FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form

Photo number | 102 -20

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

. BIRNEY
B

In Area no. Form no.
EC
E. Camb. IIBL

. Town_capbridge

Address_ 915 First Street ==
NameAthenaeum Press (now Cuneo Pres:
Present use__industrial

Present owner Northwestern Mutual Life
Insurance Company

. Description:

Date 1895

Source assessor/deed records

Style Mill Construction

Architect Lockwood, Greene, & Co.

Exterior wall fabric ppick

Outbuildings (describe)—————————

Other features numerous stylistic

including at one

Altered pNo : Date oL il
Moved No Date —— .ol
. Lot size:

One acre or less Over one acre XX

Approximate frontage 200 Feet

Apprbximate distance of building from street

0 Feet

. Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting

OrganizationCambridge Historical Comm.
Date__196u
UTH- BesTol SO0TH
19)326060 4572170




7. Original owner (if known) Ginn and Company

Original use  book printing plant

J
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education XX Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts- XX settlement invention
Commerce Industry XX Social/
Communication Military humanitarian

Community development

Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The first printing in the English-speaking colonies
was done in Cambridge, and by the late nineteenth century,
it had become an important center of printing and publishing.
Ginn and Company, the well-known school book publishers,

ilt this extensive plant on the banks of the Charles
River. It was the third and last of the major printing | o
egtablishments to locate in the City following the Riverside~~
P s of 1849 and the Harvard University Press. It is also
important as a major architectural landmark on the Charles
River Basin.

The architects, Lockwood, Greene. & Co., were mill. ~~ - -
engineers of wide repute.The Athenaeum  Press building is qne . =
of the earliest and largest industrial plants along Cambridge's
reclaimed riverfront. Structurally, it represents a con-
tinuation of nineteenth century millconstruction techniques.

The architects were concerned with efficient and economical
manufacturing as well as with the health and safety of

the workers. The latest innovations in ventilation, pliumbing,
lighting and fireproofing were applied to the construction.

Because of the high visibility from the Longfellow
Bridge, the Athenaeum Press building was given numerous stylis-
tic embellishments, ineluding a statue of Athena, which has
since been removed.
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name __ Cambridge Multiple Resource Area

State MA

Nomination/Type of Review

o2, Tyt o S DR 1 on A

Keeper

/‘W Tohadentiva Waviow Attest

./ . Harvard Square Historic District K
5 " BBaBantivn wers” PO
Attest

~ 23. 0ld Harvard Yard Historic Subshentive Neview Keeper

Py #f,?-aDlstrict (Boundary-in

DOE/OWN ER 0BJ ECTION Attest

J ‘24, 0ld Cambridge Historic District
Substantive Heview Keeper
Attest
ic Di
428, Winthrop Square Historic st}:%gkh o R Keeper
Attest

Hubbard Park Historic District™# it ve #eviz* Keeper

Attest

- 127, Fresh Pond Historic District : TR ey “/Keeper
Attest

28. Am;zzzzinet and Twine Companyﬁzit: 1;;:1126;;_;} ﬂ‘: Keeper
Attest

- A, Athenaeum Press Substantive Revich * g Keeper
Attest

<30, Barnes, James B., House N s v~ Keeper

Attest

Date/Signature
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(4@(_1444./% /3710 /1B
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-] Property:

Bubstantive Hoview ;
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET :

A Hhernaeten. Shesa (CanboncA (5e
AAAL-A,ﬂ'/Z ey rieboae Are s/

My P fheddfeaey

‘1 State, County:
‘1 Federal Agency:

resubmission
nomination by person or local government

owner objection
appeal

|11

8ubstaht|ve Review:

<

J_sample - request o __

ilnlhd States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Working No. f—rf -2 Pe 2

Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due:

Action:

%//7//0’93’/
_—ACCEPT__ AL 3/k 2
—— RETURN
— REJECT
photos_Z_
maps

appeal __NR decision

Reviewer’s comments:

~0 {uiddinng i //m%, dghifican
: ?4 th 4ol 20h vaaw,j Cﬁy»&ul@&
‘ /6%1,(] n /‘5/‘(]3‘ 1the émﬁo(wq L) Q 7(/44(/ ,/a»/b 4 é)}/(uv?_/}é
. ‘L{ 197h c@@wl/({ il condducelim .

) Zéﬂ % a@oﬁaﬂéﬂ MJLZA Ao w«//kw]fx N
{(/0% /”{,vyéc//ow? skl .

Recom. /Criteria &LCC‘%/’/ /‘f ¢
Reviewer ‘ol A
Discipline__i/[57¢0r ¢

Date 2//57/€0

____see continuation sheet

v

.Nomination returned for:

____technical corrections cited below
___substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Cotagor GwRersiniT
Pubiic Aceuisits

Btatus

A a1

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

-MMMW.‘W?

)

7. Description

Check one

—— oxcelent — @eteriorsted ____ unaltered — original site
— good — fuins —— Sitered ——moved dste
— —— unexposed

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



S e s e

Pavbed fireas ol Bigificanoe—Chesh mwed justly bolow

summary paragraph
completéeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of excepticn
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acresgs of Rominsted property
Sumdrengts nerme
BT Retersnoss

Forkal bountary dest Npther awnd metiicaten

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evalusted significance of this property within the stete s
— Rstions! p— — local

Bimts Misiorx Preservetieor Dfhce: signetiure

13. Other

Maps
——— Photographs
s Ot her

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202 272-3504
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275




