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Photo number 
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r 

- T o w n c ^ p r i n g f - j p l H 

Address 1675-1677 n^ in <̂ t 

i ^ i s t o r i c Name C h a p i n N I a t i n n a l Rank R n i l H i i 

Qrig inaL Owner:—Chapin Na t iona l Bank, 

Use: Present Amusement Park , 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
Dronertv and nearest intersection. 

Original Bank 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1917 

Source Building Permit 

Style Classical Revivalism 

Architecfdowbray S Uffinger 

Exterior wall fabric cast stone 

Outbuildings none 

Major alterations (with dates) 

facade storesSfacade 1935, 1968 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage OnP ;,rrp nr Ipcc: 

S e t t i n g s t r e p t l i n p Recorded by Fred Cl jarke, ed. Candacfe 
Jenk ins , MHC 
O r g a n i z a t i o n S p r i n q f i e l d H i s t o r i c a l Commission urban con tex t ; occupies corner block of 

Date 1979 per i od bui Id ings . 

UTM Reference: 18/698870/4663960 
S p r i n g f i e l d South Quadrangle 
Assessor ' s Map #315 ( S t a p l e a d d i t i o n a l sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings within community.) 

Located on an important Main Street corner, the Chapin National Bank Building is a 
1/ two-story structure, constructed oi cast stone. I t is distinguished by i t s weighty 

Doric freize and the range of two story Doric columns in antis on i t s Lyman Street 
facade. Although i t s Main Street facade had been covered over by modern panels i t 
remains a good example of the banks constructed in the early twentieth century, and 
of the local pride which surrounded them. An original sketch o£ the building shows 
the Main Street facade looking similar to the existing Lyman St. facade with the ex­
ception of a central entiy. At the preseat time i t is unknown wether original materials 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

The Chapin National Bank Building possesses integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, and workmanship. I t is important for i t s associations with the development 
of local banking and especially for i t s associations with Chester Chapin, a major local 
entrepreneur. Although i t s Main Street facade has been partially covered by sheathing, 
i t is also a good local example of the Neo-Classical style. I t meets criteria ASC 
of the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Chapin National Bank was organized in 1872 as the Chapin Banking and Trust Company, 
a banking adjunct of Chester W. Chapin's large financial interests. I t became a national 
bank in 1878. 

Chester Chapin was an important local entrepreneur whose activities boosted the city's 
growth in addition to making him something of a national transportation magnate. His 
early stagecoach interests were combined in the 1830's with the Connecticut River steam­
boat trade. Chapin's attention soon turned to railroading, however, and he became 
president of the Western, and then Boston & Albany Railroads, gaining national 
prominence in the railroad industry. 

As a local politician and banker, Chapin served as a selectman and later in the Congress 
from 1875-77. He was f i r s t president of the Agawam Savings Bank and of the Hampden 
Savings Bank and was reputed to be one of Springfield's wealthiest citizens. The 
building was constructed on the site of the previous Chapin Bairik ot the design of New 
Yonk architect, Mowbray and Uffinger. 
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Building Department, Building Permits 
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At the Crossroads, Springfield, MAssachusetts, 1975, pp. 36-38 
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NEW BUIlDmO OP THE CHAPIN BANK 

Ko-w 'Under Construction 

INTERIOR OP NEW CHAPIN_NATIONA^ 
- I l l - — — r I — . . . . . . . . . 



JATIOHAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

UtloMi Paik tmrhc* 

Chapin National Bank Building (Downtown Springfield  
MRA^ 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working H L / / ^ / ^ - ^ . ^ ^ 
F«d. R«fl. D a t e : ^ 
Dat« Du*' / w / f ^- /^y^Zyp^ 
Action: ACCEPT . / 

rotubmlssion ^ , ^ F T I I R M / - V ^ V ^ ^ 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant R E J E C T 
ownar objaction Fadaral Agancy: 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: _ sample raquest k appeal NR decision 

Raviawar's commants: 

Racom. /Cri ter ia 
Raviawar 
Oisciplina 
Data 

aaa continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive raasons discussad balow 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Descr ip t ion 

• » i imi i '» i m i i i n n j M i H f «a ongrai SIM 

summary psragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
Clarity 
•applicable c r i te r ia 
jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relat ionship of in tegr i ty 

to significance 
Just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

\ i O . O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 

} y^^c^^.^I (/Ad 

11 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

• a<M* prâ any ••mi m* mm* M: 

13. Other 

Maps 
• Photographs 

Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

Signed / ' ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ natP ^ / ^ ^ / <? — Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 



NPS Fonn 10-no-a 
(7-«1) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service For NPS w* oniy 

Nat iona l Regis ter of H is to r i c P laces "> *̂̂ ^ 
Inven to ry—Nomina t ion Form dateemered 

Continuation sheet Item number page iy*^^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Downtown Springfield Multiple Resource Area 

State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

y 11. Downtown Springfield Keeper 4viU-^yly(^^ Jm<yL J 
' Railroad D i s t r i c t • 

Attest 

i i . Chapin National Bank Building National Rer^st-^^^Keeper Qyl^t.^^y-^i^.Ai'y.^ -V^//^3> 

Attest 
EntereJ In the ^ ^ . / 

1-3^. Henking Hotel and Cafe Hational Register (Keeper /AyA.-^^^-^-/^yc<^ V^y/t^ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ Attest _ 

^«.....^.s....Mmm^^ OBJECTION T Z t ^ ' a i J k J , U r 
Insurance Company Substantiyji Jtkt>yiv.tf. ' 
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Attest 

] ^ Olmsted-Hixon-Albion Block ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^/jCeeper . M ^ ^ ^ i . ^ - . ^ f ^ ^ . ^ > ^ J 

Attest 

1^. Hampden Savings Bank SuSl^Lglster ^ P ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Attest 

1̂ . Fuller Block national Register /iteeper pCA-t.^-^^-^.A^y^ v^/ / i iJ 

EnfereJln'ISi 
Attest 

9. Stearns Building National Eeglstep. j^epev C A U ^ - ^ S ^ ^ ^ V^yM^ 

Attest 

•^20. Morgan Block Keeper A ^ / ^ ^'hllD'^ 

Attest 



A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S £YAHJATION / RETURN S H E 
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tional Put STrtct 
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resubmission 
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appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sampla . . r e q u e s t 

Working N'o. ^/^^^-^ -Jca6~ 
Fad. Reg. nat^- • 7 
D a t a Due:. 
Act ion: 

•crtered in the RETURN 
National Reglst**;' R E J E C T . 

Federal Agancy: 

appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Racom. /Cr i ter ia 
Raviawar 
Diacipiina 
Data 

aee continuation sheet 

•Momination returned for: . technical corrections cited below 
.substantive raasons discussad below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Proper ty 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n In E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations integrity 
-i .11 •>« 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c a 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
elarity 
epplicable cri tar ia 
justification of areas 

checiced 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

9 . Ma jor B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Of f i ce r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

o» 91 9m pn^mni wmm> urn t 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 35 
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