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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, . -
and architecturally significant structures). - . 

The Union M i l l s complex contains one of the e a r l i e s t remaining m i l l s i n F a l l River, 
dating from 1859. Located on the east side of the Quequechan River, the Union was 
one of the f i r s t i n the c i t y to be powered by steam and was the f i r s t m i l l to be 
b u i l t above the f a l l s , a change made possible by the new steam engines and made 
necessary by the fact that a l l suitable locations near waterfalls were by then 
f u l l y occupied. The 1859 m i l l was designed by Josiah Brown, the f i r s t builder 
of l o c a l m i l l s who can be considered a professional designer. Brown was s e l f -
educated and had traveled to Europe f o r study and observation. He was assisted 
i n t h i s early e f f o r t by Wa. C. Davol. Brown l a t e r designed the Robeson, Border " 
C i t y , F a l l River Manufactory and Montaup, of which the f i r s t two survive. The 
Union, o r i g i n a l l y 5̂5 stories high, i s of the narrow m i l l type and measures 
160' X 70'. I t was constructed of i r r e g u l a r granite ashlar with parged j o i n t s , 
i n a s t y l e vaguely r e f l e c t i v e of I t a l i a n a t e influences. As was t y p i c a l of granite 
m i l l s of the period, walls at the base were over 3 feet thick and f l o o r timbers 
were 12" X 16" supported on heavy i r o n columns. Except f o r changes i n the r o o f l i n e , (Cont 
HISTORICAL SI(3NIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). . . . 

The Union Mills Company, incorporated in 1859, was the first Fall River textile ' .. 
company to be financed by community stock subscriptions. The idea of a m i l l 
corporation owned by shareholders was conceived by Hale Remington, who i n v i t e d 
others to p a r t i c i p a t e including S. A. Chace, the company's f i r s t president, and 
David Anthony, the f i r s t treasurer. Capital of $175,000 was raised from twenty . 
subscribers, a l l described as "gentlemen" w i t h holdings from $1,000 to $2,000. 
The o r i g i n a l 1859 p r i n t c l o t h m i l l , among the f i r s t i n the c i t y to be powered by 
steam, had a capacity of 15,000 spindles. During the war the enterprise was 
s u f f i c i e n t l y p r o f i t a b l e to allow construction of a second m i l l of 30,000 spindles 
i n 1865 without any increase i n c a p i t a l or assessment of stockholders.. During the 
f i n a n c i a l troubles of 1879, the property was sold to creditors -and reorganized as 
the Union Cotton Manufacturing Company, capitalized at $750,000. A t h i r d m i l l 
brought capacity to 89,608 spindles and 2,122 looms. During peak years of pro­
duction following World War I , capacity reached 110,816 spindles and 2,837 looms 
w i t h 900 employed i n the production of p r i n t cloth and wide goods measuring 
30 m i l l i o n yards annually. The Union M i l l s paid cash dividends which averaged 
20.7 percent between 1911 and 1925, a record equalled by only one other F a l l River -" > 
m i l l . Within a few years, however. F a l l River's m i l l economy collapsed and the 
Union closed i n 1929. Buildings are presently used f o r r e t a i l space, l i g h t .« 
manufacturing and storage. 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) 

the Union i s representative of the early period of F a l l River m i l l architecture. The 
cotton machinery was b u i l t by Marvel, Davol s Co. of F a l l River and Wnf. Mason of 
Taunton. The engine by the Corliss Steam Engine Co. of Providence was of the type 
which was to become famous throughout the manufacturing world. One of i t s advantages 
was that the exhaust steam could be used f o r dressing the loom warps and i n winter f o r 
heating the buildings. The Union was the f i r s t m i l l i n F a l l River to be heated i n t h i s 
manner. The contract with the Corliss Company stated that the m i l l could either pay a 
fix e d sum or the amount saved i n energy over a period of time, and the management 
quickly paid the stipulated amount because the economy was so marked. This type of 
engine was used i n most subsequent fact o r i e s u n t i l the Globe Yarri M i l l s #2 of 1886-7' 
In 1865 a second granite m i l l , 282' X 72', and e l l s were constructed, along with a 
cotton storage house and o f f i c e . I n 1878 a t h i r d b r i c k m i l l was b u i l t , and i n 1890 
a separate engine house and b o i l e r house were added to M i l l #2, and a l l three m i l l 
buildings were altered with the removal of t h e i r gable roofs and addition of an upper 
story, overhanging bracketed cornice and low-pitched roof. Nine buildings remain 
including M i l l #1 and one e l l . M i l l #2 and picker house, b o i l e r house and engine 
room, a brick storage house and a l a t e r engine room attached to M i l l #1. Most of the 
buildings are granite, giving the complex a unit y of materials i n addition to i t s 
early f e e l i n g ; ' ; . •.••y -.•• - , • s : • 

The Union Mills Complex is one of the city's earliest remaining mills, associated r 
with a prominent local architect,and reflects the moniimental granite architecture.,..,;. 
of the period. It also represents a substantial period of post-^war industri.al 
expansion, and thus meets criteria A and C of the National Register. ' 
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