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1. Name 

For HCRS use only 

received KftR 3 1 1982 

date entered 

historic R e a - P r o c t o r Homestead 

and/or common P r o c t o r Farm 

2. Location 

street & number 130 Couant S t r e e t not for publication 

city, town Danver s vicinity of congressional district 6 1 b 

state Ka ss a c h u s e 1 1 s code 0 25 county E s s e x code 00 9 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public occupied X agriculture museum 
V building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process 

~ J _ _ being considered 
yes: restricted government scientific in process 

~ J _ _ being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
_ x , no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name John L. Sawyer & E l i z a b e t h J. H a r r i s 
Sawyer: 16 H i c k o r y Lane 

street & number H a r r i s : 16641 Marquez Terrace 

city, town 
Sawyer; 
Harris; 

Dar 
Pac 

ien ^li\r 
i f i c Pa l i sades—vic in i t y of state 

Connecticut 06820 
California 90272 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex Coun ty R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number 36 F e d e r a l S t r e e t 

city, town ba iem state I ' i assachuse t t s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Inventory of the His to r ic of the 
Commonwealth 

date 1981 

has this property been determined eleglble? yes x no 

• federal x state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Description Rea-Procter Homestead. 180 Gonant St.. Danvers 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated X unaltered )( original site 
good ruins altered moved date AH" 

X tair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Rea-Proctor Homestead i s situated on the north side of Conant Street i n Danvers -
(formally North Beverly and before that, Salem V i l l a g e ) . The Rea-Proctor House i s 
a frame building of 2^ s t o r i e s , with gable roof, 3 chimmeys, clapboard siding, and 
18 rooms. The property contains almost Ih acres of meadowland and i s clearly 
v i s i b l e from the Route 128 expressway. 

The phased development of t h i s farmhouse i s reflected i n i t s variegated r o o f l i n e , wings and 
asymmetrical facade. The p r i n c i p a l facade has f i v e bays; i t s roughly centered 
doorway features half-height sidelights and a channeled architrave with center and 
corner blocks. The o r i g i n a l eastern portion of the main building was constructed 
(according to t r a d i t i o n ) i n 1692 as a half-house. By 1731, the Rea family had 
enlarged the house by adding two bays on the west, although the r o o f l i n e here i s 
s l i g h t l y lower. • • , > -

Extensive i n t e r i o r improvements were made throughout the building by Captain Isaac 
Rea during his ownership (1798-1803). The panelling, wainscoting, Indian shutters, 
and much of the hardware probably date to t h i s period, and remain i n prime condition. 
I t may have been during t h i s period that the window sash were replaced with 8/12 
l i g h t s and the fireplaces were made smaller. 

After 1812 a wing containing two rooms was b u i l t on the west. This 2% story addition 
has a chimney and p l a i n doorway on the east end of i t s facade. In the mid-nineteenth 
century a small I h story e l l with separate chimney was added i n the back of the 
house. This back wing and the o r i g i n a l 1692 portion of the house have been used 
during the last hundred years mainly as a summer residence and are, from a 
preservationists viewpoint, i n p r i s t i n e condition. There are no heating ducts and 
only minimal e l e c t r i c and plumbing work, minimizing modern intrusions i n t o t h i s 
h i s t o r i c house. Although basically i n sound condition, the structure does need 
substantial s t a b i l i z a t i o n measures. 

Of the several outbuildings which were once on the property, only the old 3 - s t a l l 
carriage shed with storage room remains. As with the house, i t i s i n need of 
preservation. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_x_ 1600-1699 
_x_ 1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 

1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 

X archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture-
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1692 Builder/Architect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Rea-Proctor Homestead is associated with two events of national significance: 
the Salem Village witchcraft delusion of 1692, and the Essex Junto plot, c. 1804, in 
which Timothy Pickering and other Federalists hoped to organize New England and New 
York to secede from the Union. In addition, this Farmsite is significant as a 
site of continuous agricultural activity. The early 19th agricultural experiments 
which Timothy Pickering conducted here are precisely documented and invaluable to 
the study of early American agriculture. The House is also important for its 
evidence of architectural evolution. The property thus meets criteria A, B, and C 
of the NRHP. ' " - ' ' °' 

B u i l t i n 1692 by Joshua Rea, Sr. and his son, John Rea, t h i s house was to remain 
in the Rea family u n t i l 1803. Joshua Rea, Sr. was a leader among Salem Villagers -
active i n municipal and church a f f a i r s . He and others i n his family were defenders 
of neighbors accused as witches (John Proctor and Rebecca Nurse) at a time when such 
defense was a personal r i s k . Indeed, Joshua Rea, Sr's r e a l estate transactions 
indicate he may have divested himself of t h i s house and farmland for fear of re­
prisal s for his defense. An independent-thinking man, Joshua Rea, Sr. was the only 
one among the twenty-five o r i g i n a l members of the Salem Village church who opposed 
Rev. Parris (the central figure among accusers of "witches") i n 1695. 

With Salem's development as a mercantile center and major port, successive 
generations of the Rea family developed s k i l l s , in addition to farming, which 
reflected and supported Salem's growth. Thus John Rea (owner from 1692-1731) was 
a husbandman (farmer); Gideon Rea, Sr. (owner from 1732-1750) a weaver; Gideon Rea 
(owner from 1750-1798) a cooper (barrelmaker); aid Isaac Rea (owner from 1798-1803) 
a sea captain and merchant. 

Captain Isaac Rea was associated professionally and p o l i t i c a l l y with members of 
the Essex Junto (the conservative wing of New England Federalists). Upon the death 
of his wife i n 1803, Isaac Rea sold the Rea Homestead to George Stuart Johonnot. 
Johonnot's Essex Junto friends had recently persuaded Timothy Pickering to move back 
to Massachusetts from Pennsylvania, "buying him out" of an unwise land investment, so 
he could again use his talents to represent Federalist interests (Pickering had been 
Postmaster General, U.S. Secretary of War, and U.S. Secretary of State under 
Presidents Washington and Adams). In 1803, Timothy Pickering became U.S. Senator 
from Massachusetts. Johonnot had owned the Farm for j u s t a few months, s e l l i n g i t 
to Timothy Pickering i n 1804 at a price 17% below his purchase price, and one which 
Pickering considered "a bargain." 

During Senator Pickering's ownership of the Farm, he played the allegedly central 
role in the Essex Junto's plans for secession of New England, New York, and other mid-
Atlantic states from the Union. Aside from his p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s , Pickering immersed 



UTM KOT m X 
9. Major B ib l iographica References AnBFftB[ |ilf)J yfBjf:|{ 
Boyer, Paul, and Stephen Nissenbaum, Salem Possessed: The Social Origins of Witchcraft 

(Cambridge, MA: Harvard Univ. Press, 1974). 
Essex County Probate Records, Essex County Courthouse, Salem, Mass.: Rea family 

probate records. Dockets 23310; 23320 esp. 

10. Geographical Data 
1.427 acres . Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Sa lem, Mass. 

UMT References 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on gee A t t a c h e d Deed D e s c r i p t i o n 

The p rope r ty nominated i s the homestead l o t of the Proc to r Farm. The l o t i s r e c t a n g u l a r , 
measuring approximate ly 240' x 26.0'. I t i s bounded on the south by Conant S t r e e t , on the 

anri n n r f h hy thp P r n r r n r Farm, and nn the east by the Thomas A. F l a t l e v I n d u s t r i a l Park. 
List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Wendy Frontdero, Preservation Planner, with Elizabeth J . Haarris 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date March 1, 1982 

street & number 294 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t , telephone (617) 727 -8470 

city or town Boston state, Massachusetts 

12- State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

^ national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fortKby the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

ortfLby the i 

title ieKg(Ui^(<(J/^Oiri;dof. ^ V t g ^ l 1 ^ 1 ^ ^ date B / l l H / ^ ^ 

; For HCRS use only 
I I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

Entered In tha  
Jfatlonal Begtstor ""^^ 

(eeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 9 38 8 3 5 
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himself during Senate recesses into pioneering techniques of s c i e n t i f i c agriculture at 
his Farm, and kept careful records of his experiments with plants and stock. Original 
plans of his plantings on the homestead l o t are located in the Essex I n s t i t u t e i n 
Salem. Though b i t t e r p o l i t i c a l enemies, Pickering and Jefferson corresponded on 
a g r i c u l t u r a l experiments (Pickering during these years sold Jefferson a corn-shelling 
machine he had invented). Unlike the Jeffersonians with their slaves, the a b o l i t i o n i s t 
Pickering took pride in t i l l i n g the s o i l with his own hands. His vision of s c i e n t i f i c 
agriculture was essential for a New England that was separated from the Jeffersonian 
South. 

Timothy Pickering sold the Farm in 1806. In 1812 Daniel Proctor purchased the 
Farm and since that year i t has been continuously owned and farmed as a family farm 
by the descendents of Daniel Proctor. In the l a s t quarter of the 19th century the 
Rea-Proctor Farm was a showplace of the town of Danvers. Since 1940 the Rea-Proctor 
Farm has been a symbol of a g r i c u l t u r a l continuity i n a modernizing environment. The 
Boston beltway (Route 128) l i e s to the south; Beverly Airport l i e s to the north; 
r e s i d e n t i a l developments l i e to the west; and an i n d u s t r i a l park l i e s to the east. 

In addition to the existing house and carriage shed, there are foundations of 
a barn, squash house and several other outbuildings. Certain of these s i t e s , a l l 
located on the 1.4 homestead l o t , are v i r t u a l l y l i t t e r e d with early household a r t i ­
facts, farm tools, and hardware. The continuity of one-family ownership since 1812, 
with i t s numerous family documents, diaries and photographs, and i t s strong oral 
t r a d i t i o n , combined with the precise a g r i c u l t u r a l journals of Timothy Pickering and 
his descriptive l e t t e r s , offer h i s t o r i c archaeologists a unique opportunity to 
interpret the evolution of a New England farm over three centuries. 
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Essex County Registry o£ Deeds, Essex County Courthouse, Salem, Mass.: Rea family 
deeds, esp.: 19/180; 53/246-7; 58/64; 60/135; 75/145-6; 164/184.Johonnot, Pickering, 
Porter, Proctor deeds: 172/195; 172/240-1; 173/223-4; 197/207. 

Pickering, Timothy, MSS, Essex Institute, Salem, Mass.: Agricultural Journals, 
1771-1819; Cash book, 1780-1829; Personal Letters (see esp. years 1803-1807). 

Prentiss, Hervey Putnam, "Timothy Pickering and the Federalist Party, 1801-1804," • 
Essex Institute Historical Collections, LXIX, January 1933, No. 1, pp. 1-35. 

Sawyer/Harris collection of Proctor Family MSS: maps, plans, diaries, photos, tapes. 
Proctor Farm, 180 Conant Street, Danvers, Mass. 

Stone, Edwin M,, History of Beverly,. . . (Boston, Mass.: James Munroe, 1843), p. 80. 

Salem Village l i s t of rates, 1690-1694. In print at Essex Institute, Salem, Mass. 



& PLAN 
SEE PL. B.: /64 
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Quitclaim Deed Short Form 

ClANVERS, MASS. ' 
Fea-Proctor Homestead 
Verbal Boijndary Description ^ #10 

New Hampshire, 
Coos County. M}»MhO««X 

I , Helen A. S. Jones, 

of Randolph, . 

- being mmmamed, for coosideratioQ paid $19,708.00 . 

grant to Elizabeth Jones Harris \ ^ 

'of Paci f ic Palisades, Los Angeles County, California with ifuitrlaim roornant* 

a l l r i g h t , t i t l e , and in t e res t which I may have i n and to a cer ta in l o t o f land, 
wi th the bui ld ings thereon, s i tuated i n Danvers i n the County of Essex, Commonwealth 
<fatxteBljxifl{ o f Massachusetts, bounded and described as fo l l ows : 

Commencing at the Westerly comer thereof on Conant Street by land now or formerly 
o f Helen A. S. Jones and J o h n J i ^ ^ J ^ e r j ^ ^ c e ^ by a stone wal l 

NORTHWESTERLY 33" 34' 25" 259.25 feet by land now or formerly o f Jones and Sawyer; 
thence 
NORTHEASTERLY 63° 28' 13" 239.13 f e e t , more or less, by land of Jones and Sawyer, 
to a stone w a l l ; thence by a stone wal l 
SOUTHEASTERLY 33° 50' 10" 261.00 fee t by land now or formerly of Thomas J . F la t ley 
to Conant Street ; thence 
SOUTHWESTERLY by said Conant Street 240.59 f e e t , more or less, to the stone wa l l 
and bound begun a t . 

Being 1.427 acres, more or less, and shown as Lot 1 on Plan o f Land by Frank C. 
Hancock, Surveyor, dated October 1, 1980, "Plan o f Land i n Danvers MA, Property o f 
Helen A. S. Jones and John A. Sawyer," said Plan to be recorded herewith. 

Being also a por t ion o f the Proctor Farm, so ca l l ed , owned and occupied by me i n 
common wi th my brother , John A. Sawyer, conveyed by deed o f John P. Sawyer, 
grantor, to Helen A. S. Jones and John A. Sawyer, dated December 18, 1947, and 
recorded i n Essex South D i s t r i c t Registry o f Deeds, Book 3932, Page 251. 

Being also a por t ion o f the real property devised by w i l l o f Margaret P. Wood, 
recorded i n Essex County, Massachusetts. Registry o f Probate, Estate o f Margaret 
P. Wood, No. 310,547. 

Meaning and intending to convey a l l o f my in teres t i n the so cal led Proctor Farm 
homestead, and 1.427 acres o f land s i tuated at 180 Conant Street , Danvers, 
Massachusetts, together wi th the shed, we l l s , and appurtenant f i x t u r e s . 

I , Bayard Jones, husband o f said grantor, and a resident o f Randolph, Coos County, 
New Hampshire, release to said grantee a l l r i gh t s o f tenancy by the curtesy, 
homestead, and other in teres ts there in . 

»ltn»m...«wx.. .hands and seals this day of ){.^^..i/^J:.&..±::::.. 

.//jiA:^:...jQ,. S, 
Helen A. S. Jones 

....IS. 
- > ^ ' 

Baya/d Jones, 

ss. _ .^^i,iT<;.^Kv./^..iw. 

'-JTje«^g<illSnjdl^ appeared the above namcd...H?.le^...A^..§.t...vffin.?.?...3n.^..lJ.gy.a):d.J.«n.e-5... 

and admowledged Ac foregoing instrument to be....thjea.r free act and deed, before i f i ^ 

/ Notary Public—vjyiticelh«-P«Kt 

My Commi«ion «p i r« M^C!r:i^Scion. 



jryp 
















