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Organization Rehoboth H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date A p r i l 1976 

Town Rehoboth 

Address 141 Hornbine Road 

Historic Name Hornbine Baptist Church 

Use: Present 

Original 

church 

church 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1753 

Source 325th Anniversary of Rehoboth 

Style vernacular 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings none 

Major alterations ( v i t h dates) 

see text 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage less than one acre  

Setting center of triangular l o t at 

Intersection of Hornbine Road and 

Baker Street 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

The Hornbine Baptist Church, a small one-story frame structure w i t h a diminutive 
projecting hip roof porch with double entrances, i s the e a r l i e s t surviving Baptist 
meetinghouse i n southeast Massachusetts. O r i g i n a l l y , when erected i n 1753, t h i s 
building was a simple barn-like structure w i t h a single large room. The entrance 
was i n the bagle flank facing south onto Baker Street (stone step s t i l l i n place) 
and the p u l p i t was on the north w a l l opposite. By 1802, the parish had grown, and 
increase i n the congregation necessitated remodelling. A gallery was b u i l t at both 
ends of the room and pews were i n s t a l l e d . The p u l p i t , made of hornbeam (presumably 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state (Continued) 

histoiy and how the building relates to the development of the comraunity.) 

The F i r s t Baptist Church i n Massachusetts was establis ed In Swansea, adjacent 
to Rehoboth, i n 1663. I t was a Six Principle Baptist Church under Rev. John 
Myles. In 1753, some t h i r t y members withdrew from the second church i n Swansea, 
Church of Christ and, with i t s blessing, organized what was to be known as the 
Hornbine Baptist Church i n southeast Rehoboth. This was the t h i r d Baptist con­
gregation i n present-day Rehoboth. Daniel Martin was ordained as paster with 
Mial Pearce as assistant. I n i t i a l l y , monthly meetings were held i n the Mial 
Pearce House (#61) and occasionally at the Nathaniel Baker home on Baker Street. 
During the 18th and 19th centuries, the parish grew to such a large size that 
two major renovations were necessary to the o r i g i n a l church of 1753 i n 1802 
and 1869. The parish has always been active i n the community. Suppers are often 
held at the Church and clambakes have been an annual event since 1860 when the 
f i r s t clambake held i n a nearby orchard, neeted a thirty-cents p r o f i t . Since 
1950, they have been held elsewhere i n Rehoboth and serve one hundred-eighty 
to two hundred-fifty people. As champions of c i v i c and reli g i o u s freedom, the 
parishoners voted i n 1888 to become non-denominational and rename the church as the 
Fi r s t Free Baptist Church and Society of southeast Rehoboth, Massachusetts, Incor­

porated." This act by the Church encouraged p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n church-sponsored social 
a c t i v i t i e s by l o c a l residents belonging to other parishes. Consequently, the Horbine 
Church has been instrumental i n maintaining community l i f e i n Rehoboth and has many 

supportive t i e s outside the immediate, now small congregation. 
* * (Continued) 
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Architectural Significance (Continued) 

the o r i g i n of "Hornbine"), was enlarged with s t a i r s on either side. This p u l p i t 
has since been cut down several tiems and i s presently located i n the southeast 
corner of the main f l o o r . Further renovations i n 1869 consisted of moving the 
entrance to i t s present location, lowering the c e i l i n g , and erecting a raised 
alcove to serve as a p u l p i t . The chandelier and four bracket lamps, now e l e c t r i f i e d 
and s t i l l i n use, were i n s t a l l e d at t h i s time. A social h a l l sixteen feet square 
added to the northwest corner that same year was enlarged by nineteen feet i n 
1874 and remodelled i n the 1960s when a kitchen was i n s t a l l e d . A f o u r - s t a l l 
horse shed and several storage sheds of the 1870s were removed i n the mid 20th 
century. The po t e n t i a l f o r subsurface remains of these structures i s undetermined. 

Aside from modifications of the social h a l l and removal of late 19th century 
sheds, the Hornbine Church has not altered s i g n i f i c a n t l y since the 1870s, nor 
has i t s setting. I t i s located where Baker Street meets Hornbine, a minor 
intersection which i s unmarred by any attempts to straighten or widen the roads. 
Another h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t structure, the Hornbine School (#62) i s d i r e c t l y 
across Hornbine Street. 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance (Continued) 

As the e a r l i e s t surviving Baptist Meetinghouse i n southeast Massachusetts, w e l l -
maintained and s t i l l occupied by i t s o r i g i n a l congregation, the Hornbine Baptist 
Church meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Histo r i c Places i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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