
F O R M B B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

M' 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number jyVlTr 'Y-3aA 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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E L / A / r VST: 

(over) 

In Area no. Form no. 

1. Town F a l l River . Mass. 

Address 112 F l i n t Street 

Name Davol School 

Present use school 

Present owner Ci ty of F a l l River 

3. Description: Lge , 2st b r i c k school 

Date 1892-1894 

Source F a l l River School Study 

Style Romanesque 

Architect Joseph M Darl ing 

Exterior wall fabric masonry, b r i ck 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features Bracketed cornice, cent ra l 

tower blocked forward, topped by open 
b e l f r y and weathervane, corbelled b r i ck 

chimney. 

Altered_ 

Moved 

Date 

Date 

5. Lot size: 31,285 sq. f t , -

One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

6. Recorded by Ken Champlin 

Organization F R.O.H.P. 

Date 7/31/80 



7. Original owner (if known) City of Fall River 

Original use school 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8, Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

I T 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political , . 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention ; 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Davol School (1892) and i t s look-alike, the Connell School on Plymouth Avenue, 
are both excellent examples of the la t e 19th century 8-room br i c k grammar school 
Designed by the p r o l i f i c local architect Joseph M. Darling, the substantial Romanesque 
Revival schoolhouse i s p a r t i c u l a r l y notable for i t s square 4-level center tower with 
a Syrian arched entrance and open b e l f r y . Details such as the brownstone s i l l and 
l i n t e l courses, slate hipped roof, copper weathervane on the tower cap, bracketed 
cornice and corbelled b r i c k chimneys have also remained largely i n t a c t . Inside the 
school has four classrooms on each of the two floors and restrooms and u t i l i t y rooms 
i n the basement. 

Many schoolhouses were b u i l t during the l a t e •'9th century to accommodate a growing 
population attracted to F a l l River because of continued expansion of the m i l l economy 
In 1889 the c i t y had 42 schoolhouses with 182 study rooms and 30 r e c i t a t i o n rooms 
Between 1894 and 1900, 64 new classrooms were added by enlarging existing schools ; 
and constructing nine new school buildings In view of t h i s 20% increase i n the 
number of schools w i t h i n a six-year period, the use of the same plan for the Connell 
and Davol Schools would seem p r a c t i c a l and economical I t i s also not surprising 
that Darling was hired, as he had perhaps the largest a r c h i t e c t u r a l practice i n the 
c i t y during the l a t e 19th and early 20th century and designed innumerable banks an^ 
o f f i c e buildings as well as the Bradford-Durfee T e x t i l e School and the Stone and - . 
Aldr i c h Schools 

As a wel l - d e t a i l e d , w e l l constructed and v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t example of a pa r t i c u l a r 
b u i l d i n g type--the bri c k grammar school--the Davol School meets c r i t e r i a C of the 
National Register, i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
Atlas 1895: Shown ' ' : '. :!'.: 
Annual School Report, 1893-Xerox copy i n F.R. drawer under "Schools" ^ , ' 
F a l l River and i t s Points of Interest (1896) p51-source f o r name of architect. 
F a l l River School Study (1975)-Coletti Bros. 
P h i l l i p s History of F a l l River, Vol.11 p.65 
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13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 







%.y ; . AA'Y .V." ' -r'Y-A''-^^' 

Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 

• •Amk,' 

f i ^ . . . . . . . . . . " 

.A''-"'.-


