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In Area no. Form no. 

C ' p o r t IIC12 

I 1. Town Cambridge 

Address 129 Magazine S t r e e t 

Name E r n s t F l e n t j e House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner T r u s t e e s o f t h e Carmela 
T r u s t : Rose Spera and D a v i d Anne-

3. Description: 1 F l o r e n c e S t . , c h i a r i c o . 
Cambridge , 

Date 186 6 

Source deed r e c o r d s 
B u i l t as l ' [ y .nsa r i , rer. 'oce_j.ec .:.n  

Style C o l o n i a l F^eviva l s t y l e - 1 9 0 0 

Architect anonymous 

Exterior wall fabricv;ood 

Outbuildinsrs (describe". 

Other features E l a b o r a t e 3 - d e c k e r v . ' i th 

t w i n c u r ^ v i l i n e a r 3 - t i e r o o r c h e s , 
c r e a t i n g h e a r t - s h a p e d p l a n w i t h 
s w e l l - f r o n x b a v s . _ 

Altered Yes 
'•Jillian C: 
Moved 11 o 

bv Date 19 

Dale 

5. Lot size: , ' - , -r ' 

One acre or less XX Over one acre  

Approximate frontage 150 f e e t 

... Approximate distance of building f rom street 
y 

20 f e e t 

6. Recorded by B a i n b r i d g e B u n t i n g 

Organization Cambrid~e , H i s t c r j c . - C: 7. 

Date 19 6 5 



7. Original owner (if known) S u l v i l y e r H. q;=̂ r̂ Kr̂ ^̂  

Original use residence - one f a m i l y home 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r n u l t i - f a m - i l v d w e l l i n g a f t e r 1900 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) , , 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

'A..'. 

roaneroua 

vn 
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ar 

This house was one o f s i ^ mansions h u i l t f o r 
: n b r i d g £ p c r t businessiTien a t th.e tiotie o f t f iB C i v i 
.en upper Magazine S t ree t had Eiecoine a fas-hiona51e r e s i d e n t 
s t r i c t . The Jhouse was the res idence o f Sanborn, owner 

a hco?. b i n d e r y and a C i t y Alderman and Co.'amon Ccuncilman 
the IcTZs. The hcuae tras con.verted i n t o a t h r e e - ' . t c r y 

artTner.T b u i l d i n g i r . IJGCI Ey- I t s : o'.;ri.er, i:r 'n~t T l e r . t ; s , •'.-.-ho 
i l t the neighboring- apartment b u i l d i n g s , 131 ]-:azazine St re 
3981 and -+31 Pi i tna- .-.venue CigOCK / f i l l i a m Clar!-. was the 
c h i t e c t c f both the new b u i l l i n g s , a l so e l abora t e C o l o n i a l 
v i v a l ^ , as w e l l as che r e raod- i l l ing o f 12 2 Magazin-s S t r e e t . 

> V 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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NATIONAL R 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S u«it.d s u u . D^.rtm««t of th. i«t.rt«r 
Matioftal Park S«nrlc« 
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X , 

Property t Ipl.'tj e , ^MefsV hiouS^ ( AcmAAASi OMA ) Working No. ^ ^0-^8(r>^ 
- state, County: /Vl4 - AmddlQf'iZ Fad. Reg. Dat«: 

Federal Agency: Date Due: .^JLLILZSA 

Action: — - A C C E P T ./ . 
rasubmission ^-^ETURM y/z3A'7^ 
nomination by person or local government REJECT ^ ^ 
owner objaction photos 
appeal maps 

Substantive Review: . ^ s a m p l e request , appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

M^v^^^^yv^ d iKa HMcj^ 'ob f^^Mjy:k CdtcnzM (^^ZIAM /) 4 

AO c^^f^i e^^^^ uzz^e - ::i7Zzi'^yyz 
f.€. U)Kd l/Vvu:JUd ikZo iAr^diut(iuCLUh ^ ^ M p . DisciplineJii^Wi^iiO. 

I ' Date ^^ify see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Loca t ion 

3. C lass i f i ca t ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Loca t ion of Legal Pescr ipt ion 

6. Representa t ion in Exist ing Surveys 

I 7. Pescr ip t ion 

. <il»rlo»»l«d un*n*fM) ortgliul i 

. mine eMenm 

. ufmpoMd 

summary paragraph 
completenass 
clarity 
alterations/intagrity 
dates 
boundary aalection 



8. Significance 

aummary paragraph 
completaness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Justif ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10 . Oeographica l P a t a 

UMTI 

11. F o r m Prepared By 

12 . S t a t e Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
T I H avaluaiBtf alfnlfloanca ol iMs property aMMn Vie eiaia is: 

al tmm lacal 

13 . Othar 

[ Other 

Maps 
Photographs 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to {^Zl/j IL^A A 

S igned , /^^^ ' (^^U?6^ r^atP ^ - j ^ - Z - Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Itam may be continued on an attached sheet 



FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo nu mber H 0 3 - 2.| 
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In Area no. Form no. 
e r r 

C ' p o r t IIC12 

1- Town Cambridge 

Address 129 Magazine S t ree t 

Name Erns t F l e n t j e House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner Trustees o f the Carmela 
T r u s t : Rose Spera and David Anne-

3. Description: 1 Florence S t . , c h i a r i c o , 
Cambridge^, MA 

Date 186 6 

Source deed records 
B u i l t as Mansard, remodel led i n  

Style C o l o n i a l Rev iva l s t y l e ' 1 9 0 0 

Arcilitect anonymous 

Exterior wall fabricwood 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features Elabora te 3-decker w i t h 

twin curvilinear 3-tier porches. 
creating heart-shaped plan with 
swell-front bays. , 

Altered Yes - by Date 19QQ 
W i l l i a m C l a r k , a r c h i t e c t 
Moved No Date 

5. Lot size; • .« 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 15 0 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building from street 

20 f e e t 

6. Recorded by Bainbrid,g:e Bunt ing 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 196 5 

19/^2(^086/469/560 

>0M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) S u l v i l y e r H. Sanborn 

Original use res idence - one f a m i l y home 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates m u l t i - f a m l T y d w e l l i n g a f t e r 19,QQ 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention , 
Commerce Industry Social/ , ] 
Communication Military ' humanitarian 
Community development Political Transportation s. 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This h-onse was one o f s i x ja^n^ion^ JhuiJLt ^ov prp^egpou^ 
Cambridgeport biisilieasTBen a t t h £ tiJse o f the. ^^fistiXJH&tW - r - ^ -
v^Rerr-Tippea? ^^a^azine -Street Jiad Kecome a fashiona51e r e s i d e n t i a r 
d i s t r i c t , TEe JEo-use was the pesxTdence o f Sanborn, owner 
o f a liook. b jndeyy an3 a Ci ty: AldeaOTan and Cojojnon Councilman 
i n the ISJQs. The Ssjise vsa5 conyer ted i n t o a thpee-^^tory 
apartment b t i i l d i n ^ I n 19:cra By- i t s : ome3», Eens^t 7 l 6 n t j e , wh.o 
b u i l t th.e neigEEorin-g apartjaent. b u i l d i n g s , 131 Magazine S t r e e t 
ClSasl and 431 Pntnaji^ A^^enue Q 9 0 0 ) . W i l l i a m Clark was the 
a r c h i t e c t o f bo th the new E a i l d i n g s , a l so e l abora t e C o l o n i a l 
Re-\7i-valf?f, as w e l l as tEe Tremodelling o f 12 9 Magazinfe S t ree ts 

. • , 'v. • „ • . y-.y. Zy.--

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) - . . .. -.^ ̂  , • 

Z • 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM̂ SSION 
Office of the Secret:ary, Boston 

CotOTunity: 

Cambridge 

Form No: 
CPT 

I I . C . 1 2 

Property Name: Ernst Flentje House 

Indicate each item on inventory foim whidi is being continued below. 

.The Ernst Flentje House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the s t y l i s t i c epitome 
of the three-decker type i n Cambridge. I t was characterized by Bain­
bridge Bunting, the Coimnission's Survey Director, as "an extraordinary 
three-decker - (the) most exaggeratedly elaborate i n a l l Cambridgeport".^ 
The fact that an e a r l i e r mansion was converted to a three-decker of 
extreme opulence r e f l e c t s the social changes taking place i n Cambridge-
port at the turn of the century. The wave of elaborate mansions that 
followed the opening of the horse car route to Boston i n 1853 had sub­
sided, and the f i r s t generation of owners began to die o f f by 1880. 
With the e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n of street cars a f t e r 1895, lower Cambridgeport 
became a t t r a c t i v e to the new middleclass. The three-decker type of 
housing, which was pioneered i n Cambridge by the "hotels" of the 1880s 
(see Norfolk Street N.R.D.) gained acceptance by ar c h i t e c t u r a l elabora­
t i o n of what was f i r s t seen as a type of structure one grade above the 
tenement. The exuberantly detailed F l e n t j e House i s an important mani­
f e s t a t i o n of t h i s s h i f t i n social a t t i t u d e s toward housing. The Ernst 
-Flentje House meets c r i t e r a A and C of the National Register of His t o r i c 
Places. 

•Cambridge A r c h i t e c t u r a l Inventory form, 1965. 

'it'"--.--' 

Z'Z 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Form 10-(00-a 
(r*1) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P iaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numt)er Pages''^'' 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

41.̂  Boston Woven Hose and Rubber — Z Keeper 
^ Company D O E / O W N E R O B J E C T I O N 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

Davenport Car Works 

" 4>;7^11is, Asa, 

Keeper / h Z'.'-K ¥ . / J f > -

Attest 

House y" Keeper 

Attest 

4Z^AI^ 

Flentje, Ernst, House M a ^ t t y S HevieW v^Keeper 

Attest 

Kennedy, The 

'^6, Lamson, Rufus, House 

• 47. Mason, Josiah, J r . , House 

43, Nevman, Andrew, House 

49, Odd Fellows Hall 

./Keeper 

Attest 

y" Keeper (AjjAxjt^ 1̂ .ZyoAZK Ẑv̂  4'./7-fc 

Attest 
i ~~ 

,, ^Keeper UJLIJILO^ UZ^A^^yiiu^ ^./5-£3 

Attest 

Keeper { A J A J Z L Z ^ I Z . ÂX/yAZk̂ SMî  ̂ . [1 ^ 

Attest 

^Keeper IAIAJLOZ^ / ^ . A I A ^ Z L U ^ ^.(3.9^ 

Attest 

President's House- ^K 
DOE/OWNER OBJECTION 

— Attest 

eeper AV7 / / ? \ z 











Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 
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