
/ FORM F - STRUCTURE 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

802 

1. Town Rehoboth 

Address Carpenter S t r ee t 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

Name Carpenter Bridge 

Present use Bridge on p u b l i c roadway 

Present owner Town of Rehoboth 

V 

4. Map. Draw sketch of structure location in 
relation to nearest cross streets, buildings, 
other structures, natural features. Indicate 
north. 

N 

Palm*/Hiver O 

#4 

3. Type of structure (check one) 

bridge 
canal 
dam 
fort 
gate 
kiln 

lighthouse 

other 

pound 
powder house 
street 
tower 
tunnel 
wall 
windmill 

5. Description 

Date 1373 

Source Town Records 

Construction material stone p i e r -
a c l e a r span w i t h one p i e r and two 
Dimensions abut tments . 

Setting rural context 

Condition res to red I 9 8 I 

UTM: 19/312680/4635920 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

6. Recorded by J«P* Manyan 

Organization Rehoboth H i s t o r i c 
Commission 

Date February I982 

(over) 

5M-5-7M75074 (Rev. 1-76) 



7. Original owner (if known) Town o f Rehoboth 

Original use Br idae 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

X 

Recreation 
Religion 
Scic 
invention 

Social/ 
humanitarian 

Transportation 

9. Historical significance (Include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Carpenter Street Bridge (1873) which spans the west branch of the Palmer River at 
Carpenter Street is the only surviving example of the small stone bridges b u i l t to span 
Rehoboth*s many streams i n the 19th century; others have been replaced by modern concrete 
and culvert construction. ' , 

The present bridge replaced an early double span wooden bridge erected c.1720 when 
Carpenter Street, o r i g i n a l l y an Indian t r a i l , was recognized as a public road. I t was 
probably f i r s t used prima r i l y to transport sawn lumber from Rehoboth m i l l s to coastal 
towns for sale and shipment; later i t f a c i l i t a t e d the transport of corn and grain to and 
from m i l l s , as wel l as the movement of Rehoboth's growing population. The bridge 
continued i n use with only minor repairs u n t i l 1873 when a special appropriation was 
made at Town Meeting to replace I t with a lower maintenance stone bridge. 

The Carpenter Street Bridge was erected i n two weeks in the summer of 1873 under William 
Lake, road boss, and three assistants at a t o t a l cost of $218.15 ($15 for materials). 
Only local stone from Rehoboth farms and l o c a l l y milledguard r a i l timber were used. 
Construction consists of two head abutments and a central pier of dry l a i d fieldstone 
flared at the top to reduce the cap stone span. The cap stones measure up to 10 feet 
long, 3 feet wide and 18 inches thick. Low stone retaining walls extend along the 
road.-for several yards, i n f i l l e d between the walls and road bed with gravel. 

10. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 



NPS Fofm H>-»00-i OMB No. 1024-0018 
(HZ ) Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service For NPS use oniy iy l ^ ^ H 

National Register off Historic Places _ 
Inventory—Nomination Form dateentered ^^^^m 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

N^"^^ Rpbnhnfh Mnll-iple Resource Area 
^^^^^ Ma.q.qarhusetts 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

I I - Brown House 

Date/Signature 

Su^starxtlve Hevlew Keeper ifk^^^ ydi- dioj J A/A-j 

Attest 

Entered in thd ^ / /c. h 
12. Briggs Tavern National Register VKeeper C/c/lT ' 

--Tiered In tka , '^ 

13.^Carpenter Bridge i'ational Begleter peeper X A ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - X j ^ - ^ (•^^(j-'? 

Attest 

Attest 

14. Carpenter, Christopher, /Iteeper XU^---v<^j---iOye^-^-.y (.Ac Ai^ 
House C60 Carnenter St. V-i ^^red In t h « 

— J L ' 

House (60 Carpenter St.^^-i^^red In the 
National Begleter Attest 

15. Carpenter House -'/acio^i^o.*?® PAeepev X^A^^^^-^^y^^^ ^ AAf'y 
(89 Carpenter St . ) - ^ « l e t e r ^ 

Attest 

16. Carpenter, Col. Thomas, "feeeper /^At^Ao.--t.y-.-<i-y^'^^ ^/c 

i'atlonja Sbgietex- Attest 

17. p u s h i n g , Caleb, Farm Keeper 

J ^ Attest 

18. [cushinfHouse <^ ^^^-V A^'^''.^^^^^^,. feeper ,^.i£^^yty^..v^yc^ 

Attest 

19. Drown, Nathaniel, House ^i-^.-. . . A^eepev /p(jUA..^ty<-^ ^^3<:,,<y-..^^ {.AcAf3 

Attest 

20. Elm Cottage/Blanding Farm <^^eepev rAUA^^-^-'-'y^y^'^-^ 

• i^«^ j j^J i„« ie tor Attest 





8. Significance 

t U « » i w « > a l t\m>*l*eanat (In a m p» i«p«#h) 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing s igni f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f i cance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

9. Major Bib l iographical References 

10. Oeographical Pata 
I of nonWnatad property m... • , . 

UMT Retacences 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Histor ic Preservat ion Off icer Cer t i f ica t ion 
Tha avaluatad algnMtcanca of thte proparty wmiifl tha ttala ia: 

national alata local 

•tata HIatortc Piaaanatlon Otfiear aignatura 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t ions concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 







Carpenter Street Bridge 
(form 802) 
Town of Rehobot±i Property flap 
scale l''=200' 1978 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000292 


