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United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries—complete applicable sections •;-

1. Name 

For HCRS use only 

received SEP ^ ^ 

'• entereC 

historic Fields Corner Municipal Building 

and/or common same 

2. Location 

street & number 1 Arcadia Street, corner 195 Adams Street not for publication 

city, town Boston (Dorchester) vicinity of congressional district Ninth 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Suffo lk code 025 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district X public ' " - occupied agriculture museum 
X-building(s) private ' ' X_ unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work In progress educational private residence 
site Public Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object In process X yes: restricted X_ government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation > 
no military _X_other: vacant 

4. Owner of Property 
name C i t y o f Boston Pub l ic F a c i l i t i e s Dept. A t t n : Michael K i l l i on 

street & number 137 M i l k S t ree t 

city, town Boston vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffolk County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 
Pemberton Square 

city, town 
Boston 

state 
Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title 1) Inventory o f H i s t o r i c Assets o f has this property been determined eleglble? yes _X_ no 

the Commonwealth o f Massachusetts 
date 1977 federal K. state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston 02109 (CONTINUED NEXT PAGE) 
state 

MA 



7. Description Field Comer Municipal Building 

Condition 
excellent 
good 

X fair 

Clieck one 
deteriorated ^unaltered 

. ruins altered 

.unexposed 

Checl( one 
X original site 

moved date 

Describe tlie present and original (if known) physical appearance 

7. Description 

The Fields Corner Municipal Building is located in the Fields Corner 
section of Dorchester, Boston's largest neighborhood, at the corner of 
Adams and Arcadia Streets. It is situated on a small, sparsely landscaped 
lot near the intersection of the main thoroughfares of Dorchester Avenue 
and Adams Street. . . .. s r 

The Municipal Building is a Ẑ s-story brick structure, erected in 1874 
and most probably designed by City Architect George A. Clough. The "-•"̂  
building is H-shaped in plan, with gabled wings and High Victorian 
Gothic styling. Limestone trim is used extensively in window lintels -
and stringcourses. Unifying the various masses of the structure are 
fenestration detailing, an arcaded brick stringcourse at the cornice, 
parapeted dormers, and a slate tiled roof. Paired windows emphasize the 
symmetry of the building. The first and attic floors have pointed arch K 
windows, while the second story has strictly rectangular openings; bold 
limestone architraves ornament both types. 
The Adams Street facade of the Municipal Building is three bays long, 
with a three-story central pavilion featuring a parapeted gable and a ''"i? 
pointed arch entrance. The corresponding western wing of the building 
is distinguised by a cupola with its original weathervane. A decorative 
cast iron fence runs along the perimeter of the lot and up the high 
flight of stairs to the facade entrance. 
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8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_5C_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Clieck and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
Invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 

. transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1874-1875 Builder/Architect George A. Clough (?) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragrapli) 

8. Significance : >̂ *5 

The Fields Corner Municipal Building retains integrity of location, design, materials and work­
manship. It is sigificant as a fine example of the High Victorian Gothic style and is a unique 
example of this style in the Dorchester area. Additionally, the Uuilding is an example of the 
work of Boston's first City Architect, George A. Clough, and is significant for its role in 
conmunity development. The property thus meets Criteria A and C of the National Register. 

Although the building permits and records no longer exist for the Municipal Building, it is 
generally thought that Clough (1843-ca. 1916) - who began designing schools for the City in 
1872 and became the first City Architect in 1873 - is the building's architect. Clough learned 
drafting from his father, who was a Maine shipbuilder, and studied under George Snell of the 
Boston firm of Snell & Gregerson. He opened his own firm in 1869. 

Clough's most prominent buildings are the Suffolk County Courthouse in Pemberton Square 
(1888-89) and Boston Latin and English High School (1877). He worked in a number of 
eclectic styles and is credited with introducing "the German system, which provides for con­
structing the building around open courts, thus affording ample light and ventilation to all 
parts of it..." Although not built around an open court as were the Courthouse and High 
School, the Municipal Building does provide generous light and ventilation through its H-plan 
and paired fenestration. Symmetry and balance— of plan, scale, and massing — also charac­
terize most of Clough's work. George Clough is credited with designing over 25 schools for 
the City of Boston, several local churches, and numerous other municipal buildings and public 
and charitable institutions in the Boston area. 

Besides being significant for its architectural merit and association with the first City 
Architect, the Municipal Building is important for its strong community identity and for its 
contribution to the civic and cultural history of Dorchester. The building was originally 
constructed as a replacement for the old District 11 Police Station that was located on Hancock 
Street. The eastern wing of the Municipal Building, facing Adams Street, housed the new 
police station, with jail cells (still remaining) in the basement. The rear (western) wing was 
designed as the Dorchester branch of the Boston Public Library, the first such branch system 
in the United States. The building also served for a time as a district court. 

The Municipal Building is also significant for its visual impact on the neighborhood, and its 
preservation is seen by the City of Boston as a key to the revitalization of Fields Corner. 

J 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 7 ,500 squa re f e e t 

Quadrangle name. 

UMT References 

Boston South m ^La^glQuadrangle scale 1 : 25 ,000 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 

Please refer to the attached map. 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator/by Boston Landmarks Commission and 

name/title /by Neighborhood Development Agency 

organization 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

date 
July 1981 

street & number 
294 Washington Street 

telephone 
617 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 
• I'O.J I i.'i. 

I 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the statejs: ' .r 

national state r̂ local 

/ As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- . 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated ' 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. > j r i i J S I 1 i 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

j j j j j ^ ^ E w ^ ^ j w e D i g c t j ector. Mass. Historical Cotnmission date ^ , 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

uJifU-<iJ ) ^^»e - i -«^ i?atloaal' Beglateg 
eeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 938 8 3 5 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM 

FOR HCRS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED SEP ̂  «V 
DATE ENTEREa 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEMNUMBER PAGE 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys -

(continued) ' * *' 

•i 
2. Dorchester/Mattapan Preservation Survey 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Boston City Hall, Boston, MA 
1977 

. y ' : • • ' • ^/r^y-y^ykSt-^^'X"''''. y.'.-y,y.. fV-
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FIELDS CORNER MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
1 Arcadia St., (Dorchester ),Boston, MA 

1"-100' 5£pi7 

UTM: 19/330140/4685150 
NOV 121981 



Name r^JlllLu (^J  
State, County mi^, 
Working Number f,/'7. ̂ / ^ 

•^Nomination 
Determination of Eligiblity 

On Nomination Form 

MapsJj] -,: 
Photo?_^ 

Nomination prepared by: 
•^'State Staff 

Local 
Other 

' ' dnr-3 

Fed Nom of Request—Agency 
Federal Register Date 

j^ldg(s) 
_ S i t e 

Object 
Structure 
District 

Action: 
_ A p C E P T 
f ^ ^ T U R N T y w / 

REJECT 

Within: 
Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Check if Appropriate: 
State Request for Review 
Keeper's Decision to Review 
2nd Return 

I. Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary) 

n. Evaluation of Nomination 

1. Descriptive Statement 
Short Format Yes 

Good 
Adequate 

Poor Comments 

No 

2. Significance Statement 
Short Format Yes No 

3. Concepts/Integrity 

4. Concepts/Criteria 

5. Concepts/Boimdaries 

6. Contextual Evaluation 

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary): 

Reviewer/Date 

National Park Service 

See Attached 

U.S. Department of the Interior 



United States Department of the Interior 
f ational Park Service, 

dnr-la 

Name of Property 

State, County /VA-
Federal Agency 

The above nomination is being returned to you because of problems in the areas checked below and/or on the 
back of this form. Please return this form when the nomination is resubmitted. . • 

Technical Review . »• . • 

Name 

Location 

Classification 

Category Ownership Status 

Owner of Property . „ 

Location of Legal Description 

"Representation in Existing Surveys 

•.y.-.mx\ 

Present Use 

Description 
Condition 

Significance 
Period 

Original Site/Moved (w/date) ' 

Areas of Significance 

Major Bibliographical References 

Geographical Data 
Acreage Quad Name Quad Scale 
Verbal Boundary Description and/or Site Plan or Tax Map 

Specific Dates 

UTM 

Form Prepared By 

^Certification 
l/hevel of Significance Federal Signature 

Photographs 
Missing 

Maps 
__ USGS Map Site Plan/Sketch Map 

Comments: 

SHPO Signature 

Not Adequate in Quality 

_ Historic District Map 

Substantive Review Problems (see reverse) 

Signed 
JL 



Substantive Review dnr-lb 

Description 
Incomplete/Inaccurate: 

Alterations: 

Dates: 

Boundary Selection/Justification: 

Other: 

Significance 
Too Weak or General: 

Poorly Related to Resource: 

Confusing/Incomplete: 

Context: 

Integrity: 

Period of Significance Unclear: 

' Exception(s) to Criteria not Justified: 

Other: • 

Bibliography: ' --X"-- ' ' 

Geographical Data 
Acreage: 

VBD: 

Certification: 

Photographs: 
Inadeqtjate Coverage: 

Poorly Labeled/N ot Keyed to Map 

Other: 

Maps 
USGS Sketch 

Comments 

Missing 
Location of Resource(s) 
Boundary Lines 
Discrepancies 
Other ' ;'• 
.:: .. .«. • yW':-' 

Reviewer 
tel: (202) 343-6401 

Chief, Branch of Registration Date 



_ Det^rrniriaticn of Elijiblity 
" On Nomination Form 

Maps I j J / J 

Noraination prepared by: 
_^Stete Staff 

_i/^ldg(s) 
Site 
Object • 
Structure 
district 

Within: 
Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Entered i n tKgV, 
Ac>io?T: national Eegister Ci;eck if Appropriate: 

j X A C C E P T / / / y ^ W / State Request for Review 
RETURN / ' Keeper's Decision to Review 
REJECT ' 2nd Return 

I . hvc'iluation of Resource (cont. cn back if necessary) 

n. Evaluation of Ncmination 

1. Descriptive Statement 
Short Format Yes No 

2. Sigrrlficance Statement 
Short Format Yes No 

3. Concepls/Integrity 

4. Concepts/Criteria 

5. Concepts/Boundaries 

6. Coiicex'tual Ev^aluaaon 

Good 
Adequate 

Poor 

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary} 

Comments 

Ftevicrver/Dt^te See Attached 

Nationai Park Service U.S. jjecartment of the Interior 
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MASS. HIST. COMM. 

Septeiriloer 8, 1981 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, tossachusetts 02108 

Attention Patricia L. Weslov/ski 

Re: Fields Comer Municipal Building ^ / • X 

To Whom It May Concem: y iX.. .-

For the record, the Public Facilities Department sufports the 

City's nomination of the Fields Comer Municipal Building to the 

National Register of Historic Places. 

Vert |£}tsiyiyours, 

Donald B. Manson 
Director 

MKrlv 

Kevin H. White, Mayor/PUBLIC FACILITIES DEPARTMENT/147 Milk Street/Boston, MA 02109 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
l l l l l l l n f I Office of the Secretary of State 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 294 Washington street 
H I S T O R 1 0 A I Boston, Massachusetts 
n i O H ^ n i V ^ M l - 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 

C O M M I S S I O N 617-727-8470 Secretary of State 

October 22, 1981 

Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of tke Interior s . 
Washington, D.C. 20243 j ^ 

Dear Ms. Shull: 'x. 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following noraination forms: 

Fall River: Fall River Water Works (local) " ^r, 

Northfield: King Philip's H i l l (local) resubmission 

/Boston: Field's Comer Municipal Building (local) resiib-
""^ mission 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and 
have been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

Sincerely, 

Candace 
Registr 

CJ/pb Enclosure 

KECHVED 

NOV 5 1981 
NATIONAL 

\X>^ REGISTER 

ro 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE HASSACHtlSETTS 

Date Entered NOV I 2 198) 

Ncune Location 

9lit<U aoamx mnUxlpAl Building Boston 
Sutiolk Qaantf 

Also Notifie d 

Honorable Edvrard tU Kennedy 
EoaOKAble faal «£• 'S§m§M 

Mid-Atlantic Region, NPS 

St«t« Hl«toric Pr«««rvcKiM officer 
Mrs« Vatricim L* Voalowski 
Sx«cuciva Difc~«cter 
MastachUMttfl Hlfltorical Qom&it^itm 
294 VathltK t̂oo Stroae 
Boston^ Ijaasachuaatts 02109 

|NR_ Eady/ts/11.17.81 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202>-343-6401.-

272-3504 


