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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, BostoQ 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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In Area no. Form no. 

O l d Camb. I I B 7 

Camhr-id^e 

ess 2 6 Gray S t r e e t 

ePav id F r o s t House 

ent use r e s i d e n t i a l 

;ent owner  

iription:  

1815 

D a v i d S E r i k a Mumford 

Durce 
deed r e c o r d s 

F e d e r a l 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric wood 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features f o u r - r o o m , c e n t e r h a l l  

p l a n , s i m p l e e n t r a n c e w i t h e l l i p ­ 

t i c a l f a n , capped w i t h c o r n i c e . 

Altered Yes Date 18 89 

Moved Yes Date 18 89 

5, Lot size; 

One acre or less xX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 6 2 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

15 f e e t 

6. Recorded by B a i n b r i d g e B u n t i n g 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm, 

Date 19 6 4 

3M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) ni^^T^P-i-h v-nr^^i-

Original use -noQi rip>ni--;i 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_ 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural xX 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development xX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Moved from 170 5 Massachusetts Avenue to 
i t s present s i t e i n 1889, the David Frost house 
i s much e a r l i e r than i t s neigh*^ors. The large 
chimneys, h i p r o o f , symmetricaT p r o p o r t i o n s , 
and f a n - l i g h t e d entrance are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of 
Federal a r c h i t e c t u r e of the f i r s t q u a rter of 
the nineteenth century. The widows are f a i r i j ' 
close t o the cornice. The o r i g i n a l 6/5 sash has 
been replaced by 2/2 sash. 

David Frost was a p a i n t e r and g l a z i e r and 
was the son o f the o r i g i n a l owner El i z a b e t h Frost. 
Three years e a r l i e r , h i s mother had b u i l t the house 
next door which she used as an income producing property 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) . . . . 





>. t ign i f i canco 

summary paragraph 
completaness 
clar i ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Justif ication of areas 

checlted 
relating significance to 

fhe resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

>. Major Bibliograpti icai R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeograph ica l P a t a 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Off icer Cert i f icat ion 
V w iM p w p ^ i y m w w n n s s iRV is . 

I MM* I K 

13 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed tn ZZM (lyA.A ^ 

Signed /ii/xyy/yyuyA^ 
Date Phone: 202 272-3504 

Comments for sny Item may be continued on an attached aheet 
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4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. ' 

50M-5-77 

In Area no. Form no. 
OC 

Old Camb. I I B 7 

1- Town Cambri dge 

Address 2 6 Grav S t r e e t 

NamePavid F ros t House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner  

3. Description:  

Date 1815 

David S E r i k a Miimford 

Source 
deed records 

Style Federal 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric wood 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features f o u r - r o o m , cen te r h a l l  

p l a n , s imple entrance w i t h e l l i p ­ 

t i c a l f a n , capped w i t h c o r n i c e . 

Altered Yes Date 18 89 

Date 18 89 Moved Yes 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less XX___ Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 6 2 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building from street 

15 f e e t 

6, Recorded by Bainbr idge Bunt ing 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 19 64 

^'=)pl^Z!A>olZ:io'^yzyy 



7. Original owner (if known) ^ -.y.̂ ^- ,̂ P-^^^H-

Original use r^^^ i r ipn^i^i i 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_ 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural xX 
The Arts . 
Commerce * 
Communication 
Community development xX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Moved from 170 5 Massachusetts Avenue to 
its present site in 1889, the David Frost house 
is much earlier than its neiglT^ors. The large 
chimneys, hip roof, symmetricaT proportions, 
and fan-lighted entrance are characteristic of ' 
Federal architecture of the first quarter of • > 
the nineteenth century. The wdj^ows are faii?i3)ry ' 
close to the cornice. The o r i g i n a l 6/6 sash has ^ 
been replaced by 2/2 sash. 

David Frost was a painter and glazier and ^ •' • 
was the son of the o r i g i n a l owner Elizabeth Frost. 
Three years e a r l i e r , his mother had b u i l t the house 
nejct door which she used as an income producing property. 

y :• Z.:,. 
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10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) .-.y- . • .r-i .h-. v ,i . f -:-

y. 

• * 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS IHSTORICAL CONMSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Old Cambridge 

Form No: 
OC 

I I . B . 7 

Property Name: David Fros t House 

Indicate each item on inventory form vAiidi is being continued below. 

The David F r o s t House i s an important s u r v i v i n g s t r u c t u r e from 
the p e r i o d between the end of the Revolutionary War and the suburbaniza­
t i o n o f Old Cambridge t h a t f o l l o w e d the establishment of high frequency 
p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n 1826. During t h i s p e r i o d p r a c t i c a l l y a l l new 
investment and c o n s t r u c t i o n took place i n the new settlements at East 
Cambridge and Cambridgeport, w h i l e Old Cambridge e s s e n t i a l l y stagnated.• 
Apart from the c o l l e g e , the primary economic a c t i v i t y i n Old Cambridge 
at t h i s time was t r u c k farming, and North (now Massachusetts) Avenue was 
sparsely s e t t l e d w i t h modest farmhouses and tenant houses. This p e r i o d 
ended a b r u p t l y w i t h the opening o f the r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n a t Porter Square 
i n 184 3 and the establishment of a horse car route from Porter Square t o 
Harvard Square i n 1856. Massachusetts Avenue immediately became the most 
p r e s t i g i o u s address i n Cambridge f o r the Boston businessmen l o o k i n g f o r 
a spacious avenue on which t o b u i l d a suburban showplace, and several 
modest houses were moved o f f the Avenu^ t o make room. I n the case o f 
the David Forst House, r e l o c a t i o n came i n 1889 t o provide a s i t e f o r 
1705 Massachusetts Avenue, a la r g e C o l o n i a l Revival house, by the a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l f i r m of Van Brunt & Howe. The Frost House was moved west of 
the neighborhood t o a more modest neighborhood then i n the process of 
development. 

• '• • • ' .'• y • . i y , .11^.'• vs, '• . .y ': 

The F r o s t House i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n A f o r i t s r o l e i n 
ibhe development of the North Avenue s e c t i o n of Cambridge, and as repre­
s e n t a t i v e of a p e r i o d i n Cambridge h i s t o r y when l i t t l e other b u i l d i n g 
took place. I t i s a l s o s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n C as a modest vernacu­
l a r example of Federal p e r i o d a r c h i t e c t u r e i n Cambridge. 
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Stap l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bo t tom 



NPS Form lO-tOO-a 
(7-81) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service z 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

• • yyl ' 

Continuation sheet Item number Page / / 
. I 

/• . 5 Multiple Resource Area 
,> ' Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 
• State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review ^, , v,- - Date/Signature ' ' • 

ia;. Conventual Church of St. Mary " >/Keeper //jx/.Zca^ /iAliU'hxui ^,1320., 
i ^ ^ y ^ "̂'̂  Substantive Review 

' Attest _ ^ 
132. /Second Cambridge Savings , Keeper '/mc^ zfzi^0ZU //Z-^* T> 

Bank Building Srff«tkn«lT» V A V I W V ' ^ 

Attest 

y^. Frost, David, House »«irt6mftT« lf«vle»deeper f%L^zt^ jd^hij^'fo'^ 

Attest 

PA. Howe House Substantive Hevlew yKeeper / ^ t ^ / ^ / j v ^ / Z - J a - f ) 

Attest 

« y Keeper Zlk^h-.o.U 135. Lowell, The 

5* • Attest 

-^l>a6. Willis, stillman. House ^^'^'^^^^ ^ Keeper /A).JAX^^ // AoZhtKA^ y-l3 tL 

137. Second Waterhouse House y Keeper ^ t X - ^ ^ ^d f j 

'' • Attest 

t<y^^e^^0^^t'^^ ^ •^i*ifeiVi,.i i.vi,^ Attest sQ^VAy'fyi^^ ^ V4 - \ 

^y^. Almshouse Sutatantl^ Ee.vl.w ^Keeper' Uhm^^H^MifhA^ H-^^ 

Attest 

''1^. Lovell Block i>uu-.:.:^ Keeper / i l ^ Qk^J/.-JfyTi 

Attest 



k T l O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E 

lt*« States Di|i«i tiiuM e4 
A l l ncs- l -M _ • ional l»«ft S«rrie« ^Ubstantlve 

Frost, David, House (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County" 
MA 

Working No. Z^-' ^-^c - x» (.^ 
Fed. R«g. D'aLa: ^ ^ / l ^ ^  
Date Du«- 7 / / / j ^ 
Act ion: ^ r r c P T ^ A / P 3 > 

resubmission RETURN 
nomination by psrson or locai govsrnmsnt REJECT 
ownsr object ion Federa l Agency: 
appeal 

Substant ive Review: sample request appeal _i i lNR decision 

Reviewer's c o m m s n t s : 

y j z\ zl^/ftu^^ A Dsts—dzL 
see continustion sheet 

•Nominstion returned for: technical corrections cited below 
_ s u b s t a n t i v s r s a s o n s d iscusssd beiow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Proper ty 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity  
a l tefat lcns/ lntegf l ty 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

t^mmmm 4mtme 

Mmtmmmet ml lltwW* 

y 
summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integri ty 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b i i o g r a p h i c a i R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeograph ica l Data 
tmiemge al nemmaMO property . 

UMT Ratarvnon 

Varka l > i i i a « r > tfaacH|»ltan em4 JuatHtcatlon 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
The evatuated signtficarKe of this property wtthin the state is: 

national atats local 

t M e Hlalortc Preeervation Officer signature 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3504 

Comments for any item may be cont inued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 
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