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9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

4 

S 

This is the much remodelled Coolidge farmhouse, 
one of f i v e structures of some an t i q u i t y surviving 
on the h i l l . ' • 

In 1821 Josiah Coolidge bought 33-1/2 acres of 
land and began to b u i l d the house the next year, s t a r t i n g 
with the e l l . I t was completely finished by 182 8. 

The o r i g i n a l Federal house has been altered greatly 
over the years: the roof l i n e was changed, dormers 
were added, and the two sides of the fr o n t porch 
were enclosed and made into bays. 

Because of the extensive a l t e r a t i o n s , the house 
i s more significant?^^a study of the development of 

;: : a house over a period of 150 years than as an 
example of Federal architecture. 

I t i s also the last remnant of the l a s t surviving farm 
in Cambridge to succumb to development. U n t i l the early 
twentieth century, the. Coolidge Farm preserved the farm 
open spaces which once t y p i f i e d Cambridge. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form vrfiich is being continued below. 

, The Josiah Coolidge House i s associated w i t h the Josiah Coolidge 
Farm, which occupied a drumlin on the banks of the Charles River w i t h i n 
s i g h t of Harvard Square u n t i l i t was sold f o r s u b d i v i s i o n i n 1910. I t 
was the l a s t working farm i n Cambridge, and the l a s t of the Old Cambridge 
estates to be subdivided. The f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n of the area i s drawn 
from Report Four: Old Cambridge of the Survey of A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y 
i n Cambridge: 

'......'". ..' _ . ^ ,- . . . _, .. .. 
The h i s t o r y as w e l l as the l o c a t i o n of Coolidge H i l l sets i t somewhat 
apart from B r a t t l e S treet. Here, a t what l a t e r became known as 
Gerry's Landing, the bank of t±ie Charles River o f f e r e d a f i r m landing 
place, and i t was near t h i s p o i n t t h a t S i r Richard S a l t o n s t a l l i n 
16 30 es t a b l i s h e d the f i r s t Watertown settlement. 

U n t i l Memorial Drive was extended through t o Fresh Pond Parkway i n 
1946, tihis v a l l e y was meadowland leading down t o the Charles River. 

When the i n i t i a l s e t t l e r s removed toward Watertown Square a f t e r 
1635 the allotments were gatJriered i n t o farms by a few remaining 
f a m i l i e s . Most of Coolidge H i l l was acquired .by the Samuel Thatcher 
f a m i l y , i n whose possession"ife-^emained u n t i l 1793. Owned l a t e r by 
Elbridge Gerry - and thus b r i e f l - y annexed t o Elmwood estate - i t 
came ev e n t u a l l y i n t o the hands of Josiah Coolidge and h i s son Joseph, 
who kept the farm together u n t i l World War I , except f o r some 11 acres 
sold i n 1865 t o the c i t y f o r the- Cambridge Cemetery. The l a s t remnant 
of the farm disappeared i n 19 24. ''Near what had e a r l i e r been an 
access road t o a farm f u r t h e r south on the r i v e r , Coolidge Avenue 
was l a i d out i n 1830 and became the boundary of the newly founded 
Mt. Auburn Cemetery. ' . . „:"' 

P a r t i t i o n i n g of Coolidge H i l l began i n 1910 w i t h sales of the lower 
meadows t o Browne and Nichols School and i n 19 25 t o Shady H i l l School; 
the eastern c r e s t was purchased by the Forbes f a m i l y i n 1910 and 
developed as a f a m i l y enclave. The more i n t e n s i v e s u b d i v i s i o n of 
the h i l l ' s northern slope as Coolidge H i l l Road took place i n 1915, 
while l a r g e r h i l l t o p l o t s were l a i d out i n 1924. 

Surrounded by cemeteries, school grounds, and a t r a f f i c a r t e r y , 
Coolidge H i l l i s very much of an i s l a n d , and i t i s f u r t h e r protected 
by one-way s t r e e t s t h a t seem only t o lead 'out'. As a r e s u l t , the 
d i s t r i c t ' s s t r e e t s are as q u i e t as they were f o r t y years ago and 
t h e i r l a y o u t [Prof. Henry V. Hubbard of Pray, Hubbard & White] a t ­
t a i n s the same picturesque i n f o r m a l i t y as Larchwood, although the 
houses on top of the h i l l are l a r g e r . Like Larchwood [a nearby 
development of 1915], they provide a p e r f e c t l o c a l i t y i n which to 
study and compare high-grade r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g before and a f t e r 
the F i r s t World War. , . j. • .i. • ^ • 

(see over - c o n t i n u a t i o n ) 
Staple to Inventory form at b o t t om 



fi 
\ " Though the 17th-century Thatcher farmhouse near the comer of Coolidge Avenue 

and Mt. Auburn Street disappeared in 1831, five other structures of some 
antiquity survive on the h i l l . Numbers 8 and 10 Coolidge H i l l Road are the 
service wing and main portion (separated in 1936) of the Widow Ome's house. 
This building began l i f e in 1807 as a store across the parkway, on the grounds , 
of the Home for Aged People; two years later i t was moved to i t s present site 
and adapted as a house. Its bam (6 Coolidge H i l l Road) was remodeled as a 
residence in 1900 by Ralph Adams Cram. The two Coolidge houses also survive: 
24 Coolidge H i l l Road (1822, remodeled 1900) and 34 Coolidge Avenue built in 
1856. And finally, there is the trim l i t t l e Federal house of 1801 at 144 

. Coolidge H i l l , moved here in 1929, from IS Appian Way. 

In 1821 Josiah Coolidge bought 33̂2 acres of land which included the present 
24 Coolidge H i l l Road. He began to build the house next year, starting with the 
e l l . Work on the major portion of the house probably did not begin until 1825 
since Coolidge was not taxed for a new house until 1826. I t was finished by 
1828, the last year i t was taxed as a "new " house. 

In i t s present form, the Josiali Coolidge Hbuse reflects the gradual 
' residential development of Coolidge H i l l during the 19th century. Constructed 

in the 1820's in the Greek Revival style, i t was later remodeled with jerkin-
headed gables and front porches. C. 1900, just before fianl subdivision of 
the Coolidge Farm, i t assumed i t s present form. Alterations carried out in 1900 
included removal of a jerkin-headed cross gable and subsitution of three dormers; 
enclosure of the porches, retaining the original triglyph detailing on the fireze 
boards; and addition of two bay windows on the north end of the house. These 
alterations clearly changed the original Federal character of house, as shown 
on the accompanying photo of about 1870. The architect of the alterations is 
unknown. 

Because of the extensive alterations, the house is not significant as an ,, 
exanple of Federal architecture. I t i s , however, an interesting study of the 
development of a house over a period of 150 years. * 

The Coolidge Ifouse is significant under Criterion A for i t s association 
with the Coolidge Farm and the development of this section of Cambridge. 

•.'Hi - V . 

: • - . . : . • .tfy 
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