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Organization Rehoboth Histo i c a l Conunission 

Date A p r i l 1976; revised 1981 

Town Rehoboth 

Address 330 Fairview Avenue 

Historic Name Peck-Bowen House 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION:. 

Date ca. 1770-1800 

Source a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l 

Style t r a n s i t i o n a l Georgian-Federal 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard  

Outbuildings early 20th century garage 

Major alterations (with dates) 

rear e l l added ca. 1910 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 3.80 

Setting 30 feet from road; gable 

— e n d to Fairview Avenue^ ^ural context 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

The Peck-Bowen House, a small vernacular cottage, sits at the intersection of 
Fairview Avenue and Pond L i l y Avenue, an unpaved road, which formerly led to Peck's 
m i l l i n g complex i n the 18th and 19th centuries. I t i s a fine l o c a l example of a 
small and modest five-bay center chimney cottage, a common form of Rehoboth home­
steads of the mid to lat e 18th century. The three fireplaces and mantels are , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l preserved, although the hearth i n the keeping room i s new brick. 
Off center cupboards i n the plastered w a l l above each fire p l a c e , and beaded c h a i r r a i l s 

(Continued) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 

history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

L i t t l e i s known about the hi s t o r y of t h i s house. I t may have been b u i l t by a member 
of the Peck family which owned and operated an iron forge nearby on the Palmer River 
i n the early 18th century, and l a t e r , a saw and g r i s t m i l l . The Wheeler family, who 
owned land i n t h i s area and were also involved i n the m i l l operation, i s another 
p o s s i b i l i t y . 

In the 18th and 19th centuries, t h i s must have been a very busy intersection. At 
the time of the Revolution there were at least two residences o f f Pond L i l y Avenue 
as we l l as Peck's Forge and the Peck-Wheeler Sawmill. The pond for the l a t t e r was 
not far from t h i s house. By 1850, a turning shop and a store were also located i n 
the same v i c i n i t y (Walling 1850). In 1871 (Walling) and 1895 (Everts and Richards) 
i t was owned by Allen Bowen who was probably a member of he same Bowen family that 
owned property across Fairview Avenue (#102) from 1818 to ca. 1900. 

mBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

Ev-erts and Richards. Atlas of B r i s t o l County, 1895. 

Walling, H. F. Map of Rehoboth, 1850. 

Walling, H. F. Map of Rehoboth, 1871. 
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Architectural Significance (Continued) 

and mopboards are a l l o r i g i n a l . Access to a smoke chamber between the chimney 
flues i s through a door i n the center entrance h a l l . In 1910, the house was 
enlarged by an e l l at the rear and a staircase i n s t a l l e d i n the corner of the 
house. Floor boards on the second f l o o r show that there may have formerly been a 
staircase or ladder i n the front corner of the keeping room. The a t t i c , now two 
rooms and a h a l l , was reworked sometime a f t e r 1910, with the addition of new plaster 
walls and wood f l o o r i n g . The c e l l a r plan under the main structure i s unusual; i t 
hugs the west and south sides of the chimney base and does not extend to the south 
s i l l l i n e . The exterior proportions of the house, which are unaltered except for 
the rear e l l and a rear entrance, and the q u a l i t y of i n t e r i o r d e t a i l preservation, 
make t h i s house an important record of Rehoboth's vernacular a r c h i t e c t u r a l develop­
ment i n the late 18th century, q u a l i f y i n g i t under c r i t e r i o n C of the National 
Register of Histo r i c Places i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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