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Town F a l l River, Mass. 

Name of area ( i f any) sanford spinning co. 

* . , Globe M i l l s Avenue 

General date or period 1887-1920 

Sketch map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties within i t . 
Number each property for which individiml inventory forms have been conpleted. 
Label streets (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. (Attach a 
separate sheet i f space here is not sufficient) 
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Recorded by Vielmetti/Pereira/Fox 

Organization FROHP 

Date ' ' 2/18/81 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

Sanford Spinning i s a complex of large, low-scale l a t e 19th and early 20th century 
bric k m i l l buildings spread out over a large parcel. The m i l l i s located i n the 
southern "Globe V i l l a g e " section close to the Taunton River and Old Colony Railroad 
l i n e . Use of bri c k f o r m i l l s i n t h i s area was common because they were economical 
to ship by water. Although the complex has no central focus, i t i s u n i f i e d i n 
material and i n the use of standard features such as wide bracketed cornices, arched 
windows and arched T-cross 6/18 sasho The f i r s t m i l l (referred to as #17) of 1887 
i s 2 stories with attached engine and b o i l e r houses and was constructed f o r the 
Globe Yarn M i l l . I t measures 100' X 355'. In 1892, Sanford Spinning b u i l t a 3-story 
m i l l (#18) measuring 315' X 100' with an attached engine house and b o i l e r house 
as w e l l as a separate 2-story dye house f o r f i n i s h i n g and dyeing the yarn. A t h i r d 
m i l l (#16) of two stories was added i n 1920. The present complex also includes a 
one-story wooden addition f o r spinning, o f f i c e s and storage and a 140' m i l l chimney= 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused it,' ' 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 

The Sanford Spinning Company was organized i n 1891 f o r the manufacture of colored 
and fancy yarns. By that date i t was p r o f i t a b l e to produce yarn as a sole product 
because the spinning departments of the m i l l s could not meet the demand. Arnold 
Sanford, the founder and f i r s t president, was experienced i n t h i s specialty, having 
served as treasurer of the Globe Yarn M i l l s . The company was capitalized at 
$400,000 and the f i r s t o f f i c e r s also included Arthur H. Mason, treasurer. The 
f i r m constructed i t s f i r s t m i l l i n 1892 adjacent to the Globe Yarn M i l l #3. An 
1893 advertisement gave the spindle capacity as 30,000 and noted that the company 
manufactured "novelty yarns" and specialized i n "superior q u a l i t i e s of hosiery • 
yarns from American and Egyptian cottons." In 1899 both Sanford Spinning and 
Globe Yarn M i l l s merged with the New England Cotton Yarn Company. In 1920 a t h i r d 
m i l l was erected on the property. In 1923, owenership was transferred to the 
American Cotton Fabric Co. of New Jersey and l a t e r to the Firestone Cotton M i l l s . 
The buildings are presently used f o r l i g h t industry. The Sanford Spinning Coirpany 
is_a handscme brick corplex of late 19th and early 20th century industrial buildings 
v*d.ch represent an inportant late 19th century secondary textile industry - the 
production of novelty yams, as such i t meets Criteria A and C of the National > 
Register individually. . . . . . . - / 
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