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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.)

The house, barn, and several sheds on this property together form a remarkably intact
farmstead dating to ca. 1800. Remains of an orchard, stone fence lines, and the
overall farmstead plan are in excellent condition. The builder was not concerned
with locating the farm in reference to existing roads; Hornbine Road, then a lane,

is three hundred feet to the west. Hornbine Road once curved closer to the house,
but has been straightened. Furthermore, the house faces south, with outbuildings

(Continued)

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.)

The Pierce (or Pearce) family was one of the earliest to settle in the Hornbine
section of Rehoboth. This house was probably built by Captain Mial Pierce,

a Rehoboth militia captain, soon after the Revolutionary War. The land was
given to him by his father, Deacon Mial Pierce, the first Elder of Hornbine
Baptist Church. 1In 1850, the property belonged to a member of another first
family, Nathaniel Baker (Walling 1850), although this may be another structure.
An 1871 map (Walling) shows the same house still owned by N. Baker. The house
of 177 Hornbine is definitely shown in 1895 (Everts and Richards( as belonging
to Silas A. Pierce. Four outbuildings are shown. It may have only changed
hands twice since that time. Small farmsteads such as this were common in the
past, but ones which have remained largely unchanged since ca. 1800 are rare
today. This property appears to have been in the hands of Pierce descendants
‘until thirty years ago.

As the most intact early 19th century farm complex in Rehoboth retaining its
configuration and sense of place, and associated with a prominent early family,
the Captain Mial Pierce Farm meets criteria B and C of the National Register
of Historic Places individually.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher)

Everts and Richards. Atlas of Bristol County, Massachusetts, Philadelphia, 1895.
Walling, H. F. Map of Rehoboth, Mass., 1850.
Walling, H. F. Map of Rehoboth, Mass., 1871.

10M - 7/82



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Commmity : Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Rehoboth 61
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Property Name:Captain Mial Pierce
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Architectural Significance (Continued)

located to the south and east. The farm complex, which probably always operated
on a small scale, seems to foc s in on itself as a statement of self-sufficiency.
The ho'se, a one-story center chimney gable roof cottage, retains its original floor
plan and cased corner posts. Both the north and east additions are service ells
(ca. 1850-1900) with fireplaces now converted for stoves. The central chimmey
stack may have been removed about the same time. Theentrance facade (south)
retains its center doorway flanked by sidelights. Where additions are absent,

the fenestration is unchanged, although the window sashes have been replaced.
Significant outbuiidings are the timber-frame barn (61b), which is contemporaneous
with the house; a carriage house (6lc), a large shed (61d), small shed (6le)

and a henhouse, all from the mid to late 19th century. Other features of note

are the many stone fence lines still in place, remains of a fruit orchard, and

a single mulberry tree which may be an indication that silkworm raising was
attempted here in the mid 19th century. East of the farm complex is a graveyard
plot in which Captain Mial Pierce, probable first owner, is buried along with
other family members.
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177 Hornbine Road

Captain Mial Pierce Farm
(form 61) Town of Rehoboth
Property Map 1978
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