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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Garrison School is located within a block of Franklin Park, the large "country
park' of Olmsted's Boston system. Its lot runs between Hutchings and Brookledge
Streets, two attractive residential blocks typical of the area around Franklin Park.

The Garrison School was constructed in four building stages over a period of nineteen
years, but it was planned from the beginning for future expansion and forms a
coherent whole. It is a two-story brick building, fronting on a courtyard, with
an assembly hall at an angle to the main complex. The roofs are pitched, with the
exception of the assembly hall roof, which is flat. The original wing, the one
closest to Elm Hill Avenue, was built in 1910. Plans published in the Schoolhouse
Department Reports at that time show space for an additional wing parallel

to the first one, to be connected on the Brookledge Street side by an assembly
hall. Instead, an L-shaped wing was added to the original block in 1918 and

was extended in 1929. The assembly hall was built in 1922 and was comnected to
the main complex by a one-story passage. The architects of the original block,
the L-shaped wing and the assembly hall were Louis Chapell Newhall and Albert

H. Blevins. The 1929 extension of the 1918 wing was designed by A.J. Carpenter.

In massing, general composition, fenestration and stylistic details, Newhall
and Blevins were influenced by English Tudor protogypes, a style which they
also employed in the courtyard apartment buildings that they were designing in
the Boston area at the same period. The courtyard elevations of the Garrison
School are by far the most interesting, with steep gables displaying cartouches,
English medieval-type windows and buttress-like detailing on the first story. A.
J. Carpenter continued the same detailing on his 1929 extension. There is also
an octagonal tower, originally domed, on the 1910 wing. The other elevations
are more utilitarian with conventional, large-paned school windows. In plan,
the Garrison School followed the then advanced "German style' of schoolhouse
planning, with large classrooms having ample light and ventilation. The large
utilitarian windows were on the classroom sides of the building, while the small
"Tudor'" ones face the corridors and stairwells.

I. Courtyard Elevations
A. Original Wing (first building period: 1910)

The courtyard facade of the original wing of the Garrison School faces northeast
and is asymmetrical. The entrance bay is stepped forward slightly from the main
block of the building and has a gable with cartouche and, on the basement and
first floor, two buttress-like projections. The doors are reached by a double flight
of stairs running parallel with the building. There are also two basement doors.
On both the first and second floors, there are three windows under one lintel,
which has a Tudor-type drip molding. The lights of the first-floor windows~ are
four over six, those of the second-floor window four over four. To the right

of the entrance bay is a narrow bay with windows identical to those of the
entrance bay and a smaller gable; to the left is a considerably wider bay with
the same windows and gable.
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Projecting out to the left from the entrance bay and its flanking bays is a section of
the original wing containing the staircase and a classroom. The bay containing the
staircase has a steep gable and windows with the same detail as those just described,
except that the long staircase window (here two windows with one sill and lintel) is
four over four over eight. Below it, between basement and first floors, are two

small windows together. Below that is a utilitarian basement door. The bay containing
the classroom has five conventional classroom windows on each floor (nine over nine).

B. Short End of U (second building period: 1918)

The short elevation facing the courtyard has two small gables. On both the first
and second floors, there are three windows with one sill and lintel, again with the drip
moldings used on all but the classroom windows in the Garrison School.

C. Wing facing Original Wing (second and fourth building periods:
1918 and 1929)

The remaining courtyard elevation faces the original wing and consists of one section
from the second stage of construction with the extension added in the fourth stage.
The detailing is identical with the other two elevations. The arrangement of the
facade is similar to the original wing, except that the later wing is longer and there
are two entrance bays, each with one flight of stairs running parallel to the building.
There are minor variations in the fenestration.

II. Rear and End Elevations

The rear elevations (D,E, and F) are all similar. They are flat with continuous banks

of windows (nine over nine) lighting the classrooms. Elevation F also includes the
octagonal tower of the original wing, now directly adjacent to the passage leading

to the assembly hall. The end elevations facing Hutchings Street are, in the case of

the original wing (G), windowless except for the basement and one narrow window each

on the first and second floors and with two gables, each with cartouche; and in the

case of the 1929 extension (H), there are five of the classroom type windows on each floor.

III. Assembly Hall (I, J, K and L)

The assembly hall is reached by a short passage,which connects it with the classroom
wings. It has one story plus basement. The end facing Brookledge Street (I) has
four bays divided by buttress-like projections. The Tudor-style windows used on the
courtyard elevations of the classroom wings are used here also.
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IV. Later Alterations

The only significant exterior alteration to the Garrison School has been the loss
of the metal dome on the tower. Currently, the building is being renovated for
use as an apartment complex, a particularly appropriate adaptation, since, as
noted earlier, Newhall and Blevins were known for courtyard apartment buildings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Garrison School retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, work-
manship and association. Constructed between 1910 and 1929, it is a significaat example
of the work of a well-known early twentieth century Boston architectural firm,

Newhall and Blevins,and is a good example of contempory school planning philsophy.

Louis Chapell Newhall opened an architectural firm in Boston after his return from
Europe on a Rotch Travelling Fellowship in 1900. His partner, Albert H. Blevins,
continued to practice after Newhall's death in 1925. Newhall and Blevins designed
many public and private buildings, including the East Boston Municipal Gymnasium and
the Third Congregational Church in Cambridge. The work of the firm in Cambridge has
been documented thoroughly by the Cambridge Historical Commission and is featured
prominently in the Commission's publications. Newhall and Blevins were particularly
noted for the design of courtyard apartment buildings; in Cambridge they designed
10 Dana Street, 83 Brattle Street and One Waterhouse Street.

Between 1900 and the Great Depression, Boston built an unprecedented number of schools
for its rapidly growing population of children. The construction of these buildings
and the selection of architects were supervised by a Commission in charge of the
Schoolhouse Department. Of the three Commissioners, at least one was usually a
prominent Boston architect. Several new schools were built each year, many, like

the Garrison, planned for future expansion, and additions were built to existing
schools. Architectural standards were high, and the best types of interior plans of the
period were used. Boston's activity in school building in the first three decades of
the 20th century was paralleled elsewhere in the United States. That the Garrison
School was considered especially fine is shown by the fact 1t was published in a
volume illustrating grade schools from all over the country.l While early 20th-
century schools have not become quite as rare as 19th-century ones, relatively

few outstanding ones survive. New concepts of classroom space and use have made them
obsolete as schools, but they are excellent candidates for conversion to residential
use, a future that is assured for the Garrison School.

Iwilliam C. Bruce, compiler, Grade School Buildings (Milwaukee: The Bruce Publishing
Company 1914), Vol. I, 143.
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