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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

Oak Grove, established in 1855, is Fall River's most significant cerretery, not only 
because of the proidnence of tJiose buried here but also because of the scenic value 
of the 19th century landscape and the irrpressive quality of the Victorian funerary 
monuments v\iiich line the winding pathways of this peaceful resting place. 

Originally 47 acres and now over 99 acres. Oak Grove follows the model of the pictur­
esque rural cenetery-park f i r s t developed at Mt. Auburn i n Cambridge in the 1830's. 
Fall River's version was designed and laid out by local architect Josiah Brown, who - ' 
is also known for his designs of early mills including the Union, Border City, and 
the now demolished Montaup-Mills and Fall River Manufactory. The original plan calls 
for a series of rreandering roadways designed to catpliment the natural topography. 
Sane roads follow the contours of the valleys and ridges which others cross natural 
and man-made h i l l s to provide scenic vistas. Many of the roads are concentric eliptical 
paths with axial roads giving access to the interior of the grounds. To further 

(cont'd) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused it, 
and how it affected community; be specific). ~ ..'•''-A 

Oak Grove, Fall River's largest city-owned cemetery, was developed in the mid-19th 
century as a rural garden cemetery, and i t s natural beauties and inposing monuments -
reflect the wealth and pride of the m i l l owners and city elite buried here. 

The original 47 acres of land was purchased by the city frcm Dr. Nathan Durfee at the 
high price of $200 an acre. The elevated site was chosen over less expensive parcels 
because of i t s centiral location and natural appropriateness for cerretery use, and 
perhaps because of the inportance of the owner. In return for the purchase of his 
land, Durfee agreed to buy a parcel between North Main and Highland vvhich the city 
had originally acquired for use as a, park. The new cemetery was located in the re­
latively undeveloped northeastern section of t±ie city near several of the granite . v-
quarries vMch furnished stone for the mills. 

Oak Grove was conceived as a rural cemetery after the model of Mt. Auburn i n Cambridge, 
established in 1831. Mt. Auburn was the f i r s t to combine the idea of a park for the 
living and a resting space for the dead. Rather than selecting the traditional f l a t 
semi-urban site, the founders of Mt. Ai±)um moved outside t±ie city to an area with 
rugged terrain and natural scenic beauty appealing to the 19th century romantic tra­
dition. In the case of Mt. Auburn, the cemetery was developed under the sponsorship 
of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society and for a time played a second role as an 
experimental garden for fruits and vegetables. The design called for paths and road­
ways to wind around the h i l l s and ponds dLn routes dictated by terrain, in this way 
achieving both efficient use of space and picturesque vist:as. Although privately 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Cont'd) 

emphasize the rural s p i r t , avenues are named for trees and paths for shrubs. Landscaping 
i s naturalistic, described i n one early history as a "tastefully ordered profusion of 
trees, shrubbery and flowers." 

The main entrance off stetson St:reet i s marked by a handscme Gothic Revival Tudor-arched 
gate seme 25' high, erected i n 1873 i n a conbination of rough and smooth-faced granite 
blocks. The gate arch i s inscribed with Got±u.c-style lettering as follows: "The 
shadows have fallen and they wait for the day." The date "1873" i s carved i n a t r e f o i l 
at the peak of tdie arch. The heavy iron gates are highly decorative, as i s the fanciful 
wrought iron cross and cresting at t±ie pinnacle. Flanking the entrance on bot±i sides 
are small Gotdiic Revival granite gatehouses with red t i l e roofs. The architect of the 
gateway i s not known. 

Stone walls and fences originally enclosed the entire cemetery. Many of the plots are 
set off by granite retaining walls. The original receiving tomb, which dates from 1857, 
i s Greek Revival i n style and i s constructed of large, smooth granite slabs. 

Approximately 46,500 burials have taken place at Oak Grove during i t s century and a 
quarter of opera1d.on, and plots are s t i l l being sold. The earliest gravestones date 
fron 1822 and were moved to this location from other cemeteries including North Burial 
Ground. The majority are late 19th century markers v±dch re f l e c t the opulent taste of 
the many well-to-do families buried here. Generally much larger and more lavish than 
the sinple early to mid-19th century markers, these teiiples, obelisks, ledges, stones 
and sarcophagi are generally of granite or marble, although other types of stone were 
also used. 

Despite the fact that Victorians believed elaborate tcanbs indicated vanity, many patrons 
had showy monuments. Some of the most inposing were erected for members of the Borden 
family who figure so significantly i n the city's history. The grave of m i l l baron 
Richard Borden i s marked by a granite pedestal surmomted by a female statue represent­
ing Hope—the ^ l o l e standing some 25' t a l l . His distinguished brother Jefferson Borden 
i s memorialized by a nearby obelisk, one of the t a l l e s t i n the cemetery. The B. H. Borden 
memorial i s also a statue on a high pedestal. 

Foster H. Stafford, one of the city's leading t e x t i l e manufacturers and a fomder of the 
Stafford M i l l s , had a miniature m i l l b u i l t to mark his resting place. Stianding three 
stories high with windows and a gable roof, the m i l l i s about 5' high. The grave of 
James Buffinton, one of the city's mayors, i s marked by a fanciful open cupola with 
the name inscribed on a book inside. In contrast, the Slade monument i n the Egyptian 
Revival style i s severe and monumental i n feeling. 

The largest and most irrpressive mennrials are the Classical-style mausoleums. The 1930 
grave of Earl Perry Charlton, one of the founders of the F.W. Wbolworth Carpany, i s 
marked by a miniature Greek Revival temple with four fluted Doric columns. The Sears 
family mausoleum i s also i n the shape of a miniature tenple, with Ionic columns set i n 
antis. 
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