




8. Significance Mary T. Ronan School. 154 Bradstreet Ave. Revere. MA 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i f y be low 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 - ^ a r c h i t e c t u r e . ^ e d u c a t i o n military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering " music humanitarian 

_X_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
X igpft- communications Industry • - politics/government transportation 

Invention other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1896 Bui lder /Arch i tec t N/A 

Sta tamant of S ign i f icance (In one paragraph) - i ; . . ' .^ .. > 

The Mary T. Ronan School retains integr i ty of design, materials, workmanship, sett ing, 
and location. The building is associated with the historical development of the Beachmont 
area of Revere and is a signif icant example of i t s architectural type and period; i t 
meets cr i te r ia A and C of the National Register. 

The coastal highlands of Revere were increasingly developed as a summer resort from the 
mid-19th century on. Early in this period, Beachmont was occupied by tent-dwellers 
from the surrounding towns of Chelsea, Everett, and Maiden during the hot season. By the 
late 19th century, however, more permanent residential subdivisions were platted. 

The Boston Land Company had purchased most of the land here and chartered a narrow gauge 
railroad which connected Beachmont to Boston and Lynn in 1875. As an inducement to 
settlement, the Land Company offered to provide for f ive years a free pass to each 
property owner building a house worth $2,000. A boom in both summer and year-round homes 
thus commenced, and between 1870 and 1900 the town's population doubled every decade. 
The Beachmont area f i l l e d in quickly with modest single and multi-family homes bu i l t in 
the Stick, Second Empire, and Queen Anne styles. ^ 

The f i r s t public school in Beachmont, established in the early 1870s, was located in a 
two-room building which also housed the community's religious services. A new, wood 
frame schoolhouse with eight rooms was dedicated in 1891. Continuing population 
pressures, however, soon demanded another schoolhouse. The Mary T. Ronan School was 
bu i l t in 1896 for $35,000. This modern, eight-room brick building boasted an assembly r. 
hall on the top f loor , electr ic l i gh ts , bel ls , and speaking tubes. Originally known 
as the Bradstreet Avenue School, the building has since been renamed for one of i ts 
early principals, Mary T. Ronan, who was named to the post in 1904. 

The Ronan School is the most monumental c iv ic building in Beachmont, and, l ike most of 
the town's other inst i tut ional buildings, dates from the turn of the century. Although 
not of exceptional design significance, the building reflects the picturesque massing 
and rooflines popular in the Beachmont development. I t also typi f ies popular school 
design of the period which included masonry construction, two story on high basement 
height, and blocky form-here enhanced by a relat ively elaborate frontispiece. Today the 
Ronan School is the best preserved structure remaining from i t s period in this neighborhood, 

The Mary T, Ronan School has been determined e l ig ib le for l i s t i ng in the National Register 
by the Department of the Inter ior , and has recently been recycled into 20 units of 
elderly housing. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
See attached sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated propert.y 2 3 , 1 6 3 squa re f e e t ^ ^ ^ j ^ , ,vc. ^ j n h ' 

Quadrangle name 

UMT References 

Lynn, Massachusetts Quadrangle scale 1 :25 ,000 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See attached deed description. 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Planner, with Elaine Finbury, Beachmont Associates 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date June 2, 1982 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone ( 6 1 7 ) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature \[(X l g > a j A A W ] a fiw^ 

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission date (^c^ .2X)<^VlS~l.—-

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is Included in the National Register 

date / l / g / T v . 







?JATIONAL E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
St«t*a D«partmM«t el the tatoriof 

Mational Perk Service 

Ronan, Marv, T., School 
Suffolk Countv 
MASSACHUSETTS 

r*8ubmi88ion 
nomination by p«rson or local government 
owner objection 
appeal 

Substantive Review: sample request 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEE1 

Working N4. / d / ^ ^ A ^ - J l ? ^ 
Fed. Reg. Dat^: 
Date Dua; ^//i^yi-^- - / ^/^^/s :>._ 

Action: -Jb^T^CCEPT 
RETURN 
R E J E C T 

Federal Agency: 

li appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments; 

Recom. /Cr i ter ja ^ 
Revlewar d'ti.(̂ -</ 

Discipline. 
Date 1^: "'^ 

aee continuation sheet 

• Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discus&ad l}«low 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Descr ip t ion 

. ruins 

. urwipoMd 

C^^^li aw© 
ertgtnal tit* 

summary paragraph 
i completeness 
; clarity 

_^ alterations/integrity 
j _ dates 
^ boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

^ • r l o d A I M * Signtncanc*—Ctwek mnd Juatlfy b* low 

•pAClfic datca Bulldar Arch i tec t 

Statement of Sfgnlf1c»nc* (In e n * peragreph) 

/ 
summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
re lat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j us t i f i ca t i on^ of except ion 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

Acrvaga of r>omlnated property 

Ouadrar>gle r>arT>e 

UMT R«f«rertc«s 

V»r iMl boufxlary descr ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t ion 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
The evaiuatftd slgnlflc«r>cc of this property within the state <s 

rational state local 

&tate Histortc Preservation Officer srgnalure 

tftle date 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t ions concern ing th i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s for any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d sheet 








