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7. Original owner (if known) Josiah Coolidge

Original use residential

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  cono

Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development XX Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This is the much remodelled Coolidge farmhouse,
one of five structures of some antiquity surviving
on the hill.

In 1821 Josiah Coolidge bought 33-1/2 acres of
land and began to build the house the next year, starting
with the ell. It was completely finished by 1828.

The original Federal house has been altered greatly
over the years: the roof line was changed, dormers
were added, and the two sides of the front porch
were enclosed and made into bays.

Because of the extensive alterations, the house
is more 51gn1f1can? a study of the development of
a house over a period of 150 years than as an
example of Federal architecture.

It is also the last remnant of the last surviving farm
in Cambridge to succumb to development. Until the early
twentieth century, the Coolidge Farm preserved the farm

open spaces which once typified Cambridge.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) ¢
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7. Original owner (if known)

Jasiah Cool 'Ldge

Original use residential.

Subsequent

uses (if any) and dates  cape

. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation’ Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development XX Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This is the much remodelled Coolidge farmhouse,

one of five structures of some antiquity surviving
on the hill.

In 1821 Josiah Coolidge bought 33-1/2 acres of )
land and began to build the house the next year, starting
with the ell. It was completely finished by 1828.

The original Federal house has been altered greatly
over the years: the roof line was changed, dormers
were added, and the two sides of the front porch
were enclosed  and made into bays.

Because of the extensive alterations, the house
is more significan't’;a study of the development of
a house over a period of 150 years than as an
example of Federal architecture.

It is also the last remnant of the last surviving farm
in Cambridge to succumb to development. Until the early
twentieth century, theé:Coolidge Farm preserved the farm
open spaces which once typified Cambridge.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

) The Josiah Coolidge House is associated with the Josiah Coolidge
Farm, which occupied a drumlin on the banks of the Charles River within
sight of Harvard Square until it was sold for subdivision in 1910. It
was the last working farm in Cambridge, and the last of the 0ld Cambridge
estates to be subdivided.  The following description of the area is drawn
from Report Four: . 0ld Cambridge of the Survey of Architectural History
in Cambridge:

The history.as well as the location of Coolidge Hill sets it somewhat
apart from Brattle Street. Here, at what later became known as
Gerry's Landing, the ‘bank of the Charles River offered a firm landing
place, and it was near this point that Sir Richard Saltonstall in
1630 established the first Watertown settlement.

Until Memorial Drive was extended through to Fresh Pond Parkway in
1946, this valley was meadowland leading down to the Charles River.

When the initial settlers removed toward Watertown Square after

1635 the allotments were gathered into farms by a few remaining

families. Most of Coolidge Hill was acquired by the Samuel Thatcher
family, in whose possession i#-remained until 1793. Owned later by * @
Elbridge Gerry - and thus briéfly annexed to Elmwood estate - it o
came eventually into the hands of Josiah Coolidge and his son Joseph,
who kept the farm together until World War I, except for some 1l acres
sold in 1865 to the city for the- Cambrldge Cemetery. The last remnant
of the farm disappeared in 1924. “Near what had earlier been an

access road to a farm further south on the river, Coolidge Avenue

was laid out in 1830 and became the boundary of the newly founded

Mt. Auburn Cemetery

Partitioning of Coolldge Hill began in 1910 with sales of the lower
meadows to Browne and Nichols School and in 1925 to Shady Hill School;
the eastern crest was purchased by the Forbes family in 1910 and
developed as a family enclave. The more intensive subdivision of

the hill's northern slope as Coolidge Hill Road took place in 1915,
while larger hilltop lots were laid out in 1924.

Surrounded by cemeteries, school grounds, and a traffic artery,
Coolidge Hill is very much of an island, and it is further protected
by one-way streets that seem only to lead 'out'. As a result, the
district's streets are as quiet as they were forty years ago and
their layout [Prof. Henry V. Hubbard of Pray, Hubbard & White] at-
tains the same picturesque informality as Larchwood, although the
houses on top of the hill are larger. Like Larchwood [a nearby
development of 1915], they provide a perfect locality in which to
study and compare high-grade residential building before and after
the First World War. ; : A
(seé over - continuation)

Staple to Inventory form at bottom




Though the 17th-century Thatcher farmhouse near the corner of Coolidge Avenue
and Mt. Auburn Street disappeared in 1831, five other structures of some
antiquity survive on the hill. Numbers 8 and 10 Coolidge Hill Road are the
service wing and main portion (separated in 1936) of the Widow Orne's house.
This building began life in 1807 as a store across the parkway, on the grounds
of the Home for Aged People; two years later it was moved to its present site
and adapted as a house. Its barn (6 Coolidge Hill Road) was remodeled as a
residence in 1900 by Ralph Adams Cram. The two Coolidge houses also survive:
24 Coolidge Hill Road (1822, remodeled 1900) and 34 Coolidge Avenue built in
1856. And finally, there is the trim little Federal house of 1801 at 144
Coolidge Hill, moved here in 1929, from 15 Appian Way.

In 1821 Josiah Coolidge bought 33 acres of land which included the present
24 Coolidge Hill Road. He began to build the house next year, starting with the
ell. Work on the major portion of the house probably did not begin until 1825
since Coolidge was not taxed for a new house until 1826. It was finished by
1828, the last year it was taxed as a 'mew ' house.

_ In its present form, the Josiah Coolidge House reflects the gradual
residential development of Coolidge Hill during the 19th century. Constructed
in the 1820's in the Greek Revival style, it was later remodeled with jerkin-
headed gables and front porches. C. 1900, just before fianl subdivision of
the Coolidge Farm, it assumed its present form. Alterations carried out in 1900
included removal of a jerkin-headed cross gable and subsitution of three dormers;
enclosure of the porches, retaining the original triglyph detailing on the fireze
boards; and addition of two bay windows on the north end of the house. These
alterations clearly changed the original Federal character of house, as shown

on the accompanying photo of about 1870. The architect of the alterations is
unknown.

Because of the extensive alterations, the house is not significant as an
example of Federal architecture. It is, however, an interesting study of the
development of a house over a period of 150 years.

~ The Coolidge House is significant under Criterion A for its association
with the Coolidge Farm and the development of this section of Cambridge.
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