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Organization Rfthnhnth HisTnrir.al CmnTni .s.sinn 

Date April 1Q76; rpvi <;PH 1Q81 

Town REHOBOTH 

Address 108 Homestead Rd 

Histor i c Name Elisha Allen House 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date between 1738 and 1759 

Source MLM. p. 133; B r i s t o l Co. Deeds 
68/527 

Style Georgian 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric clapboards 

Outbuildings mid 20th century sheds 

Major alterations (with dates) see text 

Moved no Date 

Q 

Approx. acreage 

Setting 70 feet from rnad, gahlf^ 

flank to rnad ; n i r a l context 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe iiiiportant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

Deteriorated and damaged by f i r e i n the past, t h i s center cape has been undergoing 
painstaking and cautious renovation by the present owners over the past eight years. 
The f i r s t , central portion of the house, was constructed between ca.l738 to 1759. 
A rear e l l was added between ca.l775 and 1825, and i n ca.l830 a formerly free-standing 
"new kitchen" was attached to the east end. In that e l l , a new chimney was constructed 
complete with oven, fireplace, and bo i l e r i n the c e l l a r . This i s one of a handful 
of structures b u i l t before 1750 i n Rehoboth which i s s t i l l standing and not t o t a l l y 
obscured by l a t e r a lterations. Major reconstructed features are the main chimney stack, 
window sashes,-and^interior walls. , . (Continued) 
HISTORICAL SIGlSirFlCANCE (Explain the role owners played m local or state 

history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

Rehoboth proprietors conveyed t h i s land i n the ngrthwest section of Rehoboth to 
Deacon Eziekel Read i n 1738. By 1755, a house was b u i l t here by him or his son, 
Ezekiel, Jr. The l a t t e r conveyed the house and a twelve-acre t r a c t to Elisha Allen 
in 1759 for t h i r t y pounds. He and/or his son Isaiah, who inherited i n 1815, ran a 
cordwainer business at the small farm. Another son, Elisha,Jr. was k i l l e d i n the 
Battle of Rhode Island at the age of twenty-five while serving under Colonel Thomas 
Carpenter. He i s buried i n the Rehoboth Village Cemetery. The property remained 
in the Allen family u n t i l 1895, when Isaiah N. Allen (see attached sheet) sold 
parcels on both sides of the road to Anne S. Brummit of Framingham for "$1.00 and 
other valuable considerations." Prior to that time, a barn had been b u i l t across 
the road. I t was s t i l l standing i n 1905 when the property was again sold, t h i s time 
to Sarah S. Brummit for $10, but i s now gone. A mulberry tree east of the house may 
be a remnant of s i l k industry here i n the mid-nineteenth century. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

Snape, Sue Ellen. Mighty Liberty Men, 1976, pp.26, 102, 133. 

B r i s t o l County Registry of Deeds, Book 68, p.527; Book 97,p.532 and Book 71, p.22, 

T i l t o n , A History of Rehoboth, Massachusetts, Boston 1918, p.354. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM4ISSI0N 
Office of the Secretary, Bostcn 

Ccxnmunity: 
Rehoboth 

Form No: 
160 

Property Name: . ^^^^^ ^^^^^ 

Indicate each item cm inventory form v4iich is being continued below. 
Architectural Significance (Continued) 

Careful attention to deteriorated o r i g i n a l features, 
information has guided these restorations. 

s t r u c t u r a l clues and docimientary 

Sensitive restoration work served to reveal d i s t i n c t i v e and t y p i c a l aspects of 
period construction methods. This fact was recognized i n the early 20th century by 
a photograph published i n Tilton's history of the town. Despite reconstructed 
elements, the Elisha Allen House retains a high degree of ar c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y 
and i s one of Rehoboth's best preserved examples of the extended cottage form from 
t h i s period. The Elisha Allen House thus meets c r i t e r i o n C of the National Register 
of Historic Places i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



#160 

1. A B I . ^ I I BLISS HOrSE, Agriculture Avemie. 
2. ISAIAH \ . A L L E N HOUSE, Homestead Avenue. 
.3. TOW.\ HOrSE. 
4. JOHN EARLE HOUSE, County Street. 
5. L A K E HOUSE, Water Street; Birthplace of Dr. Lake. 

From Tilton, G.H. A History of Rehoboth. Massachusetts, 
1918, -p.kS. 
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3. Classif ication 
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5. Location of Logal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

7. Pescriptlon 
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datas 
b o u n d a r s « l a e t i o n 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 
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108 Hcxnestead Avenue 
Elisha Allen Bouse (form 160) 
Town of Rehoboth Property Map 
scale 1"=200' 1978 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000292 


