.

_JFORM B - BUILDING In Area no. %Oém no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 0ld Camb. | IIB7
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

|Cambridge

ess_26 Gray Street

e eDavid Frost House

ent use residential

[

5

eat owner David & Erika Mumford

'ription:
1815
siirce deed records
* Federal
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric wood
A = e AN - — Outbuildings (describe) ———-—--
— i " e ‘ e sl & i
A ]_I R B : Other features four-room, center hall
-'—L- 2 TS plan, simple entrance with ellip-
' | ' “ . = .
| £ ;a | . :
5 : | tical fan, capped with cornice.
] SR SRS S 1 | Altered Yesg Date 1889
' : % e . ‘ Moved Yes Date 1889
IS - s 5. Lot size:
o™ . b * ) e 0
One acre or less XX Over one acre

Approximate frontage g2 feet

Approximate distance of building from street

NIOaMmod

15 feet

6. Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting

OrganizationCambridge Historical Comm.

’ j . Date 1964
Ay T 1 UTM - BesTON Norgt
19 [229260/4c 94200
Assesson.#“vs"?ﬁ Nov 1 4 1980 /
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7. Original owner (if known)  p1izahet+h Frast

Original use residential

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development XX Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Moved from 1705 Massachusetts Avenue to
its present site in 1889, the David Frost house
is much earlier than its neigh bors. The large
chimneys, hip roof, symmetricaI proportions,
and fan-lighted entrance are characteristic of
Federal architecture of the first quarter of
the nineteenth century. The widows are fairly-
close to the cornice. The original 6/6 sash has
been replaced by 2/2 sash.

David Frost was a painter and glazier and
was the son of the original owner Elizabeth Frost.
Three years earlier, his mother had built the house
next door which she used as an income producing property.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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3. Classification
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7. Description
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9. Major Bibliographical References
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11. Form Prepared By
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13. Other

Maps
—— Photographs
— Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to _QAI{/"C(A

Signed.&&@&z Date ‘fg/iB?—' Phone: 202 272-3504

/

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
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- Town Cambridge

Address 26 Gray Street

NameDavid Frost House

Present use residential

Present owner David & Erika Mumford

. Description:

Date__18165

Source deed records

Style

Architect

Federal

unknown

Exterior wall fabric waod

Outbuildings (describe)

Other features four-room, center hall

plan., simple entrance with ellip-

tical fan., capped with cornice.

One acre or less XX

Altered Yes Date 1889
Moved Yesg Date 1889
. Lot size:

Qver one acre

Approximate frontage g2 feet

Approximate distance of building from street

15 feet

. Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting

OrganizationCambridge Historical Comm.

Date 1964
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7. Original owner (if known)  p1izahe+h Frost

Original use residential

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development XX Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Moved from 1705 Massachusetts Avenue to
its present site in 1889, the David Frost house
is much earlier than its neigh bors. The large
chimneys, hip roof, symmetrical proportions,
and fan-lighted entrance are characteristic of
Federal architecture of the first quarter of
the nineteenth century. The widows are faiirityy
close to the cornice. The original 6/6 sash has
been replaced by 2/2 sash.

David Frost was a painter and glazier and
was the son of the original owner Elizabeth Frost.
Three years earlier, his mother had built the house
next door which she used as an income producing property.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Commumnity : ; Form No:

MASSAGHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION R 0ld Cambridge II gc7

Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: pavid Frost House

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

The David Frost House is an important surviving structure from
the period between the end of the Revolutionary War and the suburbaniza-
tion of 0l1d Cambridge that followed the establishment of high frequency
public transportation in 1826. During this period practically all new
investment and construction took place in the new settlements at East
Cambridge and Cambridgeport, while 0ld Cambridge essentially stagnated.
Apart from the college, the primary economic activity in 01ld Cambridge
at this time was truck farming, and North (now Massachusetts) Avenue was
sparsely settled with modest farmhouses and tenant houses. This period
ended abruptly with the opening of the railroad station at Porter Square
in 1843 and the establishment of a horse car route from Porter Square to
Harvard Square in 1856. . Massachusetts Avenue immediately became the most
prestigious address in Cambridge for the Boston businessmen looking for
a spacious avenue on which to build a suburban showplace, and several
modest houses were moved off the Avenue to make room. In the case of
the David Forst House, relocation came in 1889 to provide a site for
1705 Massachusetts Avenue, a large Colonial Revival house, by the archi-
tectural firm of Van Brunt & Howe. The Frost House was moved west of
the neighborhood to a more modest neighborhood then in the process of
development. ‘

The Frost House is significant under Criterion A for its role in
the development of the North Avenue section of Cambridge, and as repre-
sentative of a period in Cambridge history when little other building
took place. It is also6 significant under Criterion C as a modest vernacu-
lar example of Federal period architecture in Cambridge.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Please refer to the map in the
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