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Area Foim no. 
192 

Town REHOBOTH 

A d d r e s s •^^^ Tremont S t r e e t 

Historic Nane Rmum Hmicp 

U s « : O r i g i n a l residence 

P r e s e n t residence 

Ownership: O Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

O r i g i n a l owner p rob . Charles wheaton 

DESCRIPTION: 

j j g ^ ^ ^ ca 1700 - 1725 

Source archltectu^cal d e t a i l and 
t r a d i t i o n - see attached 

S t y l e vernacular with I t a l i a n a t e d e t a i l 

unknown 
Architect 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 
none 

Outbuilding5_ 

Major alterations (v'ith dates) 

comple te ly remodel led - 1870's 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage one 

S e t t i n g 100' f r o m road : r u r a l rnn tPvt 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The s t r u c t u r a l history of the Brown House i s i n t r i g u i n g . I t s present exterior appearance 
as a l a t e 19th century vernacular structure with I t a l i a n a t e d e t a i l s i s deceiving. The 
owners possess a manuscript w r i t t e n i n 1906 by H. E. Brown, a former Brown student 
(on f i l e at MHC) which gives a b r i e f hisotry of the house. I t states that the house 
was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t in' 1706 as a lean-to structure facing west and r e b u i l t or "improved" 
in the 1870s as a Victorian house with the o r i g i n a l post and beam substructure. The 
chimney base location i s s t i l l apparent i n the c e l l a r . The f i r s t story i s s t r i c t l y 
l a t e 19th century, except f o r some s e t t l i n g , not usually found i n ca.l900 buildings. 

(Continued) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

The t r a d i t i o n a l h i s t o r y of ownerships, as recounted by the same author, follows. The 
house was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t by Charles Wheaton i n 1706, who kept a tavern here patronized 
by travelers on "The Old Coach Road." The property was sold to P h i l i p Short, and by 
him to Horace Bliss shortly thereafter. I t then passed to Mrs. Bercherd who sold i t 
to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Brown i n 1874. Mr. Brown was a jeweler at Robinson & Co. i n 
Attleboro. His fourth son, Isaac- R. Brown, constructed a l l the farm buildings standing 
by 1906 on " t h i s immense farm" except the barn (see photo) which had sttod for at least 
t h i r t y - t w o years previously. 

The Brown House i s one of two early 18th century structures (see Form #170) which stand 
as testimony to primary settlement i n northern Rehoboth p r i o r to 1750 when the major 
focus of settlement was southern Rehoboth. Through i t s reputed tavern function, i t 
possesses associations w i t h one of the f i r s t transportation routes i n town along Tremont 
Street. I t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l transformation i n the l a t e 19th century r e f l e c t s the presence 
of a street car l i n e aong Tremont Street, which brought the beginnings of suburbanization 
i n the area, fostering new l i f e styles and ideals. In i t s present form, the Brown 
House i l l u s t r a t e s the evolution of architecture w i t h i n an h i s t o r i c a l l y cohesive 200-
year context and meets c r i t e r i o n C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places i n d i v i d u a l l y . 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

However, clues to an e a r l i e r i d e n t i t y are found on the second story. Retention of 
corner posts,chamfered summer beam wi t h p l a i n stop, and Georgian period door surround 
doors, and a panelled chimney breast (fireplace gone) provide strong, i f l i m i t e d , evidence 
to validate, i n a general way, the 1906 theme. Other possible sources of information, 
e.g., the roof construction, are currently unexposed. The west e l l was probably added 
when the house was renovated. At the turn of the 20th century a barn and sheds were 
located northeast of the house (see photo copy attached). 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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