
FORM A - AREA SURVEY 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

Form numbers in this area 

Old Cambridge 

Area ao. 
OC 

1.11 

1. Town Cambridge 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5'̂   
Staple to left side of form  
Photo aumber H38/ '^ 

Name of area (if aay)Hubbard Park 

N a t i o n a l Regis ter D i s t r i c t 

3. Geaeral date or period lg86-1907 

4. IS area uaiform (explaia): • - - -"i 
'i 

in style ?Yes. Queen Anne and Col. Rev. .1 

in coaditioa ? Yes, e x c e l l e n t . 

ia type of owaership? Yes, a l l p r i v a t e  

ia use?____ Yes, r e s i d e n t i a l 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a geaeral map of the area iavolved. ladicate aay historic 
properties for which iadividual reports are completed oa Forms B thru F, usiag corres-
poadiag aumbers. Show street aames (iacludiag route aumbers, i f aay) aad ladicate aorth. 
l a d i c a t e w i t h a a " V " fiVIRtinEr hniI.<?P.S n p f i n v p n t - n v i ^ r l xri 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadraat 

MHC Photo ao. 

•'-Ci fi ^ z/ I'pzry I 11 ^^z^ 

I yyzy 
7yzz.y 

6. Recorded by Bainbr idge B tmt ing 
Susan Maycock  

Orgaaizatioa Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Com. 

Date 1967 
<i- Si5 Acit.es 

(over) 

HQ\i 1 4 1980 

M-5-73-075074 



.1-. ^ . ^ ' ^ 

y'j' 

7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

5;. ; Hubbard Park was a 6-acre estate reserved by Gardiner 
C Hubbard for his mansion at 146 Br a t t l e Street, b u i l t i n . 

1850. Beginning i n 1886, Hubbard had leading architects yy 
of the day design a ri n g of fine houses connected by a 

.Zi sweeping driveway around the periphery of the park, which ' 
gave the grounds a d i g n i f i e d unity and screened o f f the 

Z z poorer Foster Street neighborhood to the south. Although 
Z Hubbard's mansion at 146 Br a t t l e Street was demo,lished i n Z 

1939, i t s grounds survive as Hubbard Park, completed i n 
present form by 190 7. The unusual aspect of the Hubbard 
development i s that neither the expensive nor the" modest ' 
portion was exploited with the aggressive r a p i d i t y of most 

r'r-Z• real estate promotion. Hubbard seemed to keep the property 
"" '•'"'^.y as a kind of plaything, with a l i m i t e d amount of development 

^ vW, underway, even a f t e r he moved to Washington, D.C. i n 1879. 
- A civic-minded, progressive c i t i z e n , he was responsible for 

.y .^y. ' ' many important l o c a l improvements, among them the Cambridge 
• ';. Gas Company i n 1852, the promotion of the waterworks between 
'• y , • 1852 and 1865, and the financing i n 1856 of the f i r s t horse­

car company i n Boston - that which ran the l i n e to Harvard 
Square. Hubbard was l a t e r associated with his son-in-law, .̂ < 

f - . . . ' • ; Alexander Graham BeLl, i n s e t t i n g up the nation's f i r s t 
p ' - telephone company, an d was also the founder of the National , . 

. , Geographic Society. . . . j^. . . . .j.. 

? Significant Buildings r 
Z- ' '• 
L t% , 5 Mercer Circle (1885). One of the best Queen Anne houses 
f''"' . i n Cambridge^ " I t s picturesque ftlements include a deep-

, front porch with turned posts, a variety of surface 
' A y - textures and i r r e g u l a r window size and location. 

» . • • ' • 
2. 4 Mercer Circle Cj-885). This- asymmetrical Queen Anne house 

has numerous gables and varied window size and placement. 
't.~ • • • ' : •• y. • 

'. 3. 8 Mercer C i r c l e (1885) . This Queen Anne s t y l e house 
occupies a prominent location on the street, and is of 

• key importance to the neighborhood. 
:'Z..' z 

4. 1 Mercer C i r c l e [ a . k . a . 150 B r a t t l e S t r e e t ] (1886) . This 
p ic turesque Queen Anne s t y l e house conta ins a v a r i e t y o f 

8. Bibliograpny aod/or refereaces such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 
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Indicate each item on in-ventory form whidi is being continued below. 

6. 

8, 

9, 

gables and projecting wings and u t i l i z e s abundant 
Queen Anne decorative d e t a i l . I t was designed by 
H i l l § James, architects. 

6 Mercer Circle (1886). One of the e a r l i e s t and simplest 
of the houses i n the Hubbard development, i t s noteworthy 
features include the wrap-around segmental-arched porch 
and wavey, imbricated shingle pattern i n the gable. 

9 Mercer Circle [132 Br a t t l e Street] (1886). This Queen 
Anne house designed by the f i r m of Andrews ^ Jacques 
has a number of picturesque elements, including a poly­
gonal tower, projecting eaves, and three brick chimneys 
with corbelled caps and t h i n v e r t i c a l chases. 

5 Hubbard Park (1887). This gambrel-roofed structure was 
designed by the f i r m of Cabot § Chandler i n the Qaeen 
Anne s t y l e . 

5 Mercer Circle (1887). Architects Andrews § Jacques 
designed t h i s shingle-covered Queen Anne house. 

8 Hubbard 
by Cabot § 
tower. 

Park (18 8 8). An exuberant Queen Anne design 
Chandler , has cross gables and an octagonal 

10. 32 Hubbard Park (1890). This Queen Anne house has a 
gable-on-hip roof and wall covering of wood shingles, 

11 

12. 

13, 

14. 

14 Hubbard Park (1892). The well-known f i r m of Longfellow, 
Alden § Harlow (designers of City Hall) designed t h i s 
handsome Colonial Revival house. The gabled center 
p a v i l i o n contains an oculus window, a Palladian motif 
and the columned entrance p o r t i c o . - * 

20 Hubbard Park (1892). Also a Colonial Revival house designed 
by the f i r m of Longfellow, Alden § Harlow. The 
Symmetrical three-bay composition is anchored by a . . 
projecting pedimented portico. 

26 Hubbard Park (1894) 
t h i s 

Architect F.R. Allen designed 
Queen Anne/Tudor Revival house. I t s Medieval features 

include the diamond-paned s t a i r windows and elaborately 
half-timbered end gables. 

2 Mercer Circle (1894). Architect J.T. Kelley designed 
t h i s Queen Anne house which features stuccoed and 
half-timbered cross gables. 

- Continued - 
Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 
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15 

16. 

17 

18, 

19 

L i l l i a n Nutting House, 12 Hubbard Park (1908). 
This cross-gabled Tudor Revival house of shingle and 
stucco was designed by architect Edward B. Stratton. 

2 Hubbard Park i l 9 0 9 ) . This l a t e Queen Anne style ' -' 
residence with stained wood shingles was designed by 
the f i r m of M o r r i l l § Kilham. 

Revel W. Beach House, 19 Hubbard Park (1913). This 
gambrel-roofed Colonial Revival house was designed by 
architect Allen W. Jackson. A pedimented porch with 
slender f l u t e d columns is o f f s e t to the l e f t . Beach 
was an Assistant Superintendent of University Press. 

15 Hubbard Park 0.91^). Newhall § Blevins designed this 
gabled Medieval Revival style house of stucco. Wide, 
flattened bow windows flank the entrance. 

George Paine House, 6 Hubbard Park (c.l918). The 
architect of t h i s stucco-covered Colonial Revival 
is not known. 

house 

20. John L. Warren House, 5 Hubbard Park (1922). Notable 
features of t h i s Georgian Revival house are the projecting 
entrance vestibule, sun porch and double doors. This was 
residence of John L. Warren, a Boston attorney. 

21. William F. Harris House, 7 Mercer Circle (1922). This 
simple three-bay, stucco-covered house i n the Colonial 

A Revival style i s distinguished by i t s handsome Ionic 
entrance porch and gaftle roof of sl a t e . William Harris 
was a professor on the Harvard f a c u l t y . 

The Hubbard Park National Register D i s t r i c t includes 
a l l of Hubbard Park and Mercer Circle and portions of 
Sparks Street.(see Cambridge Community Development P.D. 
Quad 12). Boundaries were chosen to include properties 
formed out of the estate of Gardiner Hubbard. 

- END -

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Regis ter of Historic P i a c e s 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numt)er Page 3 ' 

Multiple Resource Area 
y Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Mul t ip l e Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Attest >6g3^^»^(5§gU/»;pg-^ 

y 22. ^ . Harvard Square Historic Dist^^^^^^^^ ^^^^•^ Keeper (, /.dU/?^ M • /SnUtn^yi^ 

Attest ^ . ( 3 ^ ^ 

y 23. Old Harvard Yard Hi s to r i c Sfu»«*«B-fclT« ««Tl«v deeper • j j y / . . c ^ . . ^ 'I, 2. 
/ u j L . ;<^^-District (Bounfery-^increase) — 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION Attest 
y 24. 0" Cambridge Historic District^^^^^ Keeper ^ c ^ z L ^ f h n . ^ J > ^ t y 

Attest 

j 25. Winthrop Square His to r i c ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ . j j j ^ ^ , K^^^^^ Keeper ; A 

Attest • ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ . 

, , , / ^ ^ Hubbard Park Historic Dlstrici'S«^«-^T* 11.^15^ j^^^p^^ U ) ^ ^ li/?,AAiA[h^ Z.i^.^o 
.1 

^ Attest 

^ .,27. Fre«h Pond Historic District^'*******^^* **^**^Keeper U]Ay - Z y., 

••. ; »j • , ., Attest 

^8. American Net and Twine Company^^^^^^^g^^^Keeper y d L i o ^ i . A ^ - ^ ^ ^ y/,Zt'. 

Attest 

2i Athenaeum Press , Butsfantlve Sevls- y j^^^p^^ /,/.^/^^ ̂ ^ /Cl^^lT^^^^/^ ?X. 

' ' ' ' Attest 

.v^. Barnes, James B., House mt^^'--^- y Keeper [A)/P/IAI^ A Zy^UZU^ V- (3- f^l. 

Attest 
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^,^^mw*^ydA>/K/>a^djf, /hu/Zyc £eZnA4-i£.^ /k^^J Working No. //-^f^-<^<^-^^gju 
^ . \ Stato, County: /k^AC^Uia^ Fod. Rog. P « f : 

Fodorai Agoncy: Dato Du«- '^^^'^'^^'^.Z^/c. 
Action: >^JirrcPT ZflV^'^ 

roaubmission RETURN 
nomination by porson or local govornmont R E J E C T 
ownor objoction photos.i2_ 
appoal maps 

'4n 

Substantiva Roviow: sampio roquost apnaal . i l N R dacision 

Roviowor's commonts: , , 

J ; ^ z ^ ^ / - cz^^^^^\^-^^ /hzz^d 

ô j oz.a Mĉ ĉ̂  (.Wx^v^-c^^^^jr^ 
,A)n y - / I "-i""" .-..^ y....-.'.:-• R«vfwT y^AnL^rh(2xyrvx 
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• z -^ iyyyyyy ' i- '̂ i''---: J: p«to y. f .^ .^ 

aao continuation shoot 

•Nomination roturnod for: tachnical corrections cited below 
__aubstantivo reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2 . Loca t ion 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . Owner of Property 

S . Locat ion of Lega l Descr ipt ion 

6 . Representa t ion in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7 . Pescr ip t ion 

> mm p*—H U it0mml 

summary paragraph 
compiateneas 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
datea 
boundary aalection 



>. s i g n i f i c a n c e 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
c lar i ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integri ty 

to significance 
jus t i f i ca t ion of exception 
other 

9 , Major Bib l iographica l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

11 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H is tor ic Preservat ion Off icer Cert i f icat ion 
t a4 iMh ppsys^^ srtlftlvi iMe (MNs la. 

13. Other 
Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date. Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Itom may bo continued on an attached ahoot 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property ''•^yz': ' 

t. 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: *̂  64000275 

: '• . X . '•»• 
.y •: .: 

,•• 'A- • '••''*> '• 


