
F O R M B B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
• ' o-w^otarv. State House, Bostoa 

In Area no. Form no. 

O l d Camb.. I I B 6 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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•BS 35 Bowdoin S t r e e t 

E l i z a b e t h F r o s t Tenant^^ouse 

5at use r e s i d e n t i a l 

ent owner C y n t h i a Heath S Edwin S, 
S i i n d e r l a n d , J r . 

iription: 

= 1812 , 19U2-50 

.ource deed r e c o r d s 

e F e d e r a l 

^ Arch i t ec t unknown 

Exterior wall fabric wood ( c l a p b o a r d ) 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features v e r y s m a l l s t r u c t u r e  

i n an u n u s u a l l y l a r g e l o t , low h i p 

r o o f . , 6/6 windows 

Altered Yes- a d d i t i o n s Date 19U2-50  

Moved Yes Date 1840s 

5. Lot size; 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage . i p 3 f e e t 

Approximate .distance of building f rom street 

30 f e e t 

6. Recorded by B a i n b r i d g e B u n t i n g 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 19 6 4 

5 5esio<^ \(,S-g^ 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if lcnown)_ 

Original use 

E l i z a b e t h Frost 

•pp.SI d p - n t i ^ 1 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_ 

8. Themes (checic as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
A.rcliitectural 
fhe Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of tliemes checlced above) 

This modest house of the post-Revolutionary 
p e r i o d i s one o f the oldest houses i n the v i ' ' c i n i t y , 
O r i g i n a l l y located on Massachusetts Avenue, the 
house was moved i n the 1840s when the d i s t r i c t was 
cut up i n t o l o t s . Later bay add i t i o n s on each 
side of the house enlarged the small i n t e r i o r 
spaces. The house abuts up t o another e a r l y house, 
the David Frost home at 26 Gray S t r e e t . 

The o r i g i n a l owner was Eli z a b e t h Frost whose 
husband, Gideon Fro s t , died before the house was 
completed. She rented out the house f o r an 
income producing property. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N S H E E T , 

Property ( Coj^xl'io^ /ZUALH^ /)£A6tLl(^j' ^JASLA.) 

State. Caunty 1111^ ^kZ/ZUAL<L V 

UnH»d ttatMs Department of th* biterier 
National Partt Sanrlca 

Working No. //-/V-^^ c3S6. 

Federal Agency: 

resubmission 
nomination by person or local government 
owner objection 
J i p p e a l 

Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Dua-
Action: ACCEPT 

ETURN. 
REJECT 

photos, 
maps _ 

Substantive Review: sample request appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: , JL /\ ^ L ^ ^.e Z/ly 
y^A^^A^^ (-"y^^^ yZAyp^>^^^^f 

Recom. /Criteria yP^y^^-^.-^  
Raviawar ^^J/Z.,o^-yyi^ /jyhzj^ 
DlRRlp l ina AZ^yAZn h r v L ^ t -^ 

Date ^ZjyPZ-^ 
see continuation siieet 

•Nomination returned for; .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2 . Loca t ion 

3. C lass i f i ca t ion 
U M 

4. Owner of Property 

5 . Locat ion of Lega l Pescr ipt ion 

6. Representa t ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Pescr ip t ion 

. ortgmaJ tit* 

em* aHglMl |M kin»ii | | 

summary paragraph 
completeness : 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. Signlflcanco 

a i M i W i i I I O i l 

I 
iA — — summary paragraph 
f̂ . comp le teness 

c l a r i t y 
% app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 
^ checked 
^ relat ing signif icance to 

the resource 
ul — — context 
p re la t ionsh ip of i n teg r i t y 

to s igni f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Oeographical Pata 

nfltoRMM 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
n m t ' i l u i u t i lgn lWcuw eH H » p>o»«rt> wmtn »m mme H: 

• I MM* lacal 

13. Other 

Maps 
Pho tographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed tn ZZAL /y<yy) 

Signed Z ^ ^ ^ ^ : ^ r̂ at«> ^ - / j / U Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be cont inued on an attached sheet 





7. Origiaal owner (if icnown)_ 

Origiaal use 

E l 1 7.ahP.th F T ^ n s t 

Subsequeat uses (if aay) and dates_ same 

8. Themes (check as maay as applicable) 

Aborigiaal 
Agricultural 
Arcliitectural 
The Arts ' * 
Commerce 
C ommunication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Educatioa 
Exploratioa/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religioa 
Science/ 

iaveatioo 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checlced above) 

•4 • 

This modest house of the post-Revolutionary ^ 
period i s one of the oldest houses i n the vi' ^ c i n i t y . 
O r i g i n a l l y located on Massachusetts Avenue, Yhe 
house was moved i n the 1840s when the d i s t r i c t was 
cut up int o l o t s . Later bay additions on each 
side of the house enlarged the small i n t e r i o r 
spaces. The house abuts up to another early house, 
the David Frost home at 26 Gray Street. 

The o r i g i n a l owner was Elizabeth Frost whose 
husband, Gideon Frost, died before the house was 
completed. She rented out the house f o r an 
income producing property. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) . , " A 

• '--^ A .. • • • • '. . y-



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Cormmity: 

Old Cambridge 
Form No: 

OC 
I I . B . 6 

Property Name: E l i z a b e t 
' Tenant 

1 F ros t 
House 

Indicate each item on inventory form vdiich is being continued below. 

B u i l t i n 1812, the E l i z a b e t h Frost Tenant House i s associated w i t h 
one o f Cambridge's prominent e a r l y f a m i l i e s , one which had already ac­
q u i r e d extensive landholdings by 1800. The Frost House was b u i l t as 
r e n t a l p r o p e r t y by Gideon F r o s t , who died before the c o n s t r u c t i o n was 
completed. The house was i n h e r i t e d by h i s w i f e E l i z a b e t h , who had i t 
moved t o i t s present s i t e on Bowdoin S t r e e t i n 1846 from i t s o r i g i n a l 
s i t e a t 1700 Massachusetts Avenue. 

Gideon Fr o s t was a f o u r t h generation member of the Frost f a m i l y , 
which had been e s t a b l i s h e d i n Cambridge since 1700. Frost acquired h i s 
own e s t a t e i n 176 3, and h i s h e i r s r e t a i n e d possession of most of the 
pro p e r t y tJirough the e a r l y decades of the nineteenth century. Frost's 
own house (c. 1753), known as the Frost-Waterhouse House, stands a t 
7 Waterhouse S t r e e t i n the Cambridge Common N.R.D. 

Bowdoin S t r e e t l i e s i n the northernmost of the three master blocks 
which comprise the Lower Common d i s t r i c t . The Lower Common was o r i g i n a l l y 
p a r t of the Cambridge Cow Common, and i s an area of about 6 3 acres t h a t 
was d i v i d e d i n 1724 among the P r o p r i e t o r s i n t o twenty parcels ranging 
from one t o f i v e and thr e e - q u a r t e r s acres. Many of the o r i g i n a l boun­
da r i e s can be d i s t i n g u i s h e d i n the present s t r e e t l a y o u t of the area, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y Bowdoin S t r e e t and the s t r e e t s p a r a l l e l t o i t . Bowdoin 
S t r e e t was l a i d out i n 1842; several years l a t e r , i n 1846, the Federal 
s t y l e E l i z a b e t h Frost Tenant House was moved t o i t s Bowdoin S t r e e t l o t . 
The house, one.of ten b u i l t between 1800-1833 which survive i n Old Cam­
br i d g e , i s important as one of the few b u i l t d u r i n g a r e l a t i v e l y stagnant 
p e r i o d i n the h i s t o r y of th is , p a r t of the C i t y . . >, 

The E l i z a b e t h Frost Tenant House i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n A 
f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h the development of the North Avenue community, 
and under C r i t e r i o n C as an important example o f i t s type and s t y l e . 

y . ' 

,.;V- ^ • 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa ' 



. . . . . . r v i : ' ^ . ,"'^r^" "̂ r̂â .̂ 

NPS Form 10-900-a 
(7-»1) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Regis ter off Historic P l a c e s 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

'A 

Continuation sheet Item numt)er Rage / 3 *^'7 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State ~ " 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

1^1. j Worcester, Frederick, House ^Keeper ^ flUjtA ZIJ/A. 'MsiAM ^'1<>-^ 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION ^ ^ Attest 

1 2 2 . / W r c e l l i a n Club 4iiia»-«^*iV^/Uvfaw -^Keeper " ^ / ^ ^ ^ y ^ ^ ^ ^ y ^ - J ^ - Q 

Attest 

1 ^ . Lowell School ^^®^P^^ I.JJxAl.,^ U• ZlAiXi.lAAL^^ H- \3L-

Attest ^ 

Keeper ^mUM-124. y Frost, Elizabeth, Tenanthouse y 
Substantive Hevlew 

, Attest 

125. Wyeth, Augustus, House Keeper 

' DOE/OWNER ,OBJECTION \ ) 
• Attest liA.iA\it^y 

1Z6. B r a t t l e Ha l l fcaw,;^, ^ . ' ^ ^^^P^"" ^ ^ ^ - / ^ ^ ^-

Attest 

127. Frost , Robert, House ^ . ^ g ^ ^ , , , ^ ' / K e e p e r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 , ^ , ^ ^>/.?.&2- ' 

Attest 

128. Stedman, Samuel, House " -"wr-iww.- ' irpenpr / ^ ^ ( y u L 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION ^ ; V 
Attest / ^ A - C ^ ^ • 

129. "* Mount Auburn Hospital - ^®*®™^®J^eeDer* > ZLIJU^ UJAZ' I I xa 

*i3Q. Dodge, Edward, House ^^^^^^^^^^ Keeper /W^/y./.^ y.^SAUiZUu^ W ^ i -

Attest 



VTIONAL R E G I S T E R OF H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
H»4 ttaim* Onnmii^tM mi mm \mtmrimr i.4 - w * -t 
Uonal Part Scrvte* ^ubatantiva E e v i a t 

EYALUATION / RETURN SHEE 

Frost, Elizabeth, Tenanthouse (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MA 

y. rvsubmission 
nomination by person or loc«i government 
owner objection 
eppeal 

Substantive Review: ^ s a m p l e request 

/ / . / ''A. Z f -.%!r-S >L Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Data; 7/  
Date Due- 'ZZZ, 
Action: X C C E P T > / ^ y ^ t . 

RETURN 
REJECT 

Federal Agency: : 

appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Criteria JkcML^£d£mL. 
Reviewer _JJAiiJElM±i= 
Dl8clpllne_Aiii 
Date hW-i 

continuation sheet 

• Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussad beiow 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. Classi f icat ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Legal Description 

6. Representat ion in Existing Surveys 

7. Description 

y summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity  
alterations/integrity 



• 7 " 

8. Significance 

ml tlwntHemmmm (In < 

summary paragraph 
c o m p l e t e n e s s 
c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checlced 
re lat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f i cance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Oeographical Data 
I of novnlnated property _ _ -

Reterences 

11. Form Prepared By 

\ — 
r 12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 

Jhe (valuatM ugnMlcanc* ol Om property arnnin ttw naM i* 

6 nMkxwl Mat* t o o l « • 

Historic Prmmmrvmnon Olttcmr signature 

13. Other 

Maps 
Pho tographs 
Other 4 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

.fmA. 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 

' -c .•4., 

f>:..i. 

l'<^' 


