
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMTSSTOM 
Offir-.p r>f 

In Area no. Form no. 

MID CAMB. I I B*5 

vn Cambridge 

ress 30 7 H a r v a r d S t r e e t 

W i l l i a m R. Jones House 

ent use r e s i d e n t i a l 

ent owner Edexos R. T r a v e r s 

ription: 

1865 

irce deed r e c o r d s 

Style Mansard 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric wood 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features mansard c u r v e d - p l a t e 

s h i n g l e s , wide overhang t o c o r n i c e 

w i t h l a r g e p a i r e d b r a c k e t s a t c o r n e r £ 
and a t gab l e b r e a k . 

Altered No Date 

Moved No Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 

30M-5-77 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

Lk̂  
6. Recorded by A . F . Downing 

brganizationCaJBbJ^idge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 1^^^ 



7. Original owner (if known) w.-n.-.^ p T ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Original use r̂ p̂ n H n̂̂ n . i 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates -̂ p.̂ .̂ -Hpn + -;^-] 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

_This well-preserved Mansard house has a 
c u r v i l i n e a r center gable c o n t a i n i n g an oculus 
window , a s t y l i s t i c f e a t u r e f i r s t seen i n 
Cambridge i n the Houghton House (1857) at 
1000 Masaachusetts Avenue. The heavy ornament 
includes t h i c k hood moldings and an entrance 
porch w i t h quadrant s t r u t s . The leaded 
s t a i n e d glass i n the entrance door i s l a t e r , 
but the cast i r o n fence i n f r o n t i s o r i g i n a l . 
The flush-boarded facade i s scored to simulate 
as h l a r masonry. W i l l i a m R. Jones was a prospes'-
ous Boston soap manufacturer whose business was 
loca t e d a t 4 South Market. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records 
early maps, etc.) 



f : • 

• . 

Substantive Heview 
NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S unitwitt.t«^P-rtm«ntofint.rior 

National ram Mrvicv 
EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

Prop«rty • ('^W^fi^ AJultif>fc ikj^CA^Ml ^ct) Working No. //-/y-d^- ^ 
Stat* , routit y' - / J M ' h - ^ Fad. Rag. Data: 
Fadaral Agancy: Data Dua: ^jfllS ^ 

Action: ACCEPT -
rasubmlsslon *^ET[JRN ^ / / ^ / i ^ 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant ^ R E J E C T . 
ownar objactlon photos— 
^ppaal maps 

Substantiva Raviaw: _rl_ sample raquest < appeal NR decision 

Reviawar's commants: < 

iyffO^chd . /WOi^^^Wii C^v^J^huJ^d Reviawar Pc^uA 
UcU^CWV^L Disciplina J ^ . ^ . 

^ Date :p£/lid 
sae continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for: technical corrections cited below 
substantiva reasons discussed balow 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Descript ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

••a VMS properry aaen •eienfiinaa wigioN r . 

7. Descr ipt ion 

. «M*r«on<ad unaltarM artginal sit* 

. ruins sitsrsd 

. unsipossd 

IK l m s » » | I 

summary paragraph 
complatanass 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary salaction 



8. SignWicanca 

-Gk i 

summary paragraph 
completaness 
clarity 
applicable criteria 
justification of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

9 . Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10 . Oeograph ica l Data 
> a« nemlfMM ropany 

WfT 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S t a t e Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
Tk* iislMSHd s ly i lHfnrs of th4s ptiysrty • • • *< » » 

•I 

13 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

! 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

y , g n e 6 y d m l . a ^ Date Phone: 202 272 -3504 

Commants for any Itam may be continued on an attached sheet 





7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

W l 1 1 1 a m R . T ^ n p ^ 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Thxs well-preserved Mansard house has a 
c u r v i l i n e a r center gable c o n t a i n i n g an oculus 
window a _ s t y l i s t i c f e a t u r e f i r s t seen i n 
nnnn .^^^ '^^^ Houghton House (1857) a t 
1000 Masaachusetts Avenue. The heavy ornament 
includes t h i c k hood moldings and an entrance 
porch w i t h quadrant s t r u t s . The leaded 
s t a i n e d glass i n the entrance door i s l a t e r 

l ^ ^ ^^^^^ i s o r i g i n a l . 
The flush-boarded facade i s scored t o simulate 
a s h l a r masonry. W i l l i a m R. Jones was a prosper­
ous Boston soap manufacturer whose business was 
loc a t e d a t 4 South Market. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

? 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

COTirnunity: 

M i d Cambridge 

Form No: 
MC 

I I . B . 2 5 

Property NaiiK: Wi l l i am Jones House ( 
307 Harvard Street 

865) 

Indicate each item on inArentory form v^iich is being continued below. 

This W i l l i a m R- Jones House i s notable as one of three s u r v i v i n g 
houses i n the c i t y b u i l t i n the Mansard s t y l e w i t h a c u r v i l i n e a r facade 
gable. The house i s also important as a s u b s t a n t i a l residence of high 
q u a l i t y which played a r o l e i n the e a r l y suburbanization of Cambridge. 

When Harvard S t r e e t was completed i n 180 8, i t served as a l i n k 
between Harvard Square and Boston v i a the West Boston Bridge. The s t r e e t 
was t h e r e f o r e promoted by r e a l e s t a t e agents as a p r e s t i g i o u s r e s i d e n t i a l 
address w i t h great convenience f o r commuters to Boston. The Jones House 
was b u i l t f o r a prosperous Boston soap manufacturer. 

The Jones House gains f u r t h e r s i g n i f i c a n c e as one of only ten 
s u r v i v i n g s i n g l e f a m i l y homes on Harvard S t r e e t , which was once l i n e d 
w i t h l a r g e residences set on elevated s i t e s above the s t r e e t . B u i l t on 
land t h a t was once f o r m e r l y p a r t o f the Dana e s t a t e , the p o r t i o n of 
Harvard S t r e e t between Prospect S t r e e t and Massachusetts Avenue was 
d i v i d e d i n t o house l o t s i n the 18 30s, and by 1854 t h i r t y - t h r e e houses 
had been b u i l t . F u l l y b u i l t up by 1900, Harvard S t r e e t was one of the 
handsomest s t r e e t s i n Cambridge. 

The W i l l i a m Jones House i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n A f o r i t s 
r o l e i n the development o f Harvard S t r e e t and Dana H i l l , and under 
C r i t e r i o n C as an important example of i t s type and s t y l e . 

Staple to Inventory^orm at bottom 



NPS Forin ia-900-a 
(7-81) 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service For NPS 

Nat iona l Register off H is tor ic Places 
Inventory—Nominat ion Form dateentered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page ^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource. Area 
State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

8^. Buildings at 15-17 Lee ^ . . . - • " ^Keeper /A)/dUl(*^l4,I&A^I1KA^ H l3 'SX. 

Bdty&¥^ER OBJECTIQN 
82. E l i o t , C h a r l ^ ^ , ^gous^_^_^ Keeper A'^-^ t^/V^/ / ^ 

83. Sanders, ^ ^ ^ f y ^ j ^ ^ ^ C R ^ ' ^ O B J E C T I Q N ^ ^^^^^^ ^ K U l l t i n / 3 

Attest 

. 84./^Jones, Wil l iam R., House B^l^stanilTiS Eeviawsleeper / j ^ t - y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / • f< 

, Attest 

85. B..^at ^55^;,.^^^^^ oBjECTioi^l''"''" l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ h 
Attest ^QeiHf^.'^^fajtrx^ ̂ /ll/i 

'Sft^/'oWtR OBJECTIQN 
86. Dexter, D. GpLJiert,^House r̂ r̂  ' - r^^ ' Keeper ' 

Attest lioA^titnC^ 

87. Keen, Alden House — — Keeper V 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTIQN —. > 
— Attest liantiAa 

88 ./^Bradbury, William F., House ^Keeper. . y ^ K ^ y / ^ ( ^ ^ (j • ^0 

Attest 

89. Hyatt-D^g>^J,Q ĵ̂ |̂̂  OlS^^fmf j '^ '*" 
At tes t ^ y y ' c i y ' r J • 

• r 90. James, William,_House_ ^ • Keeper ^ a-

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION — ' 
Attest <X-i.u/tl'C/ 



TIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HlSTOft iC P L A C E S fVAUJATlON / RETURN SHEE 

t4 tXmtmm 0«|i«iUiiiM •* Ifc 
UoMi Psft S«rrte« 

Substant ive i i e v i a ^ 

Jones, W i l l i a m . R. , House (Cambridge MRA) 
M d d l e s e x County 
MA 

Working No. / / i-c - : ^ 

' Action: ^ r r p o r ^ / W f 3 
rotubmlssion RETURN 
nomination by parson or local govornmont REJECT 
ownor objection , F«d«ral Ag«ncy: 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: .iL.sanipla _ r a q u a s t appaal NR decision 

Raviawar's commanta: 

Racom. /Critaria V 

^A)vk7 peO\J/̂ Cxr> Dlsclpllna_^^Lil 
D a t a _ - £ _ 3 £ _ n . 

saa continuation shaet 

•Nomination raturnad lor: tachnicai corractions citad balow 
_ 8 u b s t a n t i v a raasons discussad balow 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classi f icat ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representat ion in Existing Surveys 

7. Description 

summary paragraph 
complatanass 
clarity 
aitarat ions/integrity 
dates 



8. S ign i f i cance 

\ 

(!•< 
summary paragraph 
completeness 
clar i ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checlced 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integri ty 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10 . G e o g r a p h i c a l Data 

U M T W i w u n e n 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Off icer Cert i f icat ion 
evafciMad sionMcanoa of tMa pfopo^hf ^ o u n tfie aiaw ia^ 

\ Motoric Praaanafton OMcar at^natim 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be cont inued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


