


7. Original owner (if known), yfj 11 j f̂ m SflimderS-

Original use p r i v a t e h< 

subsequent uses (if any) and dates^nnrsinp home 

8. Themes (check as many as appUcable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. His 
istorical Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

) 

The Saunders House i s a ^ 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ , ^ ^ ? ° e r s 
Greek Rev iva l residence w i t h monumental p l a s t e r s 

and corn ice i n ^ ^ ^ a t x c n ^^^^^^^^3^^?^Avenue t o 
Tts ; ? r s : n r i o c a r i o V r i ? c f ISJS^^^ .e p o r e en-

'abl^afu^: i s ornamented w i t h - e a t h s . 
The house was t ' U i l t f o r h i s son oy ^^^^ 

porch c o l i ^ n s h a f t s , the Saunders' d e t a i l i n g has 
l l l T „ i s e s u r v i v e d i n t a c t and i s r , „ „ u t i o n 
area. U s move i n ^ y y ^ ' l y A aione Massachusetts 
^ t e r " a r d ^ l i d ? r a r e r ? h ^ r J h r ! ™ p o i ? a L e o f the house 
was recognized even at t h a t t i m e . 

10. BibHography and/or references (sue 
early maps, etc.) 

h as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES S K i r K S l i ^ E r ^ 
EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

r-^ Pr«p>r»y C(^.yUuyyzy.yLy), Ak^AyA/y. y&J^Tu^t^ .yTeyg.) Wofking No. /yz^(r<7-^A>^^ 
',V --̂  Stat«, r*/%..«*y. y y ^ - Aiiy^^Z£<zt-<A F«d. Reg. Dat«: 
ty Federal Agency: Date Due: YyV^^ 

Action: ACCEPT / / 
\ y resubmission _ i ^ E T U R N _ 4 ^ 2 ^ Z ^ 
\ \ nomination by person or local government R E J E C T 
^ owner objection photos_/_ 
^ '•- iippeai maps y 

^ Substantive Review: sample request , appeal J ^ N R decision 

in ^ Reviewer's comments: ^ J / 

S y^^yv^^ y^yyiy^C&L^^-^^ /dJUyyfj^'f ^^^y 

^AAAbAt^AtuxaS Mifk y CavyyA.(Jf^ • Recom. /Crite;ia .R^^^^ 
I V 

Discipline ^1 ^V'; (fx-^ 
Date ^•(£> 'k 

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
. . . .substant ive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Loca t ion 

3 . Classif f icat ion 

4. O w n e r off Property 

5 . Loca t ion off L e g a l Pescr ip t ion 

6. Representa t ion in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. P e s c r i p t i o n 

INI 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. Signiff icance 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clar i ty 
applicable c r i te r ia 
Justi f ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integr i ty 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9 . Major Bib l iographica l Refferences 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

11 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H is tor ic Preserva t ion Offfficer Certiffication 
Itm mmtumm mwwawei O W» pi upini mmmt wm ama n: 

13. Other 
Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to ^L^tcZ-At-C^ 

SionoH / ^ d a A j t l A K ^ r^fltft '^JL - ^ - 2 - ^ Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 



F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")  
Staple to left side of form  
Photo number \ 1 Q S - ^ 

3 :< k — 

. 1 ! r ^ I ^ 

y-yy—'-'jx \ r i 

' .—-J j 

•i 1 'T-trs I Ayy<^' 

\yy:^yyy 

\ V' y . y 

\ Av^A'\ 
* X \.y.,X 
Aky. \ -, y '" A. y — 
y / / 

y \'A^ 

-y m 

50M-5-77 

(over) 

In Area no. Form no. 

MID CAMB. I I B 1 1 

1. Town r.ainhr'ldge 

Address 6 P r e n t i s s S t r e e t 

Name W i l l i a m Saunders House 

Present use n u r s i n g home 

Present owner L o u i s A l m e i d a ^ T rus t ee o f 
E x e t e r House N u r s i n g Home 

3. Description: Swansea, MA. 

Date 18U3 . . 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Style Greek R e v i v a l 

Architect W i l l i a m Saunders , b u i l d e r 

Exterior wall fabric c l a p b o a r d 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features Facade, w i t h gab le end 

t o t h e s t r e e t , i s d i v i d e d i n t o ^ a y s 

by t h e two end p i l a s t e r s w i t h Tuscan 
c a p i t a l s , and two m i d d f e p i l a s t e r s W/ 
Altered y e s , c .1960 Date I o n i c c a p i t c 

Moved Yes Date c i r c a 19 2 6 

5. Lot size; 

One acre or less XX_ 

Approximate frontage_ 83 

Over one acre 
/ 

Approximate distance of building f r o m street 

_JAL . 
6. Recorded b y E l i s a b e t h MacDouga l l 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date _19 6 6 



7. Original owner (if known) wiHi^TD .^^nnH^r.. 

Original use p r i v a t e home 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates n u r s i n g h 
ome, 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Saunders House i s a classic e:xample of a 
Greek Revival residence with monumental pi l a s t e r s 
and Gomice i n i m i t a t i o n of a cl a s s i c a l pediment. 
Thp •house was moved from Massachusetts Avenue to 
xts present location circa 1926. The porch en­
tablature i s ornamented w i t h wreaths. 
Q house was b u i l t f o r his son by William 
baunders, a carpenter/builder active i n the f i r s t 
h a l f of the nineteenth century. The elder Saunders 
was responsible f o r a number of Federal, Greek 
Revival and Regency houses i n Camhridge. 

Despite the unfortunate replacement of the. o r i g i n a l 
porch column shafts, the Saunders' d e t a i l i n g has' 
otherwise survived i n t a c t and i s unusual f o r t h i s 
area. I t s move in 1926 saved i t from probable demolition 
as commercial pressure increased along Massachusetts 
Avenue and indicates that the importance of the house 
was recognized even at that time. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

I 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSION-
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Mid Cambridge 

Form No: 
MC 

I I . B . l l 

Property Name:^^^^^^ Saunders House 
6 Prentiss Stureet 

(1843 

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below. 

The W i l l i a m Saunders House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a handsome and i n ­
t a c t example of an a r c h i t e c t u r a l type t h a t has not survived i n large 
numbers i n Cambridge. The house i s the work of master b u i l d e r W i l l i a m 
Saunders; only three other examples of h i s work remain i n Cambridge: 
the Frost House (1807); Saunders' own residence (1820); and the Sparks 
House (1838), a l l three nominated t o the N a t i o n a l Register. 

The Saunders House i s notable a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y i n t h a t i t creates 
the e f f e c t of a temple f r o n t , not w i t h a f u l l p o r t i c o , but r a t h e r by 
using c o l o s s a l a p p l i e d p i l a s t e r s and a cornice c a r r i e d across the gable, 
suggesting a c l a s s i c a l pediment. This house has the l a t e s t date (1843) 
of the four Saunders-designed b u i l d i n g s i n Cambridge, and i t represents 
the e v o l u t i o n of the a r c h i t e c t ' s mature s t y l e . 

The no r t h e r n end of Mid Cambridge was ready f o r development once 
the r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n a t Porter Square was i n o p e r a t i o n , thus rendering 
Boston w i t h i n easy commuting distance. The Saunders House i s one of two 
s u b s t a n t i a l Greek Revival houses b u i l t on North (Massachusetts) Avenue 
at the time the r a i l r o a d commenced i t s passenger service t o Boston. 
The Saunders House was moved t o i t s P r e n t i s s S t r e e t l o c a t i o n i n 184 3; 
the other, the S t i l l m a n W i l l s House (1839), also on the National Register, 
was moved t o 1 P o t t e r Park. The W i l l s House was e x t e n s i v e l y remodelled 
i n 1883 and 1904, overwhelming the o r i g i n a l simple l i n e s . The Saunders 
House, t h e r e f o r e , i s the only one of i t s date i n unalt e r e d c o n d i t i o n . 

The W i l l i a m Saunders House i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n A f o r 
i t s r o l e i n the development o f the North Avenue community, and under 
C r i t e r i o n C as an important example o f i t s type and s t y l e . 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 



NPS Form 10-900-8 
(7-«1) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Nat ional Register of H is tor ic Places "received 
Inventory—Nominat ion Form dateentered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page S '^''^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge M u l t i p l e Resource Area 

State 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature  

71. Melvin, Isaac, House ' ^'^^^'^^v* &*vi^^ Keeper )jJJiy^. tiAn^hx^ ^ 

Attest 

12. Saunders, W i l l i a m , House WrXow^-Keeper 

Attest 

73. Fay, Isaac, House S:^imimgf^ v L ^ ' Keeper j ^ y > ^ ^ X ^ A y ^ / ^ - T t 

Attest 

74.. B u i l d i n g s a t 102-104 Inman St . v^Keeper ^ ^ ^ t ^ . / ^ / • ^ • f / - / ' ^ 

SuBstantlva Hevlew ^ J—^^"^ z 
Attest 

75. Buildings at 106-108 Inman ^^j^^,,^^^ Keeper U j j A u ^ ^ li./AA^^Ad^ ^ A U ^ 

Attest 

76. B u i l d i n g s a t 110-112 Inman S t . ^ ^ K e e p e r I A J L U A / U ^ ^ j h y u U L i M V 

Attest ; 

l y Buildings at 1707-1709 Cambridge St. ^ Keeper f ^ i ^ - ^ ^ J i ^ A^^y^ t - f o p^ 

Attest 

78. Buildings at 1715-1717 Cambridge St. . ^ Keeper. / d i A ^ / ^ { M y / l'Td-^r> 

Attest • 

J4. Deane-Williams House SiBstaniIre SevTswyKeeper ( y ^ y ^ UAIUQAUL^ ^./3.SJL 

Attest 

80. Vinal, Albert, House Keeper. / K ^ y U ^ l l k ^ ( / / • 

Attest 



\T IONAL R E G I S T E R OF H I S T O R I C P L A C E S £VALtlAT10N / RETURN SHEE 

»4 StatM 
Ooiiai Psfk Serrtee 

A 

Saunders, Wi l l i a i j i , House (Cambridge MRA.) 
Middlesex County 
MA 

r«tub mission 
nomination by porson or local govornmsnt 
own«r objection 
appoal 

Substantiva Raviaw: . . s a m p l e . ^ r a q u e s t 

Working N'o. // yAy -^^ L^X 
Fad. Rag. D a U : _ _ ^ ^ £ 2 
Data Du*- -yjy/v^ 
Action: - J ^ C C E P T ^ / ^ V ^ ^ 

RETURN 
REJECT 

Fadaral Agancy: 

appaal '7 NR decision 

Raviawar'a commanta: 

ykirey fUhVm^A 
Racom. /Critaria All— 
R e v l « w r yjl/L-^ / i / z y i 

Data ^- ^O'Xy 
,aa« continuation shaat 

•Nomination roturnad lor: .technical corractions cited below 
.substantive reasons discussad below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classi f icat ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Bepresentat ion in Existing Surveys 

7. Pescript ion 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 



8. S ign i f i cance 

i 
summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checlced : r > A. . .f . 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity ' y 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10 . Oeograph ica l P a t a 
9» al 1—1*1—« pmptiy 

twtiQi taaaitfUm 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i ce r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Tlw wnluilU iHinnMnM al aw. ptaxny mmanvm amaia: 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any i tem may be cont inued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


