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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

.2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form. 
Photo number 

R o l l 9 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

141-J 

1. Town Worcester 

Address 838 Main S t r e e t 

Name Lucius Knowles House 

Present use^uneral s e rv i ce 

Present owner W.H.Graham Corp . 
8jj8 iVlain S t r e e t 

3. Description: 

Date 1870, a d d i t i o n 1880 

Source a t l a s e s , b u i l d i n g n o t i c e s 

StylQ V i c t o r i a n Second Empire 
loZR ~ unknown 

Architect IcSbO - Stephen Ea r l e 

Exterior wall fabric aluminum s i d i n g 

Outbuildings (describe) garage 

Other features s l i g h t l y p r o j e c t i n g entr: 
p a v i l i o n , o r i g i n a l f r o n t & s ide 
porches , s l a t e mansard r o o f . b r a c k ­
e ts w i t h carved swags 

Altered s i d i n g 

Moved ^ ° 

Date 

Date 

1970s 

O r M 5. Lot siz^^s^ssor-s Book 6. p.25 

n/z^73zo/^^a/7^o ^ '''''' 
)ne acre or less ' X 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 

112' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

25' 

C Charaiambides & E.Kunholri 
6. Recorded byed , B . R . P f e i f f e r 

OrganizationWorc. Her i tage Pres . Soc. 

Date November 1977 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) Lucius J . Knowles 

Original use res idence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates f u n e r a l s e rv ice (mid 20 th cen tu ry ) 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 

. Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts • settlement invention X 
Commerce Z Z I Z Industry -X- Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community development X Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The main body of the Lucius Knowles House was b u i l t i n I87O 
and remains among the c i t y ' s best examples of Second Empire architec­
tu r e , despite the application of aluminum si d i n g . The facade i s sym­
me t r i c a l , containing a s l i g h t l y p r o j e c t i n g p a v i l i o n at i t s center. 
At the f i r s t storey t h i s p a v i l i o n contains two pairs of ornate wooden 
doors and an o r i g i n a l entry porch. On the house's south elevation i s 
a second o r i g i n a l entry porch.(now glazed) above which a semi-circle 
o r i e l has been added (ca I900). Other d e t a i l s of the building's or­
i g i n a l design are i t s concavely curved mansard roof covered with 
fish-scale slates and paired cornice brackets which have carved swags 
at t h e i r bases. 

A unique d e t a i l of the Knowles House i s i t s music room which 
was designed by Stephen Earle of Worcester and added to the house's 
northeast comer. (This bay was reputedly designed to provide space 
f o r a harp played by Knowle's daughter). Both the main body of the 
music room and i t s comer bay were o r i g i n a l l y l i t by stained-glass 
s k y l i g h t s , set i n coved c e i l i n g , now covered on the e x t e r i o r , but 
in t a c t and v i s i b l e on the i n t e r i o r . The room's i n t e r i o r i s decora­
ted with wooden panelling, varying bands of arabesques ( i n plaster 
or l i n c r u s t a ) and stained glass windows bearing p o r t r a i t s of music­
ians and a r t i s t s . Unaltered and r e t a i n i n g most of i t s o r i g i n a l colors, 
the Knowles House music room i s one of the most important V i c t o r i a n 
inter^iors i n Worcester, one which represents the raost advanced taste 
of i t s period. Other rooms i n the house contain a v a r i e t y of Second 
Empire and Colonial Revival s t y l e f i t t i n g s , 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

American Architect & Building News,Vol. V I I I . 8/28/1880, p.108. 
(addition notice) 

Plumber & Sanitary Engineer, Vol IV, September I88O, p.398. 
(addition notice) 

Nutt, Charles, Hist,of Worcester,Vol. I l l , p.53. 
Washburn, C, I n d u s t r i a l Worcester, pp. 89-93. 



INVT.NTORY FORM CONTINU.ATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM̂ SSIOJ 
Office of the Secretar>', Boston 

Community: 
Worcester 

Fom No: 
l ^ l - J 

Property Naire: Lucius J . Knowles 

Indicate each item on inventory form v^ich is being continued below. 

9. H i s t o r i c a l significance 

Lucius Knowles (1819-1884) was a native of Hardwick, Massachu­
setts who pursued a v a r i e t y of businesses before achieving prominence 
as an inventor and manufacturer of looms. By 1842, Knowles had become 
Worcester's f i r s t daguerreotyper, operating an o f f i c e i n Brinely Row. 
In 1843, Knowles added e l e c t r o - g i l d i n g and s l i v e r p l a t i n g to his bus­
iness. Subsequent business ventures of Knowles included the spooling 
of thread (1844), the manufacture of cotton warp at Spencer (184?) 
and the manufacture of satinets at Warren (1855-1858). I n I856, Knowles 
made the f i r s t of many improvements i n the design of looms f o r making 
"fancy goods". By 1862, Knowles and his brother, Frank B., were manu­
fac t u r i n g looms f o r hoop-skirt tapes. In I863, the brothers took pa­
tents on t h e i r designs and, i n 1866, the f i r m moved to Worcester. 

Once i n Worcester, the company's business grew r a p i d l y , based 
on new inventions of the Knowles brothers ,including improved looms 
f o r plaids (1868). Known f o r t h e i r use of the open shed p r i n c i p l e the 
Knowle's took out a,patent i n 1873 f o r a broadloom f o r fancy woolens. 
In 1876, the brothers added a forty-harness loom which was exhibited 
at the Centennial Exposition. By I879, the firm's increasing business 
led to the r e n t a l of large portions of the Junction Shop (form 142-B) 
which was occupied by the Knowles Loom Works u n t i l I89O when the 
present Grand Street Factories were b u i l t . In I897, the Knowles Loom 
Company was merged w i t h the Crompton Loom Company to form the Cromp­
ton and Knowles Loom Works, which remains one of Worcester's major 
in d u s t r i e s . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



TECHNICAL CONTROL 
Photos ill_3^ 't' I Y> 
Maps (?S 

eAyCttyinAJ .yvt^yAylZtfyPc. • - t A ^ ^ s ' - * * * ^ --•^6<**fc0.oifc22^U-' i C ^ : - ^ H I S T O R I A N 

^ &/(ytcA^Z^- Yi>i>fZy 9ZJ ^y&'njytAyY £Aly!,^Aty,^AU/^ 4* yaZALy(Z^.u^ Z^iuA /Zlc^y:^^ 

^t<j*'?t^'^^'<<::-^'»<<^ • V^!l<— y<y^\.aOy<A<A(yt(jtA^ .yty>iy<y-e.-*Cytih*y .f^PYji^jt^ iSZxt/U- CA^J^yZA^^fUy^ 

^ j u i y t U A A d , V A J / i ^ t y ^ y , ^Xyu^ y(yA>Z^ M^i>AZ ^ y ^ y y i ^ A y y A ] , 

^j-ZoO^A-^ 'Z^^ Z^-j- s ^ c A ^ .'̂ ^: .̂̂ ^>W^RCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 
fi-^L^.^'OyLytiA'**^ A^yOy .y^.*AAi^. "'PlAyyn.^ ^^Ji.y\^^<fAAyy>tyi ..yiytH:cZ y^-if^lt^Jt.., 

Zj/Yi^yyiejyiAYiM*^ ^>Atx. ^i<AZeAL <A-K, aL.c::^£'Zx^ '^iPZuuYti . 

Yy, YY r' Ml.. ' X /oi-i--^ ii(y -ceb'ii I'l-9 (i-y^^ 130-cidb - \T) z)-^ 

YyrryJy. ^ Zi'oll/ ~ ~ ~ ~ ^ ARCHEOLOGIST 

" " " ^ ^ ^ T T ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ T ^ J ^ Z ^ e w ^ ^ ^ ^ OTHER 
/g?^/ /f*^ r^P^ifU^^. r^uUJ(6Ac^f P m£^iJ)J& B/'CAJfP/CytpJ^, 

A^WPY ifivcZ PY" Y ^ p/j AMA ei>AAMj i^pY^ SYP^A^f^ ^ SPPAJ/P^^A 710 AucPixJ^M. 
rfS^^iAtA^ OfZ^^^ mA>iAtPC^ P/^pPPP^/YJ 1^PiPP'YP^ r^AAp^^^/i^; zAWfi 
Ti^i^e^^ ^PY./^IA(^'^^^ Z^ P^^A€JUJA^. Y^P$ U^PAP-AA'PAJ^^PP^^'^Y AfAcA<//Y 
^ Apt ^Aipf A'p^SAiJP a^pn^Y fi^p^^An^ mifJPAiL/<Ai . A:a^ePi.e li^nAi-zf/zp^ HAER 

/^a^-^*^^ ^ ' ^ - ^ 2/p/^'^^ifoAA. 
^ ̂  P ^ A i AeoPaiAliS^ i m I DO PPT Z ^ A ^ A P ^ ^ ^ ^ Ae<P inventory 

P /// .-CA^P-Y}" PYfnP>'YPP'ZZYY'̂  .YM — l l ^ e b b - U Review • 
J I'i^'P^-^' PD(pf jj/jr^f44^ YjJo/mujcpa/dr(e//^ri 

i^r ^iAe0 mi AA' PJP. 0 AA^CP 
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