
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 
iy\c 

Mid-Camb. I IB23 

1- Town Cambri dgp 

Address 6 7 K i r k l a n d S t r e e t 

F r a n c i s J . C h i l d House 

use Topt;^-^pTTfi 

.ption: 

861 

irce 

itect i i n V n n T . m 

Z\Y^y^ %<?^^iy^. 
yyw y^ 

rr y j • * 

r ior wall fabric wonti r . lf lpborard 

Outbuildings (describe) 

^ • z :yyzzyyyzyi • 
Z l \ . \ ^ Z Z y y < Z i \ ' I 

. I yz:yZiy . z^. y\ 

other features ^^^^^ M^nc.-n^ w i t h j i g ­

saw COmi ce , P>nr,r̂ r\ d-pnps i n pr^n-

j t t c t i n g bay—above p o r c h . 

Altered y p ^ _ ,„TTnr1nws D^te 
r e m o d e l l e d 

Moved Date 

n n w n 

J ! z y y y y y . . r y y t 
i-y,y^z.^iyz^^y ^z, • 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less yy Over one acre  

Approximate frontage i n n f p p i -

• I , ZP p f 
~y 

•y 
r" 

— — I ' 

5M-2-75-R061465 (20M-2n76) 

1̂ ! 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

fi*^ • ' " p p - i -

6. Recorded by A n t o i n g t t p T^nwning 

Organization Cambri dpp H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 19 6 7 



7. Origiaal owner (if known) F r s - - — T ^^-^'^ 

Original use r^asidential 

Subsequent uses (if any) and date8_ samp 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

JQL. 

ZX. 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

inventioa 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

) 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Number 67 K i r k l a n d S t r e e t i s located i n the Shady H i l l 
neighborhood of Cambridge and i s adjacent t o Nvimber 61, the 
•former home of Charles W. E l i o t , past President of Harvard . 
B u i l t i n 1861, the b u i l d i n g f e a t u r e s heaxagonal s l a t e s i n the 

.curved lower mansard r o o f and a f u l l f r o n t porch. The porch has 
chamfered p o s t s , and the dormers above are topped by jigsaw cornice 
boards. The b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l clapboard s i d i n g , and 
i s set back from the road admidst numerous trees and shrubs. 

r 10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

I 



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES nSS^i l lT t^^ 

EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

^^y^^&Zo <y. d-Aiydnc yznc<2iL.. 
f — T J P r n p ^ r f y C ^ Z - A ^ / p e U f e . A ^ u l Z r y U / 2 / Z ^ u J ^ W f t r l r i n q / / - / / V g ^ ' - ^ <^<^^ 
Z::^. Stat* , ftaunty J ^ j ^ - /U<.y^/e<2Ay F«d. R»g. D a U : 
' ' Fadaral Agancy: • Paf Du«- Z/y/Z^ 

Action: ACCEPT ,̂ ^ — 
rasubmisaion *^RgTURM ^ 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant R E J E C T 
ownar objaction photos-Z-
jappaal • m a p s -

Substantiva Raviaw: ^ _ sampla raquast appaal >iNR dac ision 

Raviawar's commants: 

/)o y)^^n^^f^^'r^'^''-^ -
• .^yuyeyhy^ ^fieyA.c&reyaAedMf-

y y i Z j ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Racom./Critaria . ^ ^ ^ k ^ ± ^ Z 2 _ 

' ^ , - . . ^ Data ^ ^ ^ ^ 
aaa continuation shaat 

•Nomination raturnad for: tachnical corrections cited below 
^ _ a u b s t a n t i v a raasons discussad balow 

1. N a m * 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n o r of Proporty 

S . L o c a t i o n of Loga l Doscr ipt ion 

6. Roprosontat ion in Ex is t ing S u r v o y s 

7. Doscr ipt ion 

aummary paragraph 
complatanaas : . 
clarity 
altarations/intagrity 
datas 
boundary aalaction 



6. S ign l f l canco 

summary paragraph 
eompiatanass 
clar i ty 
applicable cr i tar ia 
Justi f ication of araas 

checked 
ralating significance to 

the resource 
contaxt 
relationship of intagri ty 

to significance 
jus t i f ica t ion of exception 
othar 

9. Major Bib l iographical Roforoncos 

10 . Ooograph ica l Data 

• M l 

11 . F o r m Proparod By 

12 . S t a t o H is tor ic Prosorvat ion Off icer Cort i f icat ion 
» Ms pnpwtr aMMn Ma MM. )•: 

13. Othar 
Maps 
Photographs 
Othar 

Questions concarning th is nomination may be directed to . 

«Si^n>rt / 4 y a / j z i a y y l ^ Z X ^ ' n«»> > Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Commants for any Itam may ba continued on an attached ahaat 



F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston * 

In Area no. Form no. 

Mid-Camb. I IB23 

' 1- Town Cambri rigp 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number lO^'7^3Cf 

Address 6 7 Kirkland Street 

Name Francis J . Chi ld House 

Present use ^pni-i 

Present owner ^̂ ^̂ 0̂̂ ^ v.. Mishn 

Description: 

Date 1861 
t VJ, 

..yy\Z<.-'X y. ĵ w-r-r̂ <;.v»ki=-

/' A U zz yy^\ 

"ZZZ.. I LJ T 

I ;̂>-,-:::̂ Z.zy .̂.'̂ y,\y llT^^ 

A^5iE65^R. lHt/«} - 3 ? 

5M-2-75-R061465 (20M-2i»76) 

Source -dee r d H 

Style ^i^^p.-,.^^ 

Architect i m V n n M n 

Exterior wall fabric ^^^^ r.I apbofird 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features gTn^n Mpinc;;:i-pH w i t h j i g ­

saw c o r n i c e , ar.nrn drops i n p r n -

j-«Gting bay above porch 

Al te red yc^^^ uTinHnwa D^te unknown 

remodelled 
Moved Date 

Lot size; 

One acre or less yy Over one acre  

Approximate frontage -|nn f p p t 

Approximate distance of building from street 

fl*^ f p p ^ 

Recorded by A n t o i n e t t e Downing 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 19 6 7 



7. Original owner (if Icnown) Fran- i s ^ P>^-?IH 

Original use pasidpntia l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Z ,v 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

JQL 

-ZZ. 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

Invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

: Z' Number 67 K i r k l a n d Street i s l o c a t e d i n the Shady H i l l ^ ,/ . 
neighborhood o f Cambridge and i s adjacent t o Number 61, the ,,y./^.-' .•, 
former home of Chayles W. E l i o t , past President of Harvard , 
B i i i l t i n 1861, the b u i l d i n g features heaxagonal s l a t e s i n the 
curved lower mansard r o o f and a f u l l f r o n t porch. The porch has 
chamfered posts, and the dormers above are topped by jigsaw cornice 
boards. The b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l cleLpboard s i d i n g , and 
i s set back from the road admidst numerous trees and shrubs. 

z\ 

z 

.Zl*''. 
i y 

i 1 't '• y. \ y/' 

y . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

I Z^ 
y-

yy-" 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Off ice of the Secretary, Boston 

Mid Cambridge 
MC 

II.B.23 

Property Name: The Francis J. Child t Duse 

Indicate each item on inventory form v^ich is being continued below. 

The Francis J. Child House i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s 
i n t e r e s t i n g combination of the Mansard s t y l e with the applied gothic 
decoration one might f i n d i n an A. J. Downing cottage. 

According to Report Two; Mid Cambridge [1860-63] of the Survey 
of A r c h i t e c t u r a l History i n Cambridge, "Mansard roofs appeared frequently 
on smaller houses of the period, especially on one-story cotitages. Pro­
v i d i n g a f u l l second story, the mansard increased the space and comfort 
of these modest dwellings" (p. 71). The Child House i s composed of 
two mansard roofed blocks, each one symmetrically arranged but both 
combined to form an asymmetrical massing. This arrangement i s somewhat 
unusual f o r the early 1860's which tended to favor more formal organiza­
t i o n s . • . 

Cottage architecture at t h i s time was heavily influenced by the 
books of A. J. Downing such as Cottage Residences (1842) and The A r c h i ­
tecture of Country Houses (1850). Downing's theories on cottage design 
incorporated the picturesque aesthetic characterized by elements of 
i r r e g u l a r i t y , roughness, and v a r i e t y . Also important were the integra­
t i o n of the house w i t h i t s n a t u r a t n e t t i n g and t±ie use of ornament to 
lanimate the cottage facade. Elements of t h i s design influence may be 
seen at 67 Kirkland Street. The jigsaw-cut cornice boards are a common 
cottage decorative feature. The veranda i s an important means of l i n k i n g 
the house to i t s surroundings and t h e > t a l l chimney stacks and slender 
porch posts enliven the facade and add to i t s v a r i e t y . 

The Francis J. Child House meets c r i t e r i o n C of the National 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 

...tl. t ^ 



NPS Fonn 10-aOO-« 
(7-»1) 

United States Department off the interior 
National Park Service 

National Reg is ter off Histor ic P i a c e s 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page / / 

, - . ''y y - Z z '.Â :'.̂ . Multiple Resource Area 
' Z- , y ^ '̂  .Z' ''̂  y : ' N Thematic Group 

; , ' ^i -Z ' " '. V:.'.. ' :. . 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 
State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review ' Date/Signature 

101. Harvard Graduate Center ^ Keeper fe /• J 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTIQN -fi J 
; _ - Attest tfOMZ^Z 

IOAL. ^hild,- Francis J., House ^^r^r^^wm Wo^^, •'Keeper g/^ 'J^ 
Attest . 

lp3. ""Hill, Aaron, House B W - l ^ t l v . lf«vle, ^Keeper ^ f ^ ^ n j ^ / ^ ^ ' / ^ y / ^ ^ ^ ' ^ 

Attest ' > . > 1 

104. Cook, William, House Substantiva Bevlew ^Keeper IAJJJUAJSIU. H- A ^ A I Z L ^ ^. /? 

Attest 

105, Building at 10 Follen Street ^* """^"'deeper (A)AJJAA^ f^JkpylAA^ ^.ll'ifX-

Attest 

Ip / . <Hall Tavern <flUi*l««iiT« I'-^^i"*^ Keeper 

Attest ' 

\t7. t Cloverden (Mann House) «aii«is«»iT# R ^ v i ^ Keeper "f^f^^ J ^ ^ ^ y >̂ "̂ <>-<<J 

Attest 

108. The Fairfax DOE/OWNER OBJECTIQN Keeper .A,- ^ ^ Z . . 

' Attest l-lMm^Z 

f y m . Larches. The BSBifiatntw Hevle* / Keeper y ^ l ^ /fyA^^.iAi^ 

Attest 

-l^.>Holmes, Joseph, House iail-'^-^i-nnJ.*- ^^^^^^^ fL^^J^ilL^ J i'Zcr ^ 

Attest 



ATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF H ISTORIC P L A C E S 
i i f4 9tmtmm OtwmiUnamt ml mm taitmrimr Substantive fievlew 

Child, Francis J,, House (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County. 
MA " • - • 

resubmistion 
nomination by person or local govornmant 
ownar objection 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sampla raquest 

Working Ho. / / ^y .^^- :^^<^^ 
Fad. Rsfl. n a f ; 
Data By ^/uaZ^ r yZyZa^ 
Action: — T ^ C C E P T ^ A ^ g ' ^ . 

RETURN 
REJECT , 

Fadaral Agancy: 

appeal y NR decision 

Raviawar's comaianta: 

Racom. /Critaria yUccmV(Z^ 

Diaciplina 

aaa continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for; .technical corractions 
.substantive raasons 

citad below 
discussad balow 

1. Name 

2 . Locat ion 

3. Classi f icat ion 

4. Ownor of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

7. Description 

. i ;^ aummary paragraph 
4_ completeness 
J _ clarity 
] ^ alterations/Integrity 
/ _ datas 



8. S ign i f i cance 

^ summary paragraph 
y . completeness 
y clari ty 
Z- applicable cr i ter ia 
_ just i f icat ion of areas 

checlced 
i_ relating significance to 

the resource 
context C'd/hdZ-yf • 
relationship of integr i ty 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bib l iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. G e o g r a p h i c a l Data 
I l I I I I «« I I 11 i i i l i i i n n Y 

UMTI 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Off icer Cert i f icat ion 
awoluatBri SMnflcanca 9 l tMe propa^^ wrttfMn tne ansa ia^ 

aMe lacal • £??• > 

— = ^ = ^ # 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed . Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any i tem may be cont inued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property ^ 

•'• -« Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 

y 


