u i l d i n g s o f the Federal 
Per iod ex tan t i n Uxbridge (the o ther i s Rogerson's B l o c k - f o r m #47-B) , the T a f t 
Law O f f i c e possesses h i s t o r i c a l a s soc ia t ions to Bazaleel T a f t , J r . , one o f 
Uxbr idge ' s most prominent c i t i z e n s o f the e a r l y n ine teen th c e n t u r y . Born i n 
1780, T a f t graduated f rom Harvard Col lege i n 1804 or 1805, a f t e r which he 
s tud ied law and was admi t ted to the bar p r i o r t o 1807. Around 1807, T a f t r e ­
turned t o Uxbr idge , moved i n t o the house b u i l t f o r him by h i s f a t h e r , the Hon. 
Baza lee l T a f t ( form #35-51) and set up a law p r a c t i c e which he c a r r i e d on u n t i l 
h i s death i n 1846. I n a d d i t i o n t o h i s law p r a c t i c e , T a f t was a c t i v e i n l o c a l 
p o l i t i c s , succeeding h i s f a t h e r t o severa l p u b l i c o f f i c e s i n c l u d i n g s t a t e 
sena tor , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o the General Court and membership on the s t a t e ' s 
Execut ive C o u n c i l . The younger T a f t a lso promoted the es tabl ishment o f a p u b l i 
Luna t i c Asylum at Worcester and served as p re s iden t o f Uxbr idge ' s Blackstone 
N a t i o n a l Bank from 1829 u n t i l 1846. A f t e r T a f t ' s dea th , h i s law o f f i c e passed 
i n t o the ownership o f h i s son, H . G . T a f t , and subsequent ly , h i s grandson, George 
S. T a f t (see Bazaleel T a f t J r . House-form #33-51) . 

The T a f t Law O f f i c e possesses i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , des ign , s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , 
workmanship and f e e l i n g , as w e l l as h i s t o r i c a l a s soc i a t i ons w i t h Bazalee l T a f t , J r . , 
a l o c a l a t t o r n e y and member o f one o f Uxbr idge ' s most prominent f a m i l i e s o f the n ine teen th 
c e n t u r y . The Law O f f i c e a lso remains as a unique l o c a l example of an e a r l y commercial 
b u i l d i n g . ., 

The Law O f f i c e meets c r i t e r i a A, B and C of the NRHP. -

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES " ^ " 
Proceedings a t the Meeting o f the T a f t Family a t Uxbr idge , MA, August 12, 1874 

Oxbridge: Spencer B r o s . , 1874 pp. 44-48 ^.j. 
Blackstone Bank 1925: 24 
Old Home Week Souvenir 1908: no page number (b iographies o f Geo. S & H .G .Ta f t ) 
Chapin 1881: 50-52, 112-115, 172 

OWNER: Freder ick M. and Elmberta Palmer 
South Main S t . '., ' ; ; 2/Rn 
Uxbr idge , MA 01569 ' ' - " ' 20M-2/80 



NPS Form 10-900.a 
(3-82) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Uxbridge Multiple Resource Area 

State 

Nomination/Type of ifeview 

41. Whipple, A., House Entered in tbe 
Kational E««lBter 

42. Williams, N., House Entered in tka 
National B««l>0ter 

43. Taft, Aaron, House latcrad I n the 
FatIonal Begister 

l^feeper r>7UC-''..,,.<.../Sy^ ^o/i/S^b 

Taft, Bazaleel, J r . , House 
Ind Law Office Substantiva fievlew 

^1 Keeper (^^g^jj DdiuliA^Ai^ wj?/^? 

45. Taft, Hon. Bazaleel, House g^^^gj.^ 

National B«fl»ter 

46. Taft Brothers Block 

47̂  Taft, George, House 

]lDt«r«d In tka 
VwAlaml I«c9rter 

Entar«d In tkfi 
National !l««lBt©r 

48. Taft, Moses, House Sntered li^ the 
National He«lBtei' 

49. Taft, Samuel, House j_.l l v; a ±11 t i i e 

fiatlonal fieclater 

Keeper 

Attest 

A 
$1C eeper 
Attest 

A7 

[eeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

^/l?eeper 

Attest 

"/steeper 

Attest 

^Keeper 

Attest 

/^eper 

Attest 

^^°^epev 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

yyjU/.,^^\,c<,,i^yc^c.',^ ^cj/y/k^ 

._ViU^.^^^...V^5-^;>^^ /0/7/A 

r/'^rs. Taft, Zadock, House Entered in the 
National fiegister 

eeper 

Attest 

y^pj^.^^.^.^^^^d'y^ /o/7/k3> 
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WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N S H E E T 

Taft, Bazaleel, Jr., House and Law Office 
(Uxbridge MRA) 
Worcester County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission ' 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

\ ^ s a m p l e CH request 

Working No 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date 
Action 

AUG 2 6 1983 
••=a- . 7^ /—/ 
Due: ^ / X J ^ / / 3 - y v A o / j J i 

.RETURN. 

. REJECT _ 
Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: tm appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

)^^k^c^ O y i ^ A ^ - e ^ ^ A T ' . ' ^ .^-f—tA ^ i . ' ^h^-^-z^ Discipline 

^ ^ Uy^/-^^A 
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 

./Criteria^ 
er /^L-^i.-rA^ 

.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category • Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
• clarity 
1 I alterations/integrity 
CH dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify t>elow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph , 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other '• , • 

>A.yi 

'o£3i./i!i^ %tAA_AUL.."^y^iAy}_iA.A^yAASrA^A^^ 

'•• AA.'^JS^..y..A'.'/ • 

y\-

9. IVIajor Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

1.' 

f t t . Jl 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

.' , i'H'' 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone:. 

Comnwnts for my item may be continued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000299 


