
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
r^ffir,r. nf the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. F ^ n o . 

MID CAMB. I I C 3 

1- Town cambridgo 

AddreSSJ^QQ3 t^j^r^^>-"'gg-t^g Ave . 

T̂̂ n̂ oKTr̂ T̂ ĥ Avfinue r . o n p r e g a t i o n a l . 
~ Church 

Present use c h u r c h 

Present owner Nn-pth Avennp- Congrega-
t i o n a l S o c i e t y 

3. Description: 

Date 18H5 

Source deed r e c o r d s  

Style Rreek R e v i v a l  

A r 0 hite ct I s s a c M e l v i n 

Exterior wall fabric wood  

Outbuildings (describe) none. 

Other features v e s t i b u l e t r e a t e d as a 

t e m p l e f r o n t w i t h E g y p t i a n c a p i t a l s 

Altered_Yp.R - s t e e p l e Dateseveral t imes 
r e p l a c e d 

Moved Yes — Date i861 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less XX 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 
I 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

• \ y i j ^ . . J y j i y ; 
y y . — , . . 6. Recorded by R o b e r t R e t t i g 

nrprani7.ationr^Tnl?ri'I'P^ His-t-"T"i o a l Comm. 

Date_ 19 6 8 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use church 

n i r l r ^ m h r - f H p P B a p t i s t s 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

XX 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The North Avenue Congregational Church was 
designed f o r the Old Cambridge B a p t i s t s by Isaac Melvin 
i n 1845. I t o r i g i n a l l y stood on the corner of Holmes 
Place and K i r k l a n d S t r e e t , and was moved t o i t s present 
s i t e i n 1867. The B a p t i s t s outgrew the b u i l d i n g and 
sold i t t o the Holmes Society i n 1866. The Holmes 
Society then became the North Avenue Congregational 
Society, the same congregation which owns the church 
today. They moved the b u i l d i n g i n 1867, a year a f t e r 
assioming ownership. 

Although the present steeple i s an in a p p r o p r i a t e 
replacement, the r e s t o f Melvin's f o r t h r i g h t Greek 
Revival design survives i n t a c t . The o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g 
was Late Georgian i n form: a rect a n g u l a r p l a n , f o i i r 
bays long w i t h a p r o j e c t i n g entrance v e s t i b u l e . The 
v e s t i b u l e i s t r e a t e d as a temple f r o n t w i t h Egyptian 
c a p i t a l s and a pediment topped by an a c r o t e r i o n . Three 
i d e n t i c a l doors stand beneath panels of carved ornament 
probably derived from designs of Asher Benjamin. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) -

i 



N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S unH.d s t . t . . D^.rtm.nt of th. int»rw 
National Parle S*rvtc« 

E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N S H E E T 

T PrnpArty<^;^/^/^^^«r Alty^A^/t /&cJtr2y.A-ct. / ^ q . ) Working No. / / ~ /-T^AbP<i :L 

S t a t e , r o u n t y - y ^ / ^ ^ ^ / ^ g ^ Fed. Reg. Dat-e: 
vf.'. Federal Agency: Date Due; V//?/'^^ 

A c t i o n : ACCEPT / • 
i r e s u b m i s s i o n v... , . t ^ E T l l R K l 

s<0 

t 
J4> 

n o m i n a t i o n by pe rson or l oca l g o v e r n m e n t REJECT. 
owner o b j e c t i o n photos _z_ 

a p p e a l maps 

S u b s t a n t i v e R e v i e w : sample request appeal ! l N R dec is ion 

Rev iewer ' s c o m m e n t s : , 

i-?- • ^ , 'J. A T^&comyCtaenaJ^£y!2±±yri. 
t i y y n u y o a - . . ^ U f t - ^ " ^ ^ ^ - Reviewer ^ i ^ i ^ ^ 

A 9 ] 7 ^ ^ Date ^ y p • ̂  ^ 
- ] U ^ y >- • see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet 

j 

• Nomina t i on re tu rned f o r : techn ica l c o r r e c t i o n s c i ted be low 
^ s u b s t a n t i v e r e a s o n s d iscussed be low 

1 . N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
Caia^twy Omnai-mhif Status 

4 . O w n e r o f P r o p e r t y 

5 . L o c a t i o n o f L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7 . D e s c r i p t i o n 

_ axcatoRt d«t«riorat«d unatxaraa onginal kit* 
_ Qood futns ahafa^i mowd ^ata . 

r p i s i l t aMtf M t f ^ M r i ( I f k J a * « m ) 4 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
a l t e r a t i o n s / i n t e g r i t y 
da tes 
boundary s e l e c t i o n 



C. S i c n i f i c a n c e 

•< 1 I n i t i o - C W c k and IwtWy M M 

KuiMar iU«Mt»ct 

* t » t « n n w l a l **9KU\raitcm (b> a n * p a r a t t a ^ h j 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
re lat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
contex t 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

S. M a j o r B i b t i o g r a p h i c e ! R e f e r e n c e s 

1G. G e o g r e p h t c a S D a t a 

i . s f a i ^ ol ncmi-ia*aC P'T>perry _ 

Owadraog** nam* 

V a r t e l fciiaiiiri < a > c r » t i a a and >usUf>catian 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H t s t o r s c P r e s e r \ ' g t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t l f i c g t l o n 
Th» wftki»t*e »*9^ic»fK» o* tfu» prop^^Vf wtmrn tfte •tmc i t : 

13. Other 

Maps 
Pho tog raphs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted tn / l i y t y l L - C - ^ / I ju ( j x A A ^ 

Signed / ^ ^ l ^ U y t ^ y j ^ y ^ na fp ^ / . / i - ^ < L - • Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t e m may be c o n t i n u e d cn en e t t c c h e d che&l 



F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. F ^ n o . 

MID CAMB. I I C 3 

1. Town 'Cambridge 

Addres8^^393 Massachuse t t s Ave 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")  
Staple to left side of fo rm  
Photo number 1 I Q 5 " i ^ 

NameNorth Avenue C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
Church 

Present use c h u r c h _ _ _ _ _ 

Present owner N o r t h Avenue Congrega-
t i o n a l S o c i e t y 

Description: 

Date 184 5 

Source deed r e c o r d s  

Style Greek R e v i v a l 

Architect I s s a c M e l v i n 

Exterior wall fabric wood 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features v e s t i b u l e t r e a t e d as a 

t emp le f r o n t w i t h E g y p t i a n c a p i t a l s 

Altered Yes - s t e e p l e Datesevera l t i n 
r e p l a c e d 

Moved Yes Date1867 

Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 
Approximate frontage 

I 

—1' - r "-'-' ' c—--^y •yy. 6. 

(over) 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

AO' 

Recorded by R o b e r t R e t t i g 

Organizationr.a-mbridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm 

Date_ 19 6 8 . 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use churoh 

•.nid Cambri rigp Raptig-t-c; 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 
same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

XX 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The North. Avenue Congregational Ch-urch was 
designed J o r the Old Cambridge B a p t i s t s by Isaac Melvin 
±n 1845. I t o r i g i n a l l y stood on the corner o f Holmes 
Place^and K i r k l a n d S t r e e t , and was moved t o i t s present 
sxte xn 1867. The B a p t i s t s outgrew the b u i l d i n g and 
sold i t t o the Holmes Society i n 1866. The Holmes 
Society then became the North Avenue Congregational 
Society, the same congregation which owns the church 
today. They jnoved the b u i l d i n g i n 1867, a year a f t e r 
assuming ownership. 

Although the present steeple i s an i n a p p r o p r i a t e 
replacement, the r e s t o f Melvin's f o r t h r i g h t Greek 
Revival design survives i n t a c t . The o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g 
was Late Georgian i n form: a r e c t a n g u l a r p l a n , fo;rr 
bays long w i t h a p r o j e c t i n g entrance v e s t i b u l e . The 
v e s t i b u l e i s t r e a t e d as a temple f r o n t w i t h Egyptian 
c a p i t a l s and a pediment topped by an a c r o t e r i o n . Three 
i d e n t i c a l doors stand beneath panels o f carved ornament 
probably derived from designs of Asher Benjamin. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 



INVT.NTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAQIUSETTS HISTORICAL COvMSSIQN 
Office of 1±ie Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Mid-Cambridge 

I-orm No: 
MC 

I I . C . 3 

n ^ XI Nor th Avenue Con-Property Name: . • -, -̂-u u ^ ' g r e g a t i o n a l Church 

Indicate each, item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

The 
'of a r c h i t e c 
f o r i t s ass 
Avenue Cong 
h e a v i l y ped 
I t i s espec 
m o t i f w i t h 
d e t a i l s are 
Cemetery ga 

North Avenue Congregational Church i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a work 
t u r e , f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h a r c h i t e c t Isaac Melvin, and 
o c i a t i o n s w i t h the development of North Cambridge. North 
r e g a t i o n a l Church i s the only example i n Cambridge of the 
imented, p o r t i c o e d Greek Revival s t y l e church of the 1840s. 
i a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s use of an Egyptian a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
c a p i t a l s of the columns f l a n k i n g the main entrance; such 
rare on Massachusetts churches, and only the Mount Auburn 

te (1831, N.R.) provides a l o c a l precedent. 

Isaac Melvin was a housewright turned a r c h i t e c t i n the New England 
t r a d i t i o n . P r a c t i c i n g i n Cambridge from 1837 t o 1850, he was a r c h i t e c t 
f o r several important houses i n Mid Cambridge and f o r Dane H a l l of Harvard 
U n i v e r s i t y (now demolished). His own house, 19 Centre S t r e e t , i s l i s t e d 
on the N a t i o n a l Register. 

The reallocation of the Church from Harvard Square to North Cambridge 
i n 186 7 r e f l e c t s the growing importance o f t h a t community. A f t e r the 
opening of the F i t c h b u r g R a i l r o a d s t a t i o n i n Porter Square i n 184 3, 
North Cambridge became a bedroom suburb o f Boston. While Porter Square 
i t s e l f r e t a i n e d i t s e a r l i e r character as a stagecoacn stop and c a t t l e 
market. North Avenue from Porter Square t o Harvard Square q u i c k l y became 
•the most p r e s t i g i o u s address i n Cambridge. By 1875, the e n t i r e avenue 
was l i n e d w i t h elaborate mansions, i n the Greek Revival and Second Empire 
s t y l e s , almost a l l b u i l t by Boston businessmen who commuted by horse car 
to Porter Square and thence by t r a i n ^to Boston. The North Avenue Congre­
g a t i o n a l Society was made up of these men, who by t h e i r purchase of the 
Old Cambridge B a p t i s t Church, hoped t o demonstrate the importance and 
st a t u r e of t h e i r community. 

North Avenue Congregational i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n A f o r 
i t s r o l e i n the development of the North Avenue neigbborhood, and under 
C r i t e r i o n C as an important example of a Greek Revival cburch. 

Staple t o Inventory form at hottom 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(7-81) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 

received 

date entered 

Continuation sheet Item numl)er Page/^ "^il 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signatyre  

^ . cummings, e. e., House y- Keeper. /iTflUi. Keeper. 

92. Div J;j^y^DOE/OWNER OBJECT 10N^^^P^^ K^J^4{/<«^ ffa/f^^ ^ 
Attest ^ ^ ' ^ W ^ . ^ r < a - c r > ^ 7/ / t^ i 

North Avenue Congregational Church "^Keeper ^ A/A^ yjTi .1 {yW 

9̂ . Prospect Congregational Church • ^ 1 

fiuSafantlva Seview 
Keeper / / J J I L ^ /\ A^Ai / iyUi SO^ 

Attest 

95. University Museum 

y 
> ^^..,„.„;^T- ^Keeper 'iiXuA^/A^jAJyi ^ / / ^ ( f A 

Attest A ^ ' ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ y ^ ^ y N ^ 

96. Old Cambridge Baptist Church 

Ware Ha l l 

Keeper /-^j;//x/>:^. /;f,/d^UJt<.a<»u«, 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

i . Cambridge Public Library 
Keeper fAJyOAjuiyy^ / / . / d t ^ U ' l i x ^ -̂̂ 3 

Attest • 

Church of the New Jerusalem cs-.v-x^ —=—d»^r / / ) / • 
A eubstantTvs SeVMCeeper / a t u ^ y l , ^ JCA^ J ^ ic -ij 

er 

Attest M'^vefyd 

' ' '100. Busch-Reischinger House- — „ 

DOE/OWMER OBJECTION ^̂ ^̂  



TIONAL R E G I S T E R OF H I S T O R I C P L A C E S £YAUJATION / RETURN SHEE" 

• 4 S t a t M 
ttonai Put Seniee 

North Avenue Congregational Church (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
'MA "• • . •'- ly y,y: jyy: • •, 

retub mission 
nomination by person or local govsrnmont 
ownor objection 
appeal 

Substantiva Raviaw: _ sample raquest I appeal 

Working No. - 
Fad. Rag. n ' i i f f ^ ' ^ ^ ^  
Data Du*- 7 / / / y ' ^ 
Action: —f^CCEPT ^h^h'^ 

RETURN 
REJECT , 

Fadaral Agancy: 

NR decision 

Raviawar's commants: 

' . ' If y myrAt:^', Cf^^ihcA-^^- fo/^ ^ 

y\ 

Racom. /Criteria 

Disciplina. 
Data 

T 

aaa continuation shaat 

•Nomination raturnad lor: .technical corractions citad balow 
.substantive raasons discussad balow 

1. Name 

la Location 

3. Classi f icat ion 

4. Ownor of Property 

5. Location of Logal Description 

6. Bepresentat ion in Existing Surveys 

7, Pescript ion 

y summary paragraph 
complatanass 
clarity 
altarations/intagrity 
datas 



8. S ign i f i cance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 

y . applicable criteria i^^eiOT, 
justification of areas 

checiied 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Oeographical Data 

•crtprtiii ama Imamaamam 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Off icer Cert i f icat ion 
wrotuatari slonMoanoa of tMa pfopo^^ wMMn ttia aiaia iai 

I Masortc l^soanraflon Offlcar ai^natun 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed _ _ _ Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be cont inued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


