
F O R M A - AREA SURVEY 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

Form Qumbers in this area Area no. 

Mid Cambridge I . l 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5'^ 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number /Of.^-J^(y^ 

1. Town Cambridge 

Name of area (if any) Bigelow S t ree t 

N a t i o n a l Regis te r D i s t r i c t 

3. General date or period 187Q-1875 

4. IS area uniform (explain): • ; 

in style? yes , almost e n t i r e l y Mansard, 

ia condition? Y^s > good c o n d i t i o n 

in type of ownership? yes? p r i v a t e l y owne 

in use? , r e s i d e n t i a l 

5, Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic 
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres­
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north. 
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B. > . . . . . . . . . . . . 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

4-5-73-075074 

NOV 1 4 1980 
6. Recorded by Bainbr idge Bunt ing 

Organization p^^^^.-Hg^ p^^^ 

Date_ JL965 

(over) arH-6csroM ^TH-

\ :AL! ••a^ -..̂  _ 



7. Historical data. Explaia the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

Bigelow Street i s host t o a series of p r e t e n t i o u s Mansard houses 
b u i l t between 1869 and 1874. The s t r e e t was l a i d out i n 1868 by 
A l b e r t V i n a l and almost completely developed w i t h i n a few years. 
V i n a l sold most o f the land as house l o t s t o i n d i v i d u a l housewrights 
and masons. Although no attempt was made t o b u i l d i d e n t i c a l houses, 
there i s a con s i s t e n t appearance t o the group, a t t r i b u t a b l e t o the 
r e l a t i v e l y short time span during which the s t r u c t u r e s were erected. 
The houses along Bigelow Street f e a t u r e an abundance o f high q u a l i t y 
decorative d e t a i l and v a r i a t i o n s i n plan. Roof l i n e s ajid setback are 
uniform, f o l l o w i n g the r i s i n g i n c l i n e of the s t r e e t . When b u i l t , 
the average cost o f these elegant and imposing houses was about $11,000, 
a high p r i c e f o r the p e r i o d . Occupants of the hoiises included prosperous 
businessmen and government o f f i c i a l s , i n c l u d i n g a Clerk of the Courts, 
a government d e t e c t i v e , a commission merchant at Central Wharf, the 
Treasurer of the Cambridgeport Savings Bank, and a successful l e a t h e r 
jmer chant. 

1. ' Simeon Snow HbtiB^ Cl869^, 7 Bigelow Street " ' Z i-: Z 

A s i d e - h a l l JMansard w i t h flush-boarded facade, quoins and an 
entrance porch with, segmental qxiadrant s t r u t s ; the home of 
Simeon Snow, a l e a t h e r merchant. . 

2. 9-11 Bigelbw-^Str^t €1874) , . , Z- ' 

A double Hansard house o f r e d b r i c k w i t h paii?ed center entrances 
po lygona l end bays. • • , • .-y . . ? 

3. Henry B i r d Hoxisfe ( .18m) , 13 Bigelow S t r ee t 

A square Mansard w i t h center p a v i l i o n and c u r v i l i n e a r dormers 
on a patterned slate roof. Henry Bird owned a Cambridge iron ''y^: 
fovindry. . • '.. . -'•'Z.::. 

cont inued 
8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL (ZCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coranunity: Form No: 
MC 

Mid- Cambridge I . l 

Property Name: Bigelow St. N.R.D. 
page 2 ' • 

Indicate eadi item on inventory form >*iich is being continued below. ' 

4.. 15 Bigelow S t r ee t Q873) " ' • 

; ", A c e n t e r - p a v i l i o n e d Mansard w i t h s p r i n g eaves and a porch w i t h 
chamfered posts and C o r i n t h i a n c a p i t a l s . 

5. Hiram Whitely House C1873) , 17 Bigelow Street ' " • i 
^ r — . ' " ' — — 

A s i d e - h a l l Mansard w i t h a steep, s t r a i ght-edged r o o f and f l u s h ­
boarded facade; the residence o f Hiram W h i t e l y , a government 
d e t e c t i v e . 

• If. 

6< 21-2 3 Bigelow" S t r e e t i l 8 73) / j * ' 

Russell Snow was the b u i l d e r o f t h i s unusual side entrance double 
Hansard. . . 

7. Joseph Jessop House C1872), 25 Bigelow St r e e t • < 

A symmetrical, c e n t e r - h a l l d w e l l i n g . The o r i g i n a l Mansard r o o f 
has been replaced by a h i p r o o f . This was the residence of Joseph 

• Jessop, a l o c a l c o n f e c t i o n e r . , . ., . • 

8. John W. Davis House C1870) 35 Bigelow St r e e t • . 

A sjnall Mansard house with quoins and a steep, set-back roof. One-
story octagonal bays flank the entrance. Built for John W. Davis, 
a commission merchant at Boston's Central Wharf. . ^, 

9- Charles Montague House (1873) , 6 Bigelow St r e e t V ' 

A l a r g e , c e n t e r - h a l l Mansard w i t h p a i r e d porch columns and ornate 
c a p i t a l s . B u i l t f o r Charles Montagu, the t r e a s u r e r o f the Star 
C o l l a r Company. 

10- Theodore Hurd House C1883-84), 10-12 Bigelow Street 

, A Queen Anne house w i t h a gable-on-hip r o o f and side entrances. 
Theodore Hurd was the Clerk of the Courts. 

11- Edward Hyde House C1870), 22 Bigelow Street ' 

An imposing symmetrical towered Mansard, moved t o i t s present s i t e t o 
. make way f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f Ci t y H a l l . Notable features include 

i t s towered center p a v i l i o n , r u s t i c a t e d wooden facade and corner 
•"r quoins. The house was the residence o f Edward Hyde, Treasurer o f 

the Cambridgeport Savings Bank. 

continued 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COvMSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Page 3 V «v -

Comniunity: 

Mid Cambridge . 

Fon^go: 
I . l 

Property Name: Bigelow St . N.R.D. 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

The Bigelow Street National Register D i s t r i c t encompasses 
,both sides of Bigelow Street between Harvard Street and Massachusetts 
Avenue (see Cambridge Community Development P. D. Quad Map 3). 
Boimdaries were chosen to include properties from the mid nineteenth 
century development of t h i s s t r e e t . 

-END-

.j.(K f.". - . 

i f • 

^'^ •" 

y m-'' 

:y^!'Z 

Stap le t o I n v e n t o r y form at bo t tom 



NPS Fonn 10-MO-a 
(7-81) 

United States Department off the Interior ' 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

QUB NO. 1024-0018 
EXP. 12/31/84 

Continuation sheet item number Page / «^<7 
Multiple Resource Area 

Thematic Group 
dnr- l l 

• IE::- • 
Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 

State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review 

/ --yfeî /'[East Cambridge Historic Dis t r i c t Z Keeper 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

/ y. Winter Street Historic District J Keeper (AJAULAL^ (4. dAAZhXAA^.n.. 

Attest 

y p. Upper Magazine Street Historic 
D i s t r i c t l ^ £ ^ 

y Keeper JA/ZZOL^ / / . ^ZyUJUZkcLA/^ 

Attest 

y ^ Hastings Square His to r i c D i s t r i c t 
Substantiva Bovlaw 

^Keeper (AJAJZLAIM^ I ^ . A a Z Z ^ H^LZ K 

Attest 

J Salem-Auburn Streets H i s to r i c 
D i s t r i c t 

/Keeper h / y ^ 4 /A^SUJI.-^-A^ H 4 3 Zo-

Attest 

y / . Inman Square His to r i c D i s t r i c t v^Keeper I Z A I X L J X ^ M . AAAI1UU<, ^-l^-S^ 

/ ' J l . / ipid Cambridgeport Hist o n e 
D i s t r i c t 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

J 8. Norfolk Street His to r i c D i s t r i c t y Keeper /AJJ/JJu^A.£Aa^q,^ rjL-

Attest 

/3 9. Cambridge Gateway H i s t ^ i c - iaiiOeiaBilVfl BgyleiVJfeeDer A v / ? 

^ District DOEyoWW ER OBJECTION 

y 3^/. Bi 

Attest 

Bigelow Street Historic D i s t r i c t 
vd 

^ ^ ^ ^ Keeper JAJJAJL^ U.^AysuAa^ 

Attest 
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1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . Classi f f icat ion 

4 . O w n e r off Property 
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6. Represen ta t ion in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Descr ip t ion 
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summary paragraph 
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LAW OFFICES 

K l H K S . G i F F K N 

December 21, 1981 

P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski, Executor D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington S t r e e t 
Boston, Mass. 02108 

Dear Ms. Weslowski: 

RE: Lewis Macauley 
8 Bigelow S t r e e t (118-35) 
Cambridge, Mass. 
Bigelow S t r e e t National^Eeiii-aiiajL D i s t r i c t 

I I B E A C O N STREET 

P. O. BOX 8 6 8 

BOHTOK. M A (CJlOri OHUO 

A R E A CODE 6 1 7 

2 2 7 . I . O O 

MASS. 

I , Lewis Macauley,hereby c e r t i f y t h a t I am the owner o f the 
house and land at 8 Bigelow S t r e e t , Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
and i n accordance w i t h the N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Preservation Act 
Amendments of 1980 and Federal Regulations 36 CFR Part 60, 
hereby o b j e c t t o the l i s t i n g of my prop e r t y at 8 Bigelow S t r e e t , 
Cambridge, as p a r t of the proposed Bigelow S t r e e t N a t i o n a l 
Register D i s t r i c t . 

I f e e l s t r o n g l y about having any a d d i t i o n a l l i m i t a t i o n s placed 
on my use o f the pro p e r t y . There are, i n my opi n i o n , more than 
enough r e s t r i c t i o n s imposed by zoning, s a n i t a r y code standards, 
and Rent C o n t r o l , now. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Middlesex SS / y y - y ^ / ^ 1 9 8 1 

Then p e r s o n a l l y appeared the above named Lewis Macauley, known 
t o me, and made oath t o the foregoing and acknowledged t h a t he 
executed the same as h i s free act and deed, before me. 

My Commission expires 9/8/88 

3 lop' 


