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2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")  
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In Area no. Form no. 

NW CAMB. I I C 5 

1 1. Town Cambridge 

Address 5 6 Aberdeen Avenue 

Name John Wyeth House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner F e l i c i t y S. L a h t i 

3. Description: 

Date 1841 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Style Greek R e v i v a l 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric wood 

Outbuildings (describe)-• 

Other features heavy Greek R e v i v a l  

m o u l d i n g a r o u n d p e d i m e n t , o r i g i n a l  

f l u t e d columns w i t h c a p i t a l s . 

Altered No Date 

Moved Yes Date 19 2 2-2 3 

5. Lot size; 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 10 0 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

20 f e e t 

6. Recorded b y A r t h u r K r i m 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 19 72 

)0M-5-77 

\ 



7. Original owner (if known) John Wyp.th  

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The John Wyeth house i s important as the e a r l i e s t 
documented example of domestic Greek Revival 
a r c h i t e c t u r e i n Northwest Cambridge. B u i l t i n 1841 
f o r John Wyeth, i t was o r i g i n a l l y l o cated a t 6 09 
Mount Auburn Street opposite the Mount Auburn 
Cemetery Gate. John Wyeth (1805-1871) was engaged' 
i n the West India and other f o r e i g n t r a d e . • , ^ 

Considered a la r g e and commodious house 
at the time i t was b u i l t , i t s handsome pr o p o r t i o n s 
convey the s o l i d i t y and c l a r i t y of the Greek Revival 
s t y l e . I t s foremost f e a t u r e i s the colonnaded 
p o r t i c o whose f l u t e d columns and c o r r e c t l y d e t a i l e d 
I o n i c c a p i t a l s had been mass-produced. The end 
gables are t r e a t e d as C l a s s i c a l pediments. Only the 
a d d i t i o n of a r t i f i c i a l s i d i n g mars the b u i l d i n g which 
otherwise i s wholly i n t a c t . 

The house was moved around the corner ante Aberdeen 
Avenue i n 1922-23, forced out by development pressures 
on Mt. Auburn S t r e e t . Without t h i s move, the house 
would have been demolished and t h i s s t r u c t u r e , unique 
i n Northwest Cambridge, l o s t . Thus, despite the move, 
the a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l a ssociations make i t invaluable, 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State M " — 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

161. Mead, Alpheus, House iMMMfUTa Bevlpy K-oonon / , w ' A yO ^ JJ o 
J Keeper //),(Jy^x^ H.Aha.Aliyoui) ^>/ ? £ 

/ Attest 

r62. Snow, D a n i e l , House 
n, _ JL/OWNER OBJECTION ^^U;tzzi^A:..^^.t£U^^ 

A 9 t m ^ ^ ^ ^ P , ^ ^ ^ A t t e s t ^ 

' 1 ^ . Wyeth, John, House ^ ^Keeper /AyZzly^ U Ay.y.i^^ yH-,^ 

At te s t 

yi>¥- yZoyntr/e-Ko Ire.// yihusty 

. : . . , ^ A . , , Keeper 

Attest 

165. Reversible Collar 5lAataatlr« B^vlaw Keeper f^kAZ^Acc^iyk^A ^-2.7Hi' 
Company B u i l d i n g 

Attest 

peeper 7 5> 
r?i*<ol66. Ash S t ree t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t (Boundary Increase) ~ ~ 

y ^ y ^ ^ y ' - •' Attest 

167. Berkeley Street Historic District (Boundary /flteeper yA(UyC.<i.yk..-.,_...^^ A~-y ^ ^ 
Increase) ^. . . «*» 

MatiwMil BeglBtsi* Attest 

168. Bertram Hall at Radcliffe College ,<^Ufeeper y-ydt.£c'-^t.---a.y^^r^<^^ -j^ 

Natioiuil SeflfltOT' Attest 

169. Bennink-Douglas Cottages AAeeper ro<<^^.^t^<--,--^!i^p-•^<:^ ^^Vf -yd 

-'̂ ^ Uefletsr Attest 

170. Brabrook, E. H . , House p e e p e r ,o<: :^^^i .c^ .^ / - :^ , .^ ._^J 

Katioftal KarLdMB Attest 
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Stata, rot inty y/fy^- J/f^aZZ^-^-e^ Fad. Rag. Dat«: 
Fadaral Agancy: — _ — _ Data Dua- V-/7-^.J-

Actlon: .AAAkZC^V^ Y/Z'i/^ 
rasubmission RETURN. 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant R E J E C T . 
ownar objaction photos_/_ 
Jippaal maps 

Substantiva Raviaw: sample raquest , appeal ^ts^NR decision 

Raviawar's commants: 

(A Racom. / Criteria 
Raviaw«r y/^yU/tc/>L>U^• 

niaripllnA ^. <.^9-^ 

Date 
saa continuation shaet 

•Nomination raturnad for: technical corrections cited below 
substantiva raasons discussad balow 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C iass i f ica t ion 

MNc >«^iil«Wt»n maaaaamxa 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Pescr ipt ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Pescr ip t ion 

. ucaNwit dtOlkllllll unaN*r*d origirwl tlta 
- goo* njina ttmra* 
- f»*f unaxpoaa* 

summary paragraph 
complatanass 
clarity 
altarations/intagrity 
datas 
boundary salaction 



8. S ign i f icance 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l Re fe rences 

10. Oeographica l P a t a 

U f T 

*aatilgUan mm* tmaUllammam 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i ce r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
T»» wfiuina mmwcKc* m mm pnpair̂  wman ma mmm H: 

ttfcluiN. P I — o m c T algnatma 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . ' 

• • Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Commants for any Itam may ba cont inuad on an attached shaat 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


