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Office OI the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form' 
Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

130-CBD-
42 

1. Town Worces ter 

Address 53Q~5ij-0 Main S t r e e t 

Name The E n t e r p r i s e B u i l d i n g 

Present use c o m m e r c i a l / o f f i c e s 

Present owner A l b e r t J . Vuona 
5^0 Main S t r e e t 

3. Description: 

Date 1900 

' Source b u i l d i n g n o t i c e 

Style Beaux A r t s C l a s s i c a l 

Architect F u l l e r <Sc Delano 

Exterior wall fabric " b u f f b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features two-bay f a c a d e , r e c e s s e 

bay windows, varied classical 
ornament - swags, cartouches, 
dentilled cornice 

Altered s t o r e f r o n t 

Moved no 

mid-20th  
Date century 

Date • , 

. U T H 5. Lot "size- A s s e s s o r s ' Boot 3 , P.19A 
i a / Z f e © 7 O 0 M 6 Z 3 © 0 - . I-ot 12 2,14.76 s q . f t . 

' ' Or )nG acre or less 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 

28« 

Approximate distance of building from street 

V 

6. ,Recorded by B . R . P f e i f f e r • , 

Organization W o r e . H e r i t a g e P r e s . Soc 

Date Noveraber 1977 

(over) 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Williara H. Dexter 

commercial/offices 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal , , . 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commej:ce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 

"Science/ 
invention 

Social/ 
humanitarian 

Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Recently steam-clean<M and returned to i t s original appearance, the 
Enterprise Building i s a five-storey brick row building, opulently trimmed 
with Beaux Arts Classical decoration. Among the building's many fine 
details are carved limestone cartouches (fourth storey), terracotta window 
surrounds and swag panels ( f i f t h storey) and a deep, pressed metal cornice. 

Marked on the 1911 Atlas of the City of Worcester as the "Enterprise 
Building", #538 Main Street stands out from i t s neighbors for the opulence 
of i t s c l a s s i c a l omament. The basis for the identification of this 
building's architect comes from three sources: f i r s t , a building notice 
in September of 1900 for a "brick addition" estiraated to cost $10,000 to 
be built for William H. Dexter and designed by Puller 6c Delano; second, 
from the increased real estate assessment for a building at this location 
from $6,500 in 1900-to $11,500 in 1902 (the assessment on the land re= 
mained the same at $22,300); and third, by the lack of any additions or 
major alterations made to Dexter's neighboring properties ( a l l have the 
same plans in I896 and 1911). Based on the foregoing, i t seems l i k e l y 
that the use of the word addition in the notice i s either a mistake or a 
confused description based on Dexter's ownership of neighboring properties. 
Dexter, who was active in the commercial development of Franklin Square 
(now Federal Plaza) was also the owner of the Franklin Building (also 
known as the Dexter Building - Forra I3O-CBD-I44)• 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Engineering Record, vol. XLII, Sept. 15, 1900, p.262 (building notice) 
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