
FORM B - B U I L D I N G , 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

IQ Area no. Form ao. 

E . Camb. I I B 4 

, " 1. Town p^^^^,-^gp 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")  
Staple to left side of form  
Photo number l l 0 2 i - 2 0 

1 * 

Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
nthftr hiiildjr^s. Indicate north. 

j^.,.- Z:yfZ<^. 

Address ?i.ĉ  Fir^st S t r ee t 

NameAthenaeirnt Press (now Cuneo Press 

Present use i n d u s t r i a l 

Present ovmerNorthwestern Mutual L i f e 
Insurance Company-

Description: . * . 

Date 189 5 . 

Source a&S€:ti90f/cLe/ed ngcerds 

Style M i l l Cons t ruc t ion 

Arc hitect Lockwood, Greene, S Co. 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features numerous s t v l i s t i c  

embel l ishments , i n c l u d i n g a t one 

t i m e , a s t a t u g o f Athena-

Altered No Date 

Moved No Date 

Lot size: , 

One acre or less Over one acre XX 

Approximate frontage 200 Feet 

Approximate distance of building from street 

• ' 0 Feet "• ' 

Recorded by Bainbr idge Bunt ing 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

D^te -i9fiu . ^ 1 _ 

OTM- fe^^Tou SOOTH-

30M-5-77 A&»<65o«s * 15-3 



7. Origiaal owner (if knowa) Ginn and Company 

Original use book p r i n t i n g p l a n t 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural ^ • 
The Arts 
Commerce "* 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 
XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

XX 

XX 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

:.'-... The f i r s t p r i n t i n g i n the English-speaking colonies 
; was done i n Cambridge, and by the l a t e n ineteenth century, 

i t had become an important center o f p r i n t i n g and p u b l i s h i n g . 
Ginn and Company, the well-known school book p u b l i s h e r s , 
% \ j i l t t h i s extensive p l a n t on the banks o f the Charles 

;;. '; . River. I t was the t h i r d and l a s t o f the major p r i n t i n g 
e^ablishments t o l o c a t e i n the C i t y f o l l o w i n g the R i v e r s i d e ' " 

' Pre^s o f 1849 and the Harvard U n i v e r s i t y Press. I t i s also 
important as a major a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmark on the Charles 

• r• River Basin. 
• ,*>•' -• 

The a r c h i t e c t s , Lockwood, Greene S Co., were m i l l ' ' j ' 
engineers of wide repute. The Athenaeum Press b u i l d i n g i s one . >»• 
of the e a r l i e s t and l a r g e s t i n d u s t r i a l p l a n t s along Cambridge's 

' ' reclaimed r i v e r f r o n t . S t r u c t u r a l l y , i t represents a con­
t i n u a t i o n o f nineteenth century m i l l c o n s t r u c t i o n techniques. 
The a r c h i t e c t s were concerned w i t h e f f i c i e n t and economical 
manufacturing as w e l l as w i t h the h e a l t h and s a f e t y of 
the workers. The l a t e s t innovations i n v e n t i l a t i o n , plumbing, 
l i g h t i n g and f i r e p r o o f i n g were a p p l i e d t o the c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

* '. Because o f the high v i s i b i l i t y from the Longfellow 
> Bridge, the Athenaeum Press b u i l d i n g was given numerous s t y l i s ­

t i c embellishments, i n c l u d i n g a statue of Athena, which has 
since been removed. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) . 

^0]A 

I I 



NPS Fonn 10-WO-a 
(7-«1) 

\ 
OMB NO. 1024-CO!S 

United states Department off the Interior g ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Item number Page 3 ' 

Multiple Resource Area ,̂  
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

.-"--^^^fZ^yk,.^.,..^ SMS«f»«n*f^ B . ^ , , Attest /6c/^^*^(!S<t</>;P^ 

/ Harvard Square Historic D i s t ^ J c ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Keeper (, J u Z u f ^ /4. /^AC^Ko-vv, 

Attest ^.(3-^>-

y 23. Old Harvard Yard Historic Keeper . . ^ 
A A ^ ^ , ^Distr ict (Bouncter^-increase) — — 

^ D0E70WNER OBJECTION Attest 
y 24. Old Cambridge Historic District^^^^^^ ^^^^ Keeper / k ^ C ^ / ^ ^ J ^ - i y 

Attest 

I 25. Winthrop Square Historic D i s t r i c t Keeoer ;A 
. :0.td«JftTlT» • • • l 0 i * ^ ——' - — — 

Attest 

/ v^. Hubbard Park Historic District««-^i«ir« ».vt^ Keeper /ZXULA^ M/3A/)A/U^ Zn.'^o 

Attest 

..27. Fresh Pond Historic District^ ^*'**^^* •^Keeper l^l )&cJ k 

Attest 

28.' American Net and Twine C o m p a n y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ g ^ ^ K e e p e r x j ^ ^ ^ ^ - H ^ ^ 7 < ^ ? ^ W ̂ ^ 6 ^ 
i?* ̂1 t 

Attest 

.p. Athenaeum Press SuBstantlve Eevls" ^Keeper f Z ( , ^ l 4 /?zmA^H43 ?Z 

' , Attest 

Barnes. James B. , House ^ d r n Z ^ ^ . ^y- V Keeper / A U ^ I A ^ 4 £ A A U A ^ V- ^3- ?;2, 

' ' Attest 





6. Signifficance 

summary paragraph 
completsness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Justif ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

fhe resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

.. .. V ' 

9. Major Bibl iographical Re fe rences 

10 . Oeograph ica l Data 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S t a t e Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 

13 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may t>e directed to 

Signed Date. Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 
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