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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

The 1890 Cornell M i l l i s notable as a substantial, well-preserved example of lat e 
19th century granite m i l l architecture. I t i s located on the north side of the 
Quequechan River, prominently v i s i b l e from I n t e r s t a t e 195. The main m i l l rises 
three stories above the basement and i s wide i n proportion, measuring 370' X 120'. 
I t i s constructed of rough granite blocks with finished blocks used f o r corner 
quoins, l i n t e l s and buttressing. The building has a regular fenestration pattern 
which features large windows with 12/36 sash and i s a good example of the increased 
r a t i o of window to wall surface seen i n l a t e r granite m i l l s . Six buttresses divide 
the p r i n c i p a l facade i n t o regularly-repeating bays i n a 3/6/6/6/6/6/3 rhythm. The 
buildi n g terminates with a wide bracketed cornice and low-pitched roof. Also on 
the property i s the two-story granite engine house, a small brick garage, small * *.> 
granite waste house, detached 1-story wooden storehouse, and 160' b r i c k m i l l 
chimney wi t h a corbelled rim. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how it affected community; be specific). 

The Cornell Mills was organized in 1889 with John D. F l i n t as president and John W. 
Hargraves as treasurer. The company was capitalized at $400,000, a figure later 
raised to $600,000. The one mill building of 1890 had an i n i t i a l capacity of 
38,400 spindles and 960 looms for the production of print cloth and odd goods. 
At i t s peak during the second decade of the 20th century, the mill had a capacity 
of 45,040 spindles and 1,114 looms. I t closed in 1930. .. .•'•'.̂  . \ " J. 

— ^ .. — -— .." • ^ ^;^:<!-'7.v, 'S^'-m''^-. 
The Cornell M i l l s are s i g n i f i c a n t as a substantial and well preserved example or-i-'^V|,fe 
l a t e 19th century granite m i l l architecture and f o r i t s part i n the manufacturing 
predominance of Fall River during t h a t period. The property meets c r i t e r i a A 
and C of the National Register. ; . •'• t:-^ - • 
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