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MASSACHJSETTS HISTORICAL CCMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA. 02108 

Form ntmbers in this area 

134, 135, 136 

Area letter 

c 

Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to l e f t side of form 

Photo number 

Town S p r i n g f i e 1 d 

Name of area ( i f any) smiith Carriage 

Conpany D i s t r i c t 

^ f ^ ^ J j G , o . ^ 

General date or period 

iAt Al '• f=ta bcilVj \^.IU^ 

• period c. 1880 - 1924 

Sketch map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties within i t . 
Number each property for which individual inventory forms have been conpleted. 
Label streets (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. (Attach a 
separate sheet i f space here is not sufficient) 

134. 12 Park Street 
135. 14-38 Park Street 
136. 11-31 Park Street 

PAP^K 

1 • a 
S T . 

Recorded by M̂ rgn ŵ hhô  

Assessor's Map #312 

UIM References 
18/699720/4663480 

O r g a n i z a t i o n Anderson NnttPr Fin^golH Tnn. 

Date June, 1981 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 
Ihe d i s t r i c t i s a densely b u i l t up composi t ion o f t h ree s t r u c t u r e s which l i n e bo th 
sides o f Park S t r e e t . A l l th ree b u i l d i n g s are i n d u s t r i a l i n charac te r and were 
b u i l t f o r t h e Smith Carr iage Company d u r i n g va r ious per iods o f expansion by t h i s i m ­
p o r t a n t l o c a l bus iness . The b u i l d i n g s f r o n t d i r e c t l y on the narrow s t r e e t and create 
a s t r o n g sense o f an i n d u s t r i a l / m a n u f a c t u r i n g zone. 

The e a r l i e s t s t r u c t u r e dates f r o m the l a t e 19th cen tu ry (#134) and i s a t h r e e - s t o r y 
b r i c k b u i l d i n g , seven bays wide w i t h s eve ra l broad segmental arched windows and a 
c o r b e l l e d b r i c k c o m i c e . This b u i l d i n g i s t y p i c a l o f l a t e 19th cen tury manufac tur ing 
b u i l d i n g s i n the survey area, a l though most o f the remaining ones are i n the North 
Blocks s e c t i o n . The two o ther s t r u c t u r e s (#135, 136) are t y p i c a l o f 1920's i n d u s t r i a l 
des ign . They cure o f s t e e l and concrete c o n s t r u c t i o n , f o u r s t o r i e s h i g h and faced i n 
b r i c k . The facades f e a t u r e l a r g e r e c t a n g u l a r bays o f i n d u s t r i a l sash. At Wi l low 
S t r e e t , each b u i l d i n g drops t o t w o - s t o r y h e i g h t . The b r i c k facades are trimmed w i t h 
t e r r a c o t t a cou r s ing and p i l a s t e r o rnamenta t ion , which i s r a t h e r un i i sua l ly d e t a i l e d , 

HISTORICAL SIGÎ IFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 

This i s p a r t o f an area developed f o r i n d u s t r i a l and manufac tu r ing use d u r i n g the 
mid-19th cen tu ry . Among major companies t o e s t a b l i s h the^iselves i n t h i s p a r t o f the 
downtown were Smith and Wesson, Tay lo r and Tapley Manufac tu r ing Company, M i l t o n 
Bradley Company and the Smith Carriage Company. This area was c lose t o the commer­
c i a l t r ade center a t Main and State S t ree t s and convenient t o r e l a t e d wholesalers 
and d i s t r i b u t o r s i n the c i t y . As s m a l l companies grew and prospered , they expanded 
t h e i r f a c i l i t i e s on ad jacen t l o t s , c r e a t i n g a d e n s e l y - b u i l t i n d u s t r i a l area. 

The Smith Carr iage Company was f o m d e d on Park S t r e e t i n 1827 by David Smi th , 
f o r m e r l y a c a r r i a g e b u i l d i n g apprent ice i n t h e W e s t f i e l d area. He was respons ib le 
f o r b u i l d i n g an e x c e l l e n t l i n e o f c a r r i a g e s , s p e c i a l i z i n g i n l i ^ t frame c a r r i a g e s . 
The biasiness a l so i n c l u d e d sales o f o the r c a r r i a g e s . The business was taken over by 
Smi th ' s son, W i l l i a m H. Smi th , i n 1873. He f i r s t j o i n e d the f i r m i n 1856, keeping 
up w i t h the l a t e s t changes i n cairriage s t y l e s t o i n su re a good t r a d e . The f i r m i s 
c r e d i t e d i n s u p p l y i n g the f i r s t frame f o r an automobile t o the Stevens Duryea 
Company. I t was a c t u a l l y a second-hand buggy frame t h a t was used. 

Dioring t h e 1910-20 e ra , the company began t o s h i f t i t s focus t o auto body p a r t s , i n 
l i g h t o f the r a p i d growth o f t h i s new i n d u s t r y . I t con t inued i n the auto business 
i m t i l f i n a l l y c l o s i n g i n the 1940 's . 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHJSETTS HISTORICAL CCf̂ HSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Comnunity: 

Springfield 

Form No: 

Area C 

Property Name: sndth Carriage 

Indicate each item on inventory f o m v*iich is being continued below. 

Acreage; 1 acre 

Verbal Boundary Description and Jus t i f i ca t ion 

Tiie d i s t r i c t includes the three industr ia l buildings developed by the Smith 
Carriage Works Cotpany on Park Street at the t u m of the century. Boundaries 
were selected to include the ronaining buildings associated with the carpany. 
Please refer to assessor's map #312. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y fo rm at b o t t om 
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1. N a m e 
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3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 
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6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 
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