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I 1. Town F a l l River, Mass 

Address 1975 Pleasant St. 

Name Coughlin School 

Present use School 

Present owner Ci ty of F a l l River 

3. Description: Br ick School 

Date C.1893 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

(over) 

Source Atlas 

Style Romanesque 

Architect Frank I r v i n g Cooper 
(olanue on bu i ld ing) 

Exterior wail fabric Br i ck , masonry 

Outbuildings (describe) _ _ _ _ _ 

Other features Low, hipped roof y / extended 

eaves. Bel t course Corbelled chimneys 

Altered 

Moved 

Date 

Date 

Lot size: 30,878 sq. f t . 

One acre or less X Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 100 ' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

25' 

6. Recorded by Pa t r i c i a Giza/Pam Fox 

Organization FROHP 

Date 1/26/81 



7. Original owner (if known) City of F a l l River 

Original use School 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

X 
Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) ' " ' • ' 
The Coughlin School (1893) i s notable as one of several substantial and w e l l - ; " 
detailed l a t e 19th century b r i c k eight-room grammar schools and as the work of V̂'. 
Frank I r v i n g Cooper, a recognized New England expert i n school design. -

During the 1890's, nine school buildings were erected i n F a l l River to accommodate 
the c i t y ' s expanding population and replace out-dated f a c i l i t i e s . The number of 

^ schools increased from 42 i n 1889, with 182 study rooms and 30 r e c i t a t i o n rooms, to 
about 50 i n 1900, for an increase of 64 classrooms In two cases the school depart­
ment hired architects who each designed two nearly i d e n t i c a l schools, a policy which 
presumably Increased efficiency and reduced cost Thus the local architect 
Joseph M Darling did the twin Davol and Connell Schools about 1892-3 and the Boston 
architect ^^rank I r v i n g Cooper, a native of Taunton, was hired to design the very 
similar Coughlin and Osborn Schools. 

Cooper '"'867-1933") was widely known i n New England as a school architect and was a 
fretment consultant to local school committees. In two decades of independent 
practice i n Boston he designed numerous college buildings and some 200 elementary 
and high schools i n Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Vermont, as well 
as the B r i s t o l County Courthouse i n Taunton (1892) and other public buildings. 
Cooper studied under H.H. Richardson and worked i n the o f f i c e s of Henry Van Brunt 
and Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge before establishing his own o f f i c e i n 1892. 

The Coughlin School opened i n 1895 and was praised at the time as "the most 
convenient and a t t r a c t i v e school i n the c i t y . " The Romanesque d e t a i l i n g and 
delicate brickwork greatly enliven the sturdy, symmetrical facade. The schoo 
named for Dr. John Coughlin, who practiced medicine i n F a l l River for 35 year 
served three times as Mayor. For twenty years Coughlin was a powerful figure 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

ool shown 
1883: no school shown «•„ 

Water Dept.: Coughlin School, March 28, 1894 #5922 ' ; '."''A: 
Building Dept.: No record • 
F a l l River School Study, Vol.1, Coughlin School (erected 1893) ' ' ' • 
F a l l River and i t s Point of In t e r e s t , 1896 (source: name of builder) 
Providence Journal, Nov, 16, 1964 (clipping) 
City Documents 1889-1894- no record of architect , 

1 was 
s and 
i n 

(cont'd) 
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VSNTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORIĈ VL COMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

nf Cotranunity: Form No: 
F a l l R i v e r , Mass. AY?-}7^k93 

Property Name: Coughlin School 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
9. 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 
state and national Democratic p o l i t i c s , although he was unsuccessful i n his candidacies 
for L t . Governor and Congressman. 

As a d i s t i n c t i v e example of the l a t e 19th century brick schoolhouse, well-detailed and 
largely i n t a c t , and as the work of an architect of regional importance, the Coughlin 
School meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register, i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

;.*: y y- r. 

•• 

Staple to Inventory form at bot torn 
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NPS Form 10.900-8 
0.82) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior y-
National Park Service ^ 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page '^y c< 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thennatic Group 

Narne F a l l River Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

'31. Coughlin School * 

32. Crescent M i l l 

33. Davol School 1 

SnfereS In tSe 
National Rea:lR+ 

Kntered in the 

m l m Keeper ^ / f j 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

Attest 

Attest 

34. Davol, William C , J r . , HousSnterea^Tn tSe^ yfeeper ^ g / f 3 
National Register 

Attest 

35. Downtown Fall River Historic DaflJ^^ In tliS /tteeper ,jy^//j> .^pd^-^^^y^y^i....,,.^ 
Hatlonal Register 

Attest 

36. Durfee M i l l s 

37. Earle, John M., House 

38. F a l l River Bleachery 

39, F i r s t Baptist Church 

40, F l i n t M i l l s 

y 

> MJ-cerea ir. tne fKeeper ^ A L ^ ^ ^ " ^ ^ - - ^ ^ ? ^ - ^ 
Hatlonal Reglate_ — 

Attest 
SntereS Ir. f % 
JJatlonal Begistex/ ^ ^ p e r ^ V ^ J 

Attest 
Sntered iC, tme ,  
National Register yl^pgr J^/<^AYJ 

Attest 
SnfereS tie . 

Attest 

Attest 



M T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

Coughlin School (Fall River MRA) 
Bristol County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

r«submission 
nomination by p«r«on or local governmant 
ownar objaction-i 
appaai 

Substantlva Raviaw: _i^sample raquest 

£VAUJATION / RETURN S H E E T 

Working No. YAY^-YyA^^ 
Fad. Reg. DaU: ^ ^A 
Data Du>. z-Y^yy-^ - V^yASp^ 

Action: -Jr^ACCEPTr^'^^ ^ 
RETURN 
R E J E C T 

Fadaral Agancy: \ 

appeal NR decision 

Raviawar'a commanta: 

Racom. /Criteria At<~ AM^&^'"  
Raviewr _Yl^ YA^t.-J 

Data 
aaa eontlnuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for: . technicai corrections cited beiow 
.substantive reasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . Classl f f lcat lon 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n off L e g a l Peacr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

I «l>tOI»T ym» w» 

7m P e s c r i p t i o n 

- summary paragraph 
L completeness 
I' clarity 
: aiterations/integrity 

dates 
- boundary selection 



8 . S I g n i f f i c a n c e 

ATM* •* tliwHlcMm Ci>mak mm* tumtify 

a#MHIe d a m M M w A r o M t M t 

9tatomoivt of Sl^nMloaiioo (In i 

'y\YAA^^. 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t eg r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

9 . l / l a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

» r w B i el nenilnatM propany 

Ouadi 

mm 

r «»«c r«^ la« mmi* )u« tmcat lon 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Th* cvaluatMl (IgnHtcanc* of th l* propany wntiin ttw Mat*  

national atala local 

»l»la Mlalorle Praaatvatlon OtWeaf aignatura 

tmt date 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

S ianed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 







'iii* .y 

Please refer to the map in the 

iple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property » 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 
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