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1- Town F a l l River. Ma.ss 

Address 655-685 Middle Street 

Name A B Chace Rowhouses 

Present use apartments 

Present owner Maurice 6e Viola Desmarais 

3. Description: 2 story w/mansard row-houses 

Date C.1877 

4 . Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 

,̂  other buildings. Indicate north. 

Source water, a t las 

Style Queen Anne Rowhouses 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric red b r i c k . shingle_ 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features mansard w/bracket_ed_dormpr.<:;, 

centra l dormer has cone top. 2 .story 

columned oorches 

Altered 

Moved 

Date 

Date 

5. Lot size: 17,133 so f t . 

One acre or less X over one acre 

150' Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building f rom street  

10' 

6. Recorded by Bruce F. Bombardier 

Organization FROHP 

Date 4/23/81 

(over) 
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7. Original owner (if known) Arnold B . Chace 

Original use apartments 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts . 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This Queen Anne row i s the only one of i t s kind i n F a l l River and represents a l i v e l y 
and imaginative v a r i a t i o n on the c i t y ' s most common building type, the multi-family 
tenement. The s t y l i s t i c term Queen Anne is used c h i e f l y because of the peaked center 
dormers and general idiosyncratic q u a l i t y ; however, the porch design is clearly i n ­
fluenced by the Shingle Style/Colonial Revival houses also popular beginning i n the 
1880's. Three d i f f e r e n t types of porch supports--paired Doric columns, paired square 
pila s t e r s and single wide shingled posts--are used i n the f i v e u nits i n an ABCBA 
rhythm. The porches and a l l other o r i g i n a l d e t a i l i n g has survived v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t . 

The rowhouses were among the f i r s t residences to be constructed along the perimeter 
of Kennedy Park and are greatly enhanced by t h e i r setting The o r i g i n a l owner, 
Arnold B. Chace, is not l i s t e d i n the c i t y directories but was the son of Elizabeth 
Buffum Chace, a leading Rhode Island m i l l , a b o l i t i o n i s t and reformer and Samuel Chace, 
owner of the Valley Falls M i l l . 

:rc 

Because of t h e i r i n t a c t q u a l i t y , workmanship, and unusual style and building type, 
the Chace Rowhouses meet c r i t e r i a C of the National Register i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Atlas 1895: not shown (oversight?) ;. 
• ' —.; 1893: shown : ' 

1883: shown \\:A. -
Birdseye 1877: Not shown A'A 

1871: Not shown ' " , 
Bldg. Dept.: No Information 

Water Dept.: #1816 10/29/1877. Arnold B. Chace 671-677 Middle 
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21. Chace Mil l s feubstantivQ Eevleir Keeper / ^ t i ^ X - A ^ / ^ 

" • • ^ . ' Attest _ _ 
Entered In tKe 

22, Chace, A. B., Rowhouses 
National fiegTstep <i^P^' 

23. Chace's, Oliver, Thread Mill ?"*f^®'^/^ M^per 
National Heglater « 

-'yy . . r • Attest 

/•"'Keeper 

Attest 

24. Charlton M i l l Entered in tHe 
National Register 

25. Chase-Hyde Farm 

26. Children's Home 

• * • 27_ Church of the Ascension 

28 Collins, William, House 

Entered i n tKe A - - ^ 
;fational Beglster ^^^P^^ 

• ' ' Attest 

Entered In t"Ee 
National Heglater ^ eeper 

• . Attest 
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29. 

30. 
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Cornell Mi l l s 2nterod in tSe 
National Segleter /deeper 
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A^Aeper ^//t.A<t:> ^^p<(J.LA.r-^.<.u>^:^-^^ 
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