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The Andover Village Industrial District is significant for its pervasive
connections with Andover's economic growth in the 19th and early 20th centuries.
The area was a focus for dense industrial activity and also contains a wide
variety of related housing for manufacturers and employees. Retaining integrity

£ design, materials, workmanship, and setting, the Andover Village Industrial
District meets Criteria A, B, and C of the National Register.
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

This complex of industrial structures and associated buildings lies at the
heart of Andover, an area traditionally known as "The Village™ in recognition of
its central role in the town's existence. Factories and residences cluster around - « .~
two waterfalls on the Shawsheen River, and the District reflects the concentration
of population around such water power sites after the advent of the region's A
industrial era. The growing number of residents here led to the establishment of i
Andover as a separate entity from the original agricultural settlement now known
as Nerth Andover. On a broader scale, the District represents a significant site
of Ly industrial activity in the Merrimack River Valley.

A variety of early mills, including an iron-works, a Revolutionary War powder
mill, and a paper mill operated here in the 18th century, but left no visible remains.

Textile operations, which would for many years form the basis for the area's
development, began early in the 19th century. Cotton spinning and woolen
manufactures were followed by the country's first flax factory. Surviving factory
buildings and housing related to these early enterprises play an irreplaceable
role in the historic fabric of the community.

The Andover Village Industrial District contains three distinct subsections
based on different manufactures; geographical proximity, economic ties, and
architectural similarities form the common theme. The industrial buildings in this
area are typically 2 to 4 stories of brick, have plain designs, and are strategically
placed in dense clusters. The residential areas connected with the factories are
small in scale and limited in stylistic ambition. Simple shapes and a very
restrained use of ornamentation characterize the district's housing, most of which
dates from 1820 to 1910.

. Mills
" The oldest éurviving buildihg of the Marland Woolen Mills, 15 Stevens St., is
‘ the woolen mill (ca. 1820-30) which is located on the west side of the Shawsheen just
'“downstream from the dam. The, ‘original Greek Revival structure has granite sills and
'iintels and tied-in walls. Three stories survive, the pitched roof and fourth story
having been removed around 19%0 and a fourth story with flat roof added. To the
' westy along Stevens Street, stand the two most visible structures in this complex.

1 An 1883 spinning and carding mill (with a fourth story added in 1925) is distinguished

- by segmentally arched windows, ornate brick corbeling, and a 5-story bell tower; a
4-story weaving mill built in 1925 has a distinctive saw-toothed roof.

Other prominent structures at this complex include a two-story picker. house
built in 1850 and a two-story finishing-spinning mill of 1864, on the east side of
the river. Various additions from 1925-40 obscure some of the smaller, older buildings.

(CONTINUED)
‘8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, messor S records

early maps, etc.




Page 2
ANDOVER VILLAGE INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT
7. Historical Data. (continued)

Early mill housing in the Greek Revival style stretches up from the mills on
Stevens (originally Marland) Street. Two brick duplexes, 55-57 and 59-61 Stevens St.
(ca. 1820s), are 1% and 2% stories respectively, with granite sills and lintels.

The refined simplicity of these two houses is remarkably similar to the functional
design of the 1820s mill building.

A row of somewhat later tenement housing (ca. 1830-50) built in wood stands at
194-222 North Main St. The harmonious streetscape is comprised of two 1% story
cottages with distinctive Greek Revival doorways and four 2% story, multi-family
houses with little stylistic ornamentation. Broad facades, uniform setback and
spacing, and original window sashes highlight this group.

No. 29-33 Shawsheen Rd. was built as the home of founder Abraham Marland in
~4813, located about a quarter-mile upstream from his mill. This simple but gracefully
proportioned Federal-style house is two stories high with a hip roof, 5-bay facade,
and pedimented center vestibule.

At 232 North Main St. is the house built ca. 1828-30 for Parker Richardson,
a machinist and partner in the firm of Gilbert & Richardson-- which became more
famous later in North Andover as Davis & Furber Machine Co., Similar in form and
design to the Abraham Marland house but built in sturdy brick, this building was
later occupied by William Sykes Marland (a son of Abraham Marland) and by Nathan
Frye, both of whom were prominent in the administration of the Marland Mills.

Abbot Village

The Abbot Village site has been historically important since 1807, when Marland
erected a cotton mill here, but it has been dominated by Smith & Dove since 1843,
when that company moved its linen manufacturing from Frye Village. Today a single
textile business is still operating here-- the Redman Card Clothing Company.

The Abbot Mill, 18-20 Red Spring Rd. K (1814)-- the earliest surviving
industrial building in the district-- is a 1% story, wood frame building on the west
side of the river. The very simple, barn-like structure is distinguished by a gable
roof, king post-queen rod roof truss, and several original window sashes.

Adjoining the Abbot Mill, on both sides of the Shawsheen River, are the mill
buildings of Smith & Dove. On the east side of the Shawsheen is a stone mill built
in 1824; its original third story with a clerestory monitor roof has been removed
and two stories of brick added. A series of brick storehouses ca. 1850-60 have
also been greatly altered, and remaining buildings date from 1890-1925.

Significant early housing associated with the Abbot Village complex includes
51 Red Spring Rd.' (ca. 1820-30; a vernacular, Federal-style frame building which has
been boldly remodeled with Italianate brackets and window trim), 29 Cuba St. (ca. 1830-
50; a 2% story Greek Revival building of granite ashlar with a traditional center
doorway), and numerous Federal period houses along Essex Street and at the junction
of Shawsheen and Red Spring Roads.

Later housing is represented by such structures as the three very simple
Italianate boarding houses at 38-48 Red Spring Rd. (ca. 1890), the identical gambrel-
roof duplexes on Brechin Terrace (1890s), and the attractive Colonial Revival
apartment house at 70-84 Essex St (ca. 1900-10).
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ANDOVER VILLAGE INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT

7. Historical Data. (continued)

Separating the Marland Mills and Abbot Village but connecting both with the
downtown area is a stone arch bridge (ca. 1820), built of uncoursed stone rubble
set without mortar.

The third complex in this district is unrelated to textiles. The Tyer Rubber
Company, 18 Railroad St., was established in 1856 for the manufacture of rubber

cement. The business expanded rapidly to include a wide range of small rubber

items, but its major product was rubber footware. The present 4-story, brick building
with its distinctive ®nd towers was erected in 1912; it was designed by Charles Main
according to standard mill construction principles of the time. A boiler and

engine house and two other small buildings, all in brick, complete the group.

No residential structures are directly associated with this factory.
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ASOIAN, MC GARRY & TULLY
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12 ESSEX STREET

POST OFFICE BOX 31

ANDOVER, MASSACHUSETTS 01810

ANDOVER (617) 475-9000
BOSTON (617) 944-4466

February 5, 1982

Ms. Patricia Weslowski
Massachusetts Historical Commission Fids
294 Washington Street = ot
Boston, Massachusetts 02108
MASS. HIST. COMM.,
Re: 18 Railroad Street
Andover, Massachusetts

Dear Ms. Weslowski:
I am in receipt of your letter dated January 25, 1982

advising me that property owned by me is located in the
Andover Village Industrial District and will be considered

for nomination to the National Re Register of Historic Places.

I have no objection to the designation of historic
buildings; however, my property is less than ten (10) years
old, and I am concerned that your proposed designation may
restrict the further development of my property. Therefore,
I object to the listing of my real estate in the National
Register.

Sincerely,
B 2.5,
s // N
/Jfﬁg/Ff McGar?ry &
JFM: 1lms (;/
ESssex, SS., February 5, 1982

Then personally appeared the above named John F. McGarry
and acknowledged the foregoing instrument by him subscribed
to be his free act and deed before me,
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