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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1 1. Town Worcester

' Address 312 Plantation Street

' Name Richard Barker Octagonal House

Present use residential

2. Photo (3x3'" or 3x5'")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Present owner C&rlo and Josephine
i 8 Bresciz

3. Description:

' o ca.1855-1865

! directories and exterior

Source
Roll 20

—arcoitecture

E Se
s o éA Style Octagonal Mode

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect . unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and

other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric Stucco over stone
chips

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features Possible gravel-wall
construction, recessed wall panels,
paired brackets

cupola removed
Altered entry porch Date ca.,1925
added
Moved no Date
Assessors! Book 17, p.7
OUTM: 5. Lot size: Lot "C" 9,772 sq.ft.

Q/z71460 /4683220

One acre or less x\. Over one acre

Approximate frontage 5"

Approximate distance of building from street

ot

6. Recorded by B.R. Pfeiffer

Organization Worc. Heritage Pres, Soc

Date January 1978

(over)

30M=5=77



" i .
7, Oviginal owier (if known) Richard Barker (first known)'

- residence
Original use

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates i

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural ... Education -Religion
Architectural ix Exploration/ Science/

The Arts o settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political —___ Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

One of two octagonal houses extant in Worcester, the Barker House
is a rare example of its type, constructed of stone chips and faced
with stucco, incised to resemble masonry. The building's eight outside
walls have pilaster-like raised sections at the heads of which are
paired brackets. Prior to the 1920s, the house also had an octagonal
cupola. The Octagonal Mode of house building existed as a fad, mostly
during the 1850s and early 1860s. Its popularity arose from books by
Orson Squire Fowler, especially Fowler's A Home for All, or the Gravel
Wall and Octagon Mode of Euilding, New, Cheap, Convenlent, Superior
and Adapted to Rich and Poor which went through eignt printings between
1840 and 1857. Although Fowler recormended the construction of houses
using stone and mortar ("the gravel wall"), most octagonal houses were
built of wood; examples of gravel wall construction such as the Barker
House are very reare.

The house'fs first known owner and occupant was Richard Barker, a
carpenter, who first lived at 312 Plantation Street in 1866. Although
it is possible that the house was built for Barker in 1865 or 1866,
the fad had largely passed by this date, making it likely that Barker
purchased from a previous owner., The uniqueness of the Barker House
and the fanciful associations of its style make it an important building
to preserve,

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

City atlases and directories,
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304




