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FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. F%no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION MID CAMB.| II C 3

~¢fino of the Secretary, State House, Boston
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b !

1. Town Cambridse

=oET

- Address 3 gg3 Magsachusetts—Ave

NameNorth Avenue Congregational
Church

Present use church

Present owner North Avenue Congrega-
' tional Society
3. Description:

Date_18u45

Source deed records

- Style Greek Revival

Architect Tssac Melvin

Exterior wall fabric wood

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features vestibule treated as a

temple front with Egyptian capitals.

Altered Yes - steeple Dateseveral times

- replaced
Moved Yes Date] 867

5. Lot size:

One acre or less XX Over one acre

/
Approximate frontage 75

Approximate distance of building from street
I
AQ

6. Recorded by Robert Rettig

OrganizationCambridge Historical Comm.

Date 1968

Assessor F153-1 (over) . T UTM- AesTon) L)Oflﬂ-t
| IQI52€:64O/4694/&/O

I0M=5=77



Original use_church

7. Original owner (if known)

_01d Cambridge Baptists

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates___ggpe

. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religicn XX
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Social/

Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The North Avenue Congregational Church was
designed for the 01d Cambridge Baptists by Isaac Melvin
in 1845. It originally stood on the corner of Holmes
Place and Kirkland Street, and was moved to its present
site in 1867. The Baptists outgrew the building and
sold it to the Holmes Society in 1866. The Holmes
v Society then became the North Avenue Congregational

Society, the same congregation which owns the church
today. They moved the building in 1867, a year after
assuming ownership.

Although the present steeple is an inappropriate
replacement, the rest of Melvin's forthright Greek
Revival design survives intact. The original building
was Late Georgian in form: a rectangular plan, four
bays long with a projecting entrance vestibule. The
vestibule is treated as a temple front with Egyptian
capitals and a pediment topped by an acroterion. Three
identical doors stand beneath panels of carved ornament
probably derived from designs of Asher Benjamin.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) :
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES United States Department of the Interior

Neational Park Service

EVALUATION/ RETURN SHEET
Noorbh Healue &njajmzmaé %ué

Property: @4//&146 //ial/‘a/e Ledrpr e fza) Working No. LS K286 2

State, County: L. ﬂu.zt(t/éaw Fed. Reg. Date:

Federal Agency: Date Due: ‘77’//7/3‘)—
Action: —— ACCEPT

___ resubmission _t~RETURN

— nomination by person or local government " RESECTY.

—— Owner objection photos_L

—___ _appeal : maps

"/NR decision

Substantive Review: — sample ___ request __ appeal _—_

/ Lot

Reviewer’s comments:

ﬂ(r\ /ﬁ(/_)/"/ ((¢/‘7c,’7\ /7 M(t’) A7) /Q}’({({/OH(_W/\
ﬁ} MM quv-(ﬂ/u'd o C'l./? Tl S unad. e

. LA 3 Recom./Crite
41‘-” U/%U[»L{A el U /'/)CL—’L/O WOU (//(C/ Reviewer /ﬁr QN

Date é/jg’)"

f ! D. . l' a/lpb) /
f[/ ,{ f 7

see continuation sheet

.Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below

—.Substantive reasons discussed below

-

y s ame

2. Location

3. Ciassification

Cotopory Crewrnernhup Status Present Use
Public Acguisiti - ot

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys -

has this property been determined sligible? ___yes ___no

7. Description

Deucride (he prosent and srvginm (K K | phyeics apo

summary paragraph
complieteness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



€. Significance

~

Poriod M—JM-IMM

Buliger Architect

(v one paragraph |

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of excepticn
other

el i |

€. RKajor Bikliographical References

i10. Geographical Data

Acresge Of NOminaTed property
Quedcrengie neme
UST Referencos

f1. Form Prepared By

©2. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaiusiec signiicance of this property within the state is:

— nzbhons! — Btmte — locat!

13. Other

— Maps
— Photographs
— —Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Lbrced A dnaig

Phone: 202 272-3504

Signed /WL/Q/I«M_

Comments for any item meay be continued on en

Date L/-//j- .

ettached

cheet



FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. ano.
MID CAMB.|{ II C 3

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

NameNorth Avenue Congregational
Church

Present use church

2. Photo (3x3'" or 3x5") '
Staple to left side of form

K Photo number | (O5 - | 3' !
: Present owner North Avenue Congrega-
! tional Society

3. Description:

Date_1845

Source deed records

- = - - - = - - - Style Greek Revival

Architect ITssac Melvin

Exterior wall fabric wood

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features vestibule treated as a

temple front with Egyptian capitals

Altered Yes - steeple Dateseveral tin

replaced
Moved Yes Datel 867

<2 5, Lot size:
One acre or less XX Over one acre

/
Approximate frontage 75

Approximate distance of building from street
/
AQ

6. Recorded by Robert Rettig

OrganizationCambridge Historical Comm

AS$E$50&#|53“| (over) B d UTM- em_lw qun_
| 19/ 328540/ 4eHEAO

Date_ 1968

30M=5=77 A e



7. Original owner (if known) ~01d Cambridge Baptists

Original use_ chyrch

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates gape

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation ST
Agricultural Education Religicon XX
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Social/

Communication Military humanitarian
Community development X Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The North Avenue Congregational Church was )
designed for the 0l1d Cambridge Baptists by Isaac Melvin
in 1845. It originally stood on the corner of Holmes
Place and Kirkland Street, and was moved to its present
site in 1867. The Baptists outgrew the building and
sold it to the Holmes Society in 1866. The Holmes
Society then became the North Avenue Congregational
Society, the same congregation which owns the church
today. They moved the building in 1867, a year after
assuming ownership.

Although the present steeple is an inappropriate
replacement, the rest of Melvin's forthright Greek
Revival design survives intact. The original building
was Late Georgian in form: a rectangular plan, four
bays long with a projecting entrance vestibule. The
vestibule is treated as a temple front with Egyptian
capitals and a pediment topped by an acroterion. Three
identical doors stand beneath panels of carved ornament
probably derived from designs of Asher Benjamin.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
‘early maps, etc.)
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Commmi ty : Form No:
’ . . MC
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Mid-Cambridge I1.C.3

Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: gregational Churc

North Avenue Conl:'

Indicate each. item on inventory form which is being continued below.

The North Avenue Congregational Church is significant as a work
of architecture, for its associations with architect Isaac Melvin, and
for its associations with the development of North Cambridge. North
Avenue Congregational Church is the only example in Cambridge of the
heavily pedimented, porticoed Greek Revival style church of the 1840s.
It is especially significant for its use of an Egyptian architectural
motif with capitals of the columns flanking the main entrance; such
details are rare on Massachusetts churches, and only the Mount Auburn
Cemetery gate (1831, N.R.) provides a local precedent.

Isaac Melvin was a housewright turned architect in the New England
tradition. Practicing in Cambridge from 1837 to 1850, he was architect
for several important houses in Mid Cambridge and for Dane Hall of Harvard
University (now demolished). His own house, 19 Centre Street, is listed
on the National Register. ~ '

The relocation of the Church from Harvard Square to North Cambridge
in 1867 reflects the growing importance of that community. After the
opening of the Fitchburg Railroad station in Porter Square in 1843,

North Cambridge became a bedroom suburb of Boston. While Porter Square
itself retained its earlier character as a stagecoach stop and cattle
market, North Avenue from Porter Square to Harvard Square quickly became
:the most prestigious address in Cambridge. By 1875, the entire avenue
was lined with elaborate mansions. in the Greek Revival and Second Empire
styles, almost all built by Boston businessmen who commuted by horse car
to Porter Square and thence by train to Boston. The North Avenue Congre-
gational Society was made up of these men, who by their purchase of the
0ld Cambridge Baptist Church, hoped to demonstrate the importance and
stature of their community.

North Avenue Congregational is significant under Criterion A for

its role in the development of the North Avenue neighborhood, and under
Criterion C as an important example of a Greek Revival church.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom




NPS Form 10-900-a
(7-81)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

-

~ Continuation sheet ltem number Page /0 (7

-

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area
State HA
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signatyre
| Substantive Xeview
9T. ’cummings, e. e., House ~- Keeper. / LAl (1"1:/4’}0";

Subsleative Neview

92. 91v1n1ty Hallmfj,'@:","::} 5;::§{‘;§“§Q;\iﬁ(eeper pMﬁ'Edw ﬂz lf{e v
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95. University Museum
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W/W JN Z
va
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96. O0ld Cambridge Baptist Church ~ Keeper | , a . Brout i (397
. . Attest B
9/. \*\War‘é Hall ks v Keeper W‘A{“ /9/2‘”( 6""5
7 ? il /
Attest
98. Cambridge Public Library g ' Keeper /A] : A Y ﬂw,ci 41382
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-99./ Church of the New Jerusalem SUBBfin%Iiréﬁﬁéfffér:Keeper é » é - ZZ ,{;0 b
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100. Busch- Relschlqggr House —

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION Keeper
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- 806 continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: ___ technical correctio

ns cited below

—3ubstantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification
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4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
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7. Description
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8. Significance
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9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

s r—— ot property
QaBGrRregeE  NeTe
UMT Reterences
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11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The eveiusted significance of this Property within the stete is:
— National p— p— ]

Siate Historic Preservation Officer signeture

e ante
13. Other

—— Maps

——— Photographs
— Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

Sheet
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275




