
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3xS", black § white) 
Staple to l e f t side- of form 
Photo nxjunber 

Roll 2 frames 0-1 

SKETCH MAP • 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

-I 

Recorded by B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization Uxbridge H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date May 1981 

Area Form no. 

^iA2^ 

Town Uxbridge 

Address Chockalog St-t-ee^ 

Historic Narae/^oseph 'Richardson iflouse 
^ *• y 

Use: Original residence 

Present same 

Ownership: fy l Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

Original owner Joseph Richardson 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1819 

Source date on f r o n t door 

Style F e d e r a l i s t / v e r n a c u l a r 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric aluminum s i d i n g 

Outbuildings shed 

Major alterations (with dates) some 2/2 

sash & V i c t o r i a n f r o n t door (1890's?: 

aluminum siding (1970's) 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage less than k acre 

Setting ru ra l - su r rounded by f i e l d s 

and sca t t e red farmhouses. 

UTM: Quad Ux 19 278750 4656330 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



rm #21-22 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other bu i ld ings w i t h i n community) 

The R i c h a r d s o n A i s a good l o c a l example o f v e r n a c u l a r a r c h i t e c t u r e o f t h e 
F e d e r a l i s t p e r i o d . The house i s a t w o - s t o r e y t i m b e r - f r a m e s t r u c t u r e w i t h a 
c e n t r a l chimney and e l l ( e a s t ) . Set on a hammered g r a n i t e f o u n d a t i o n , t h e f acad ' 
i s s y m m e t r i c a l , h a v i n g a t i t s c e n t e r a F e d e r a l i s t s t y l e e n t r y c o n s i s t i n g o f 
n a r r o w p i l a s t e r s s u p p o r t i n g an e n t a b l a t u r e and c o r n i c e benea th w h i c h i s a s e m i ­
c i r c u l a r t r a n s o m . P a i n t e d on t h e t r ansom by t h e c u r r e n t owner a r e t he i n i t i a l s 
" J . R . " and t h e yea r " 1 8 1 9 " . Much o f t h e sash d a t e s f r o m t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y , a l t h o u g h s e v e r a l windows r e t a i n o r i g i n a l 12 /12 and 12/8 sash . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the r o l e owners played i n loca l or state h i s t o r y 
and how the b u i l d i n g re la tes t o the development o f the community) 

The Joseph R i c h a r d s o n House possesses h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e b o t h f o r 
i t s d e s i g n and f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h members o f t h e l o c a l l y p r o m i n e n t 
R i c h a r d s o n f a m i l y . B e l i e v e d t o have been b u i l t i n 1819 , t h e house was o r i g ­
i n a l l y t h e home o f Joseph R i c h a r d s o n , a f a rmer and n a t i v e o f B u r r i l l v i l l e , 
Rhode I s l a n d . R i c h a r d s o n was a b r o t h e r - i n - l a w o f t h e Hon. B a z a l e e l T a f t and 
may have moved t o U x b r i d g e t o f a r m l a n d owned o r i g i n a l l y by h i s w i f e ' s f a m i l y . 
The f a r m w h i c h su r rounded t h e R i c h a r d s o n House was bough t by R i c h a r d s o n i n t h e 
e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . P r i o r t o h i s d e a t h , Joseph R i c h a r d s o n had become 
one o f U x b r i d g e ' s l a r g e s t l a n d h o l d e r s and w e a l t h i e s t c i t i z e n s . P r i n c i p a l l y 
a f a r m e r , R i c h a r d s o n i s r e p o r t e d t o have r e f u s e d p u b l i c o f f i c e , a l t h o u g h he 
e n j o y e d t h e d i s t i n c t i o n o f b e i n g t h e f i r s t Democrat e l e c t e d t o r e p r e s e n t Uxb­
r i d g e i n t h e Gene ra l C o u r t . 

A f t e r t h e d e a t h o f Joseph R i c h a r d s o n , t he house passed f i r s t t o h i s 
widow and t h e n t o h i s s o n , W i l l i a m , w h o l i v e d he re t h r o u g h o u t t he n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y . A l s o a f a r m e r , W i l l i a m R i c h a r d s o n se rved b r i e f l y as a se l ec tman i n 
1908; u n l i k e h i s f a t h e r , t h e younger R i c h a r d s o n engaged o n l y i n f a r m i n g and 
n o t i n l a n d s p e c u l a t i o n . 

The Joseph Richardson House possesses i n t e g r i t y of l oca t ion , design, s e t t ing , work­
manship and f e e l i n g , as w e l l as h i s t o r i c a l associations wi th Joseph Richardson, one of 
Uxbridge's largest landowners during the nineteenth century. 

The Richardson House meets c r i t e r i a B and C of the NRHP. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ' \ ; * A .• 'yy \ A . ' y ' ' - ' A ' ' ' y ' 
A t l a s e s : 1 8 5 5 , 1857 , 1870 , 1898 . 
Chapin 1 8 8 1 : 59-61 - / • ' -
Sprague 1927: 45 

OWNER: Herman R. and I r e n e V . Hathaway 
Chocka log S t . - •• • . 
U x b r i d g e , MA 01569 

' •' : A • . 20M-2/80 



NPS Form 10-900-* ' ' " ' OMB No. 1024-0018 
0 4 2 ) , Exp-10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
inventory—Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Item numt}er Page 3-^/J 

• : Multiple Resource Area 
/ •• . 'y - Thematic Group 

Name Uxbridge Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review ' / Date/Signature 

21. Hayward, William, House Entered in the -fKeeper y^dgA^^u.̂ .̂ ^^<;)C<^ /a/y/k 3 
Hatlonal Register ^ ^ ., , . , , "f, 

Attest 

22. Holbrook, Sylvanus, House Entered la tka ifeeper /AXcAo-\.^.^..dSy^ 7^7/t 3 
National Register ... 

Attest 

23. Ironstone Mill Housing and /Keeper /a/7/y^ 
Cellar Hole Entar«a l i f f ior 

National HegiBter Attest 

2' ' ' 24. Judson-Taft House 

Entared in t ie 
Attest 

25. Kensley, J., House Hartloittd Ee«iBter ^TCeeper 7/^(i^'^'--^--*A^*^i^<-^ /0/7/k ^ 

Attest 

2e. North uxbridge School / fc i iper . ^ T ^ ^ ^ ^ W y ^ 

Attest 

National Registw 

27. Richardson, Dexter, House^^^^^ ^ ^j^g ^If^er ^<7&^^<..^-:t,^^^^KU-^ /o/Ak^ 

lilMloiUil Begister 
Attest 

28. Richardson, Joseph, Hous^,^^^^^^ ^ ^feeper ,/:^^-t<-^y^^»^<^ /d/7/p^ 

National Begteter 
Attest 

29. Rivulet Mill Complex Entered ia tka ijKeeper ,.^?<2c...^-^.t-«.^ /a/7/9^ 
Hatlonal Register 

Attest 

30. Sayles, Richard, House Entared lo tlw ' fKeepev /^lliA-^.<^*^/^<yi>i-^ /Ay/y.^ 
Hatlonal Beglater 

Attest 



WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Richardson, Joseph, House (Uxbridge MRA) 
Woroester County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

'•1- -y^ 

Working No. AUG 2 6 1983 
Fed. Reg. Date: 

O resubmission - ' ' • •y-y- > 
CZl nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
• appeal _ 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

^ - 5 ~ - c J ^ 
Date Due: 9 / lJ i^/8 3 ~/o/^a/3'3 

Entered ^ ^ ^ S ^ I ^ ^ Z ^ 
National Beglster 

.RETURN. 

.REJECT. 
Federal Agency: 

• appeal C ] NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CHfair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one ^ 

original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
CH clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity * 
O applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other -r^ ..̂  

j:-i> "-y'j. 

s * - 4 , 

A A 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

•<.t .ytf. 

..,1:?̂ ;' Xr-!W%fti«';i 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the slate is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
CH Other 

' ...'w$'.. 
^^A^^y^*!kt-

'•''iaf.-::T"x'*3i>....r'' 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on m attached sheet 







y "A 

Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000299 

''A!;A'''A,r..'....A , ••'^'•••.•%* • :'3"/'I--(•'' 


