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1. Name 
historic 'THE ROGKLAI^D AIJVISHOUSE ( p r e f e r r e d ) 

I For NPS use only 

received MAR 2 9 ^ 9 8 3 — 

date entered 

and/or common The Almshouse 

2. Location 

street & number 198 S p r i n g S t g » 6 4 r - j^y^^ not for publication 

city, town Rockland vicinity of iaaaUiMPN 

state Massachuset t s code 025 county Plymouth code 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district ^ public . occupied X. agriculture museum 
X _ building(s) private unoccupied commercial X park 

structure both X worit in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object U / A in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military J(_ other: r e c r e a t 

4. Owner off Property 

name Town of Rockland 

street & number 2k2 Union S t r e e t 

city, town Rockland h / A vicinity of state I/iA 02370 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Plymouth County R e g i s t r y nf needs 

street & number Court S t r e e t 

city, town Plymouth state MA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I n v e n t o r y of the H i s t o r i c A s s e t s  

title of the Commofiwealth, f^l has this property been determined eligible? yes X. no 

date federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town 
Boston 

state 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n Rockland Almshouse, I98 Spring St . , Rockland, 

Condition Check one Check one 
_ _ excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site ^ / 
^ g o o d - ruins / , X altered, . . . . moved date 

fair unexposed ^"^^ an a d d i t i o n , 
1899) 

MA 

Doscribo the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Almshouse property encompasses i t s o r i g i n a l 6 acre l o t and includes 
The Almshouse as we l l as four a n c i l l a r y structures: a barn,"tramp house" 
and two chicken coops. The open expanse of land i s bounded on the east 
by French's Stream and undeveloped woodland, on the north and south by 
private abutters and on the west by Spring Street. Topographically, the 
area i s characterized by a mixture of wetlands and higher dry areas. 
H i s t o r i c a l l y , land use has been p r i m a r i l y a g r i c u l t u r a l including vegetable 
gardening, cow grazing, and poultry and livestock r a i s i n g ; at present i t 
contains the Community Garden Plots of the Rockland Garden Club and two 
playing f i e l d s . The Almshouse buildings are currently not i n use. 

Functional i n conception and design, the Almshouse i s an L-plan building 
e x h i b i t i n g the d i s t i n c t i v e characteristics of vernacular, t r a n s i t i o n a l 
Greek Revival/Italianatedesign: broad proportions, regular fenestration 
and spare decoration. O r i g i n a l l y , the structure was b u i l t as a rectangular 
2 i story almshouse with clapboard exterior, gable roof and side (flank) 
entrance. This portion remains v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t today. A major and 
similar infirmary addition was appended to the southeast corner i n 18991 
completing the present form. The following description discusses the building 
as a single u n i t . 

The Almshouse rises 2^ stories from a f u l l basement. The foundation i s 
o r i g i n a l : brick above grade painted red, and rubblestone below. Wall 
construction i s wood frame, sheathed i n clapboards and trimmed with narrow 
corner boards. The gable roof(s) with returns at the end, which cap the 
building are currently covered by asphalt shingles; wooden gutters and 
metal downspouts allow water runoff. The o r i g i n a l , now non-functioning, 
central brick chimney of the I876 section remains; an additional exterior 
brick chimney, c e n t r a l l y located on the north elevation serves the furnace. 

The south elevation of the I876 section presents the most formal appearance. 
The o r i g i n a l 1-story entrance porch with turned posts and r a i l i n g and 
decorative sawn brackets runs the length of the symmetrical 5-t»ay facade. 
The primary central entry retains i t s 6-panel double doors with 2 l i g h t 
transom above; a secondary entry accesses into the 1899 e l l at the east 
end of the porch. Abutting t h i s main facade, the west elevation of the 
I899 e l l i s likewise 5-bays wide, although less symmetrical. Gable ends 
(west and south) are also s i m i l a r : 3 bays wide with paired windows i n the 
gable f i e l d s ; central f i r e doors and f i r e escapes on the second story. 
The south gable end of the I899 e l l contains an additional f i r e door at 
the f i r s t story l e v e l . A comparable balance between academic symmetry and 
functional i r r e g u l a r i t y characterizes both the north and east elevations. 
iVindows throughout are 6/6 double hung sash and surmounted by^ simple 
shouldered architraves, the majority on the second story r e t a i n wooden 
shutters. , , 

(continued; 





8 . S i g n i f f i c a n c e dockland Almshouse, I98 Spring St . , Rockland, MA 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric ^archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 ^^archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 - J L architecture education military X _ social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

_X_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
X ignn- I 9 8 2 communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates I876; 1899 Builder/Architect Yieed and K e l l e y (draftsmen)! 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Hebberd and Ames ( b u i l d e r s ) 

The Rockland Almshouse possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, f e e l i n g and association. I t stands as a representa­
t i v e v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t , and regionally rare surviving example of mid to late 
19th century municipal almshouse architecture. Further, the complex 
retains h i s t o r i c a l significance through association with the community 
development of Rockland and as a product of prevalent social/humanitarian 
values of the period. Thus, the property meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the 
I^ational Register of His t o r i c Places. I 

Both the almshouses of the 19th century and t h e i r predecessors, the 
poorfarms of the Federal period, represent early public e f f o r t s to cope 
with members of society unable to care f o r themselves. As these people 
were dependent on the community, the community i n turn provided housing, 
food and medical treatment at the almshouse u n t i l they were able to support 
themselves or be transferred elsewhere f o r specialized care. I n the 20th 
century, the l o c a l municipal almshouse system gradually faded and was 
superceded by state sponsored i n s t i t u t i o n s and by the national welfare 
system. 

Arrangements f o r construction of an almshouse was one of the f i r s t issues 
addressed at town meeting following incorporation of the town of Rockland 
from part of Abington i n 1874; t h i s concern was second only to the erection 
of a schoolhouse. The Rockland Town Reports of I875, '76, and '77 report 
i n d e t a i l the building of the Almshouse as w e l l as the citiz e n ' s concern 
for the poor and indigent and the logic behind the planning of the 
structures. The decision i n and of i t s e l f to b u i l d a new almshouse structure 
i s notable f o r t h i s period. Commonly, towns, poorer ones i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
continued the practice of purchasing e x i s t i n g farms rather than going to 
the trouble and expense of constructing a specially designed building. 
At t h i s time, Rockland was p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n a burgeoning l o c a l footwear 
manufacturing economy. The Almshouse may thus be interpreted as a 
r e f l e c t i o n of growing economic prosperity and increasing population i n 
the newly formed town. 

On May 5i I876, the Selectmen purchased six acres of land including a 
barn ( s t i l l standing) from Horatio Baker. Construction proceeded quickly 
and the Almshouse opened October 1, I876, under the supervision of Mr. 
and Mrs. Columbus Alger. Subsequent caretakers were Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
i£. Sanders (I897-I913) and Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Wyatt and family 
(1913-1979). — ... 

On i^ovember k, I876, a small "tramp house" was erected on the property 
at an expense of $l60. This was necessary due to an increase of indigent 

(continued) 













8. Signif f icance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c lar i ty 
•applicable c r i te r ia 
jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

checlted 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relat ionship of in tegr i ty 

to signif icance 
jus t i f i ca t ion of exception 
other 

9 . Major B ib l iograph ica l Ref ferences 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

1 1 , F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Offfficer Certiff ication 
• Is: 

. tacm' 

13. Other 
Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any i tem may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 























Board of Selectmen 
242 U N I O N S T R E E T • R O C K L A N D , M A S S A C H U S E T T S 0 2 3 7 0 

T E L . 871 -1874 

( i j i r i n .i; 

C iitliunrii- M. Yotiii) 

GeoiLc K. l i j i l j r d 

r\:-
February 22, 1983 nr. 

V a l e r i e Talmage, Executive D i r e c t o r 
Deputy State H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington S t r e e t 
Boston, MA. 02108 

Dear Ms, Talmage: 

We are proud t o support the nomination of the Rocklajid 
Almshouse t o the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

The Almshouse has made a s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 
the h i s t o r y of our community, t h e r e f o r e , we f e e l i t i s 
worthy of p r e s e r v a t i o n . 

Yours very t r u l y , 

FOR THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Pauline A,Pigeon, (Chairman 

PAP/gn 



Copy lo Ke-L k l a n d l i i s t o r i c i : 

C O f ^ M O N W C A L T H O F M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S S E N A T E 

S T A T E H O U S E . B O S T O N 0 2 I 3 3 

SENATOR ANNA P. BUCKLEY 

F I R S T P L Y M O U T H D I S T R I C T 

COMMITTCESi 
C O U N T I E S ( V I C E - C M A I N M A N ) 

W A T S A N D M E A N S 

( V I C E - C H A I R M A N ) 

RULEI* 
POST A U D I T A N D Ovcnt i iCHT 

F e b r u a r y 23, 1983 

Va le r i e Talmage, E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s to r i c a l Commission 
O f f i c e of Sec re t a ry of State 
294 Washington S t ree t 
B o s t o n , Ma. 02108 

Dear Ms . Talmage: 

I am w r i t i n g to y o u i n s u p p o r t of the nomina t ion of the 
Rockland Almshouse w h i c h is be ing cons ide red by the State Review 
Board as a candida te f o r the Nat iona l R c p i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places. 

The Rock land Almshouse has baen a town l a n d m a r k since i t ' s 
e rec t ion in 1876, and is a s i g n i f i c a n t s t r u c t u r e i n t ha t i t was 
one of the f i r s t pub l i c b u i l d i n g s b u i l t b y the then n e w l y i n c o r p o r a t e d 
Town of R.ockland. 

Two small add i t i ons and one l a r g e r a d d i t i o n have been made to 
t h i s b u i l d i n g i n the late n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , as we l l as some 
modi f i ca t ions and u p g r a d i n g o f the p l u m b i n g a n d e l ec t r i ca l 
sys tems . I t shou ld be no ted t ha t none of t h i s c o n s t r u c t i o n has 
a l t e r ed the c h a r a c t e r o r cha rm of t h i s s t r u c t u r e as care was 
t aken to use mater ia ls and p rocedu re s t ha t v/ould not a l t e r o r 
d e t r a c t f r o m the o r i g i n a l Almshouse . 

A n y t h i n g tha t can be done to assist the Rock l and ,His to r ica l 
Commission i n t h e i r r eques t w o u l d be g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d . T h a n k 
y o u f o r k i n d a t t e n t i o n to t h i s m a t t e r . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

p . BuctHey / i 
;na tor U 

F i r s t P l y m o u t h D i s t r i c t 





HISTORICAL SOCIETY l i s ^ ^ l ^ P OF OLD ABINGTON . 
ORGANIZED 1939 

' mSS^ tilSL COMM. 
February 28, I983 

%s. Valerie Talmage 
Executive Director 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of Secretary of State 
29^ Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Ms. Talmage1 

The Historical Society of Old Abington serves and represents 
the towns of Abington, Rockland and Whitman. 

At our meeting on February 27, I983, we discussed the 
nomination of The Rncklanri AlirnhnnRP to the National 
Register of Historic Places. Members in attendance 
overwhelmingly supported this noinination. 

, Sincerely, 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF OLD ABINGTON 

/AJLC 

Fred N. Kugel 
President 



E D W A R D M. K E N N E D Y 
MASsACHUsnr* 

'^Cmicb ^Ictlc^ ^crxaU 
W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 20SI0 

N, 

March 2, 1983 lAASS. HIST. COM' A 

Ms. Valerie Talmage, Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

I t i s my understanding that the Town of Rockland H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission has requested the State Review Board to nominate 
the Rockland Almshouse for inclusion i n the National Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places. 

As you know, the Almshouse i s one of the f i r s t public 
buildings s t i l l standing i n the Town today. Constructed i n 
1876, i t was used continuously as an almshouse for 103 years, 
and as a hospital during 1918. 

The preservation of t h i s h i s t o r i c structure can be 
ensured by national recognition i n the Register. I t r u s t 
that you w i l l give the Town's request every consideration. 

With best wishes. 

2400 John F. Kennedy Federal Building -
Boston, Massachusetts 02203 



Touln of Rocklond 

Jiistoiical Commission 
242 UNION STREET • ROCKLAND, MASSACHUSETTS 02370 

I.-.-^ - 7 i933 
March 3, I983 

MAS.. i-i.^T. com\. 

Ms. Valerie Talmage 
Executive Director 
Deputy State H i s t o r i c Preservation Offic e r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Office of Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Ms. Talmage1 

The Tovm of Rockland H i s t o r i c a l Commission supports 
with pleasure and appreciation, the nomination of 
The Rockland Almshouse to the National Register of 
Hi s t o r i c Places. 

Sincerely, 

TOWN OF ROCKLAND HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Fred N. Kugel 
Chairman 



If 

lllllll 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

7 

AM) 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

March 18, 1983 

Carol Shull 
National Park Service 
440 G. Street 
U. S. Dept. of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

ATTENTION: Bruce McDougal 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed is a National Register nomination form for the Rockland Almshouse, 
Rockland, MA. This historically important complex of buildings is currently 
threatened by demolition, and several articles relating to i t s future w i l l come 
before the Rockland Town Meeting on April 4, 1983. 

We would appreciate an expedited review of this nomination, hoping that the 
Almshouse can be listed before the Town Meeting takes place. Actual l i s t i n g 
would greatly enhance i t s proponents defense. 

The State Review Board voted unanimously in support of this nomination at their 
meeting on March 9, 1983. The town, as owner, was notified 30 - 75 days before 
the meeting and the Board of Selectmen sent a letter of support. Additionally, 
letters of support were received from numerous individuals, organizations and 
po l i i t c a l representatives. A l l are enclosed. 

We appreciate your attention to this matter, and look forward to hearing from 
your office before April 4. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jenkins 
Registration Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CJ/sac 
enclosures 



Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

/ 

We, the undersigned, are proud to support the nomination of THE 

ROCKLAND ALMSHOUSE to the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 

the Federal Government's official list of historic properties 

* worthy of preservation. 

NAME ADDRESS 

3 ^ '%-^^.JZJ2j^ iSr 6X.r.fJL. j.^ 

IL 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists 

in preserving our Nation's heritage. 

/ 

\ / 



Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

We, the undersigned, are proud to support the nomination of THE 

ROCKLAND ALMSHOUSE to the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 

the Federal Government's official list of historic properties 

worthy of preservation. 

NAME ADDRESS 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists 

in preserving our Nation's heritage. 



Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

We, the undersigned, are proud to support the nomination of THE 

ROCKLAND ALMSHOUSE to the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 

the Federal Government's official list of historic properties 

worthy of preservation. 

NAME ADDRESS 

/<£/.Uc/y /)1 ^ <r C^^ /c,.t^ 9^1 - V K fS C-C/C^.x^l 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists 

in preserving our Nation's heritage. 



Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

We, the undersigned, are proud to support the nomination of THE 

ROCKLAND ALMSHOUSE to the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 

the Federal Government's official list of historic properties 

worthy of preservation. 

NAME Q^O^^ [jJ^rf.^^ ADDRESS 9/Ho^m^hy CJc^-ScWJ^, 

hyiA 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists 

in preserving our Nation's heritage. 



Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

We, the undersigned, are proud to support the nomination of THE 

ROCKLAND ALMSHOUSE to the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 

the Federal Government's official list of historic properties 

worthy of preservation. 

NAME ADDRESS ^ 

// / 

I 

^ % ^ ^ / ' i r t 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists 

in preserving our Nation's heritage. 



Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

We, the undersigned, are proud to support the nomination of THE 

ROCKLAND ALMSHOUSE to the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 

the Federal Government's official l i s t of historic properties 

worthy of preservation. 

NAME ADDRESS 

V 'y U - - i r / -

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists 

in preserving our Nation's heritage. 



Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

We, the undersigned, are proud to support the nomination of THE 

ROCKLAND ALMSHOUSE to the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 

the Federal Government's official list of historic properties 

worthy of preservation. 

NAME ADDRESS 

L C .7 6 C 

"— ' ^ t—r-

/ 

^ 1 • 

.-y jS^^U' //Jy^4y2y 

0 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists 

in preserving our Nation's heritage. 



Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

We, the undersigned, are proud to support the nomination of THE 

ROCKLAND ALMSHOUSE to the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 

the Federal Government's official l i s t of historic properties 

worthy of preservation. 

NAME • ADDRESS 

.AyiA^i. r^cCoM^ ^/y Vieeoh S^reci- ^f:> cM^nd. 

" ^ I f - ^ y ^ ^ y ^ . rP^^X^^^.r^ ,y^.r^r-^y^,\ r 

t;/^///,.//./^.y .//^d? •Mi ?:-c<!i;y 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists 

in preserving our Nation's heritage. 



Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

We, the undersigned, are proud to support the nomination of THE 

ROCKLAND ALMSHOUSE to the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 

the Federal Government's official l i s t of historic properties 

worthy of preservation. 

NAME ADDRESS 

Ay^'lJ ^VS- 6'yy//i ^-/7^yi-

• Q : ^ ' < '-J / C y0:y.<4'/let/' X^-'̂ .̂. " 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists 

in preserving our Nation's heritage. 



Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

We, the undersigned, are proud to support the nomination of THE 

ROCKLAND ALMSHOUSE to the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 

the Federal Government's official list of historic properties 

worthy of preservation. 

NAME ^ ADDRESS 

L-^'Uu ^^.t^f/i^ ^^ss -v](iAki Kc^J'hp 

H\ (QoQ̂ ŷ ^̂  iJ^ .>:S I r̂ ' V A 0 r - \ \ \ M I {̂ ^ LA 

/ 

~^— ~ ^ V 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists 

in preserving our Nation's heritage. 



Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

We, the undersigned, are proud to support the nomination of THE 

ROCKLAND ALMSHOUSE to the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 

the Federal Government's official l i s t of historic properties 

worthy of preservation. 

NAME ADDRESS 

_2x 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists 

in preserving our Nation's heritage. 



/ 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

We, the undersigned, are proud to support the nomination of THE 

ROCKLAND ALMSHOUSE to the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 

the Federal Government's official l i s t of historic properties 

worthy of preservation. 

NAME / I ADDRESS 

^ . - / •^ -y / i ^ -^ - .^ -^ i j 7 r 6 L ; . - / .si.^ir. ioU^-^ u .-vv-v ̂ ^. 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists 

in preserving our Nation's heritage. 



Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

We, the undersigned, are proud to support the nomination of THE 

ROCKLAND ALMSHOUSE to the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 

the Federal Government's official l i s t of historic properties 

worthy of preservation. 

NAME ADDRESS 

^^i^.J^/U f7^..^ .^vv ?r:u-,Aj^!:>^'ii:ZJ^ ry,ML^ 

(l%7:ij{y;iy '^Ttn^J-JJ. 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists 

in preserving our Nation's heritage. 


