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Use: Present residence 
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Original residence 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date ca. 1870 

3100C 

{MASS 

UTM: 

Beckwith S<* 
T> 

19/312700/4636730 A 
19/312790/4636620 B 
19/312600/4636500 C 
19/3J2500/4636740 D 

Recorded by V. H. Adams 

Organization Rehoboth H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date May 1981 

Source a r c h i t e c t u r a l details 

Style I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall f a b r i c clapboard 

Outbuildings attached garage and barn 

Major alterations (with dates) none 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 13 

Setting 30 feet from road^t sharp, curve;  

surrounded by woods and f i e l d s , over­ 

looking Palmer River; r u r a l context 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

The James Perry House, a cross gable cottage b u i l t by a wealthy manufacturer, i s the 
fin e s t example of I t a l i a n a t e architecture i n Rehoboth. The front facade (east) has two 
windows on each side of the entrance. The doorway treatment Is t r a n s i t i o n a l Late 
Greek Revival with flanking s i d e l i g h t s and pi l a s t e r s surmounted with a narrow 
entablature. A double round-headed window i s located i n the large central gable above 
the entrance. The overhanging eaves,on the house and on two small additions to the 
south end, are decorated with modillions and small paired brackets. A four-door 

(Continued) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

In the 18th century, most of the land i n t h i s v i c i n i t y belonged to the Carpenter 
family. The f i r s t Perry to move here was Daniel Perry, who i n 1831 purchased a t r a c t 
of land and started a turning m i l l on the Palmer River. Members of the Perry family 
operated a t h r i v i n g m i l l business here u n t i l the end of the 19th century. In addition 
to the prosperous turning shop which made butter moulds, farm tools and bobbins 
for many t e x t i l e manufacturers i n Massachusetts and Rhode Island, a sawmill and 
g r i s t m i l l were b u i l t i n 1840. This house, which overlooks the m i l l race, was b u i l t 
ca. 1860 by James H. Perry, brother of Daniel, who b u i l t a new turning shop downstream 
i n 1859; the business operated in t o the 20th century. 

As an outstanding l o c a l example of I t a l i a n a t e r e s i d e n t i a l architecture with strong 
associations w i t h a prominent businessman and wi t h Rehoboth's economic development 
i n the 19th century, the James Perry House meets c r i t e r i a A, B and C of the 
National Register of Hist o r i c Places on an ind i v i d u a l basis. Archaeological 
Investigations of the known i n d u s t r i a l remains may show that i t also meets c r i t e r i a D. 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

carriage house and barn are connected as a continuous l i n e to one of the south 
additions. The house retains many o r i g i n a l features including four-over-four windows. 
I n t e r i o r mouldings and doors, clear glass door knobs, and a heavy, i n t r i c a t e l y 
turned newel post with companion balusters i n the central staircase. A we l l 
maintained m i l l race, a portion of the earthen dam as we l l as undetermined 
subsurface i n d u s t r i a l remains are located adjacent to the house. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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