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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name Coangpe Guaton

historic David Fisher Atwater Camp

and/or common Camp Atwater (preferred)

2. Location

t
street & number Shore Road N_,.ﬁ not for publication
city, town North Brookfield ﬂ‘.& vicinity of congressional district Second
state Massachusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___district ____ public ____occupied ____agriculture —___ museum
X_ building(s) X __ private ____unoccupied ____ commercial ____park
____ structure ___both _X work in progress __educational ____ private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment — religious
____object ____in process X __yes: restricted ____government ____ scientific
____being considered ____yes: unrestricted ___ industrial ____transportation >
O ___ military _X other: Recreation

4. Owner of Property

name Urban League of Springfield
street & number 756 State Street
city,town Springfield q&vicinity of state Massachusetts 01109

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Registry of Deeds

street & number

city, town Wrcester state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Imigntory of the Historic Assets of the Co%%q“?sa%rgﬁerty been determined elegible? ___yes X no
date 1979 — federal _X state ____county ___ local
depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston state Massachusetts




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent ____deteriorated _X_unaltered _X_ original site

! -

_X_good ____ruins ____ altered ____moved date

_ fair ____unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Camp Atwater is located in the small central Massachusetts town of North Brookfield on the shore
of Lake Lashaway. It encompasses 67 acres of land on both sides of Shore Road; 50 acres remain
undeveloped. Interior access is gained by a U-shaped road which extends south toward the lake.
Atwater includes 325 feet of lakefront property with a retaining wall and beach. In addition, the

camp owns a three acre island which once housed a camper hut. This was destroyed, but its stone
fireplace remains.

Twenty-four buildings, most constructed between 1921 and 1945, stand on the camp grounds. The
major buildings, such as the Main Lodge, Recreation Hall, and Dining Hall, are ranged about the
access road while the fourteen campers' cabins surround them. Additionally, the camp grounds in-
clude such recreational facilities as basketball and tennis courts and baseball fields.
Individual buildings are described below:

The Main Lodge (building #1; photo #1) is a two-story, rectangular plan‘building enclosed by a
broad--gable -roof. It is surrounded by a partially 'enclosed veérandah. Fenestration is irregular
on all elevations, but windows generally contain tulti-paned double'hdng'sash.

The Recreation Hall (building #2; photo #2) is nearly identical to the Main Lodge. Its major
feature is its broad gabled roof which extends out to form a one story porch.

The oldest structure on the camp grounds is the White Cottage (building #7; photo #5) which was
built in 1760 by Roger Stevens. It is a traditiomal 2% story, 5-bay, center hall house with twin
rear wall chimneys. Its original design has been somewhat obscurred by the addition of a c. 1870
one story porch to its facade. The porch's shed roof is supported on turned posts with decora-
tively sawn heads.

Another building which pre-dates the camp is the West Annex (building #9; photo #b). This is a
simple two story structure with a gable end orientation. A one story porch with turned posts ex-
tends across the facade.

The campers' huts ‘are similar in design and all are quite small and simple. The senior hut
(building #11; photo #79) is representative. It is a one story, rectangular plan structure en-
closed by a low ridge roof. It is sheathed with shiplap and stands on concrete pilings. Its
summer use is visually reinforced by the porch attached to its facade, and the continuous band
of windows set directly beneath the eaves.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

X prehistoric __X archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion

__1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science

___1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics __ literature —_ sculpture

__1600-1699 ____ architecture ___ education ___ military X social/

—1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering —___ music humanitarian
1800-1899 _____ commerce ____exploration/settlement __ philosophy ___ theater

_X 1900~ _____ communications ____industry : © © ____ politics/government ____ transportation

____invention _Jggggggg fggy)
Specific dates 1921-1922 Builder/Architect N/A

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
Camp Atwater possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, and workmanship. It is

distinguished as the first and only recognizedcamp for Blacks in the country and so meets
criterion A. A number of its graduates have gone on to distinguish themselves in public life. so
it also meets Criterion B.

Mary Atwater of Springfield donated 60 acres of land to Dr. William DeBerry in memory of her
father, David Fisher Atwater, in 1921. During the first season in 1921, 40 Black children were
enrolled at the camp and enjoyed many activities such as tennis, sailing, baseball, and basket-
ball.’ The White Cottage (#7) accomodated these first campers and served as the center of camp
activities. During the camp second season, the Main Lodge was built and served a variety of
needs. Other buildings have been constructed gradually as the camp grew in popularity.

In the early years, the majority of campers were from families of middle and upper class Blacks,
but recently more disadvantaged youngsters have attended. In the beginning, campers were also

~ drawn primarily from New England, but due to a rapid increase in popularity, campers were soon
coming from all over the country. This includes many distinguished Black Americans who attribute
much of their success to their stay at Camp Atwater and to the cultural and environmental ex-
changes and strong role models of leadership experienced there. Listed below are several of Camp
Atwater's well knowr alunmi:

Coleman Young - Mayor, Detroit, Michigan: Cliffton Wharton - Chancellor of the State University
of New York State at Albany; William Harris - District Court Judge, Washington, D.C., and husband
of Patricia Harris, Secretary of HEW; Rebecca Johnson - retired school principal, first Black
principal in Springfield, MA; Late Daniel '"Chappie'" James - Four Star General, and the highest
ranking Black in the U.S.; Bobby Thompson - Offensive Back for the Detroit Lions; Wade McRee -
Solicitor General, U.S. Government; J. Tabor Bolden - Vice President, NBC, Washington, D.C.;
Ronald B. Lee - former Postmaster General, and currently a Xerox Senior Vice President;

Henry M. Thomas - youngest President of National Urban League.

The grounds of Camp Atwater should be considered to have the potential for the presence of pre-
historic archaeological remains. Bordering Lake Lashaway, the camp is approximately one quarter
mile north along the lake of the Drake Site, a large prehistoric site which has yielded
diagnostic artifacts representative of the Archaic and Woodland periods. Camp Atwater is found
in the same environmental setting as the Drake Site and therefore, may also have been a site of
aboriginal occupation.



9. Major Bibliographical References
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[nterview-December, 1978, Mrs. Gulliver, Afro Cultural Center, Boston University
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iistory of St. John's Congregational Church 1844-1962-copyright 1962, pps. 69,70,73,91

Sociological Survey of the Negro Population of Springfield, MA-by Dr. W. N. DeBerry, pub. by Dunbar
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Verbal boundary description and justification This nomination consists of two parcels of land dividec
from east to west by Shore Road. Parcel I (]J7A.) is recorded in B1876, P109 at the Registry of Dee
ind is bounded by Shore Rd. on the north, Land owned by Stickles on the east, Lake Lashaway on the
south and land owned by Martin on the west. Parcel IT (50 A.) is recorded in B2211, P549 at the

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state AN A/ code county code

I LA
state \

11. Form Prepared By

code county code

Historical Commission
name/title Candace Jenkins, Register Director with Kathleen E. Crevier, Chairperson, N. Brookfiel

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date December, 1980

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617)-727-8470
Boston Massachusetts

city or town state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Cértification

The evaluated significance of this progerty within the state is:

____national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature élj/&j[/ﬂ/\m

tite Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission 4 40 5 257 72

GPO 938 835
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Registry of Deeds, and is bounded by the New England Power Co. to the north, land owned by
LeBlanc and Warner to the east, Shore Road to the south, and the New England Power Co. to
the west.



Sketch Map showing building locationa :

March 5, 1979

North Brookfield, MA

Camp Atwater




Refer8nce Sheet

-

CANP ATVATFR-EQkﬁUL--Buildings and site locations

Major buildings including blds. with plumbing

1. Lodge
2. Recreation Hall ( Bebee Hall)
3, Dining Hall ( Amnity Hall)
L. The Shelter
5. The Pines

. Infirmary

6
7. White Cottage
&
9

. West Annex

10, Harris BRath House

Senior Futs: Other References

11. Laura Stebbins ( Farm Credit ) 27. Proncsed site for septic
system !

13. Goodwill

3 ki Boston: :Hut

F5ialsland Hut

33 i 3ig e
16. DeBerry " '
SN -~ 3 )
IeaBathing-neacn
Junior Huts
e e
335 Island
17. NManles Fut
\ L. Woodland

18, Birches ‘ : /
zebo {well hocuse)

35. G

45

19. lLakeview | |
36. Fump House {(under ground)

20, Alumni : :
37. Farking:

T : Other buildines



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES United States Department of the Interior

} National Park Service 820044 /7 5
EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET TETRE
~ | Property: (\QNP Arwarerz Working No. = /8 83 Sl3
State, County:_ (WA, wWorcesterc Fed. Reg. Date: ./ 53
Federal Agency: Date Due: __ ¥//s /52 — o /2/f2
.. jActign:  _—ACCEPT_ Y/ /¢
resubmission M SEER o — RETURN
nomination by person or local government L — REJECT
owner objection photos_—_
— Aappeal maps
Substaﬁtive Review: —sample ___ request __ appeal ___NR decision

Reviewer’s comments:

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
___see continuation sheet

‘Nomination returned for: _ technical corrections cited below
: ——8ubstantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

Xa. Classification
Cetogory Ownership Natus Present Use
Xn.ue Acquisitien Ascessible '

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

has this property been determined eligible? ___yes ____ no

7. Description

Condition Check ene Check one

— excelient — Geteriorated ___ unaitered —— original site

— good — ruins — altered —_moved dste
— fair — unexposed

Bescribe the pr ot and eriginal (¥ k ) plrysd

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection

[T



8. Signiﬂcanco

Ported Sroes of Significanco—Chook end justifly belew

" Spesific dates Bulider Architest
Slatement of Signifisance (n ene parsgraph)

—_ SUmmary paragraph
—_— completéeness
— Cclarity

— applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

- relating significance to
the resource
— COontext
— relationship of integrity
to significance
—— justification of excepticn
other

. _Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acresge of property
Quedrangie neme
UMT Reterences

Verbel boundary Ssscription and justificatien

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaiusted significance of this property within the state is:
—— hationa! — Slate — local

Siate Historic Preservation Officer signeture

L] dote

13. Other

—— Maps
——— Photographs
——— Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

STATE MASSACHUSETTS

APRIL 15, 1982
Date Entered

Name Location
Camp Atwater North Brookfield
Worcester County

Lyman Block Brockton

Plymouth County

Curtis Building Brockton
Plymouth County

Goldthwaite Block Brockton
Plymouth County

Howard Block Brockton
Plymouth C6unty

Honorable Edward P. Boland State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Brian J. Donnelly Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski
Honorable Edward M. Kennedy Executive Director, Massachusetts
Honorable Paul E. Tsongas Historical Commission

294 Washington Street
Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, NPS Boston, Massachusetts 02108

North Atlantic Regional Office, NPS

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-3504



