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1. Town Cambridge

Address 56 Aberdeen Avenue

Name John Wyeth House

Present use residential

Present owner Felicity S. Lahti

. Description:

Date 184l

Source deed records

Style Greek Revival

Architect unknown

Exterior wall fabric wood

Outbuildings (describey---------

Other features heavy Greek Revival

moulding around pediment, original

fluted columns with capitals.

Altered No Date ------
Moved Yes Date 1922-23
. Lot size:

One acre or less XX Over one acre

Approximate frontage 100 feet

Approximate distance of building from street

20 feet

. Recorded byArthur Krim

OrganizationCambridge Historical Comm.

Date 1972




7. Original owner (if known) Jonnp Wyeth

Original use residential

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) e

The John Wyeth house is important as the earliest
documented example of domestic Greek Revival
architecture in Northwest Cambridge. Built in 184l
for John Wyeth, it was originally located at 609
Mount Auburn Street opposite the Mount Auburn
Cemetery Gate. John Wyeth (1805-1871) was engaged '
in the West India and other foreign trade.

Considered a large and commodious house
at the time it was built, its handsome proportions
convey the solidity and clarity of the Greek Revival
style. Its foremost feature is the colonnaded
portico whose fluted columns and correctly detailed
Ionic capitals had been mass-produced. The end
gables are treated as Classical pediments. Only the
addition of artificial siding mars the building which
otherwise is wholly intact.

The house was moved around the corner anto Aberdeen
Avenue in 1922-23, forced out by development pressures
on Mt. Auburn Street. Without this move, the house
would have been demolished and this structure, unique
in Northwest Cambridge, lost. Thus, despite the move,

the architectural and historical associations make it 1nvaluab1e
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

‘early maps, etc.)
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EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET _
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| Property:  Awltme KLalrpvee L ) Working No. _/-/¥A9-22& 2
State, County: Z/A- Slcda/e sex Fed. Reg. Date:

Federal Agency: Date Due: A1 7P

Action: _‘_/ACCEPT_ZZZ_ZJ;_B ool

— resubmission — RETURN

—— homination by person or local government —— REJECT

—— owner objection photos

— Aappeal maps

Substantive Review: — sample __request _ appeal _AR decision

Reviewer’'s comments: WMJ{ e MQ c e o T AL F,a/w.,bweftxb

Recom. /Criteri C.
Reviewer / — )
Discipline_4.$.82—

Date
____see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below
— _.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category OCwnership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

has this property been determined eligible? ___yes ___no
7. Description
Cardttion Chock sne Check one
—— oxcelient —— deteriorated __ unaitered — original site
— good — fuins — aitered —— moved dste
— ftair —— unexposed

—— Summary paragraph

— completeness

— Clarity

— alterations/integrity
—___ dates

- bDoOundary selection



8. SLgniﬂcanco

Ported ...dm-(h-'.hd-
" Spesific dates Sulider/Architest
Stat of Bignifi (in ene paragraph)

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource
context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of excepticn
other

ISARE

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evalusted significance of this property within the state is:
—— hational — State — local

Sinte Historic Preservation Officer signature

Wese date

13. Other

— Maps
——— Photographs
—— Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

202

272 - 3504
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275




