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2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Expos ,6A R o l l 20 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

119-A 

1. Town V /o rce s t e r 

Address 312 P l a n t a t i o n S t r e e t 

Name R i c h a r d B a r k e r O c t a g o n a l House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner C a r l o and Joseph ine 
—Brescia 

3. Description: 

Date ca.1655-1865 

d i r e c t o r i e s and. e x t e r i o r 
a r c h i t e c t u r e 

Source 

Style O c t a g o n a l Mode 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric s t u c c o o v e r s tone 
c h i p s 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features p o s s i b l e g r a v e l - w a l l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , recessed. w a ± i p a n e l s , 
p a i r e d b r a c k e t s 

c u p o l a removed 
Altered e n t r y p o r c h Date c a « 1 9 2 5 

added. 
Moved no Date 

A s s e s s o r s ' tsook 1 7 , p , 7 
( J T M - 5 . Lot size: L o t "G" 9 ,772 s q , f t . 

(over) 

One acre or less 

Approximate frontage 

\ Over one acre 

50' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

30^ 

6. Recorded by B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization W o r e . H e r i t a g e P r e s , Soc 

Date January 1978 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owtier (if known) 

' Original use 

Richard Barker ( f i r s t known) 

residence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

On 
is a 
with 
walls 
paire 
cupol 
durin 
Orson 
Wall 

e of two octagonal houses extant i n Worcester,^ the Barker House 
rare example of i t s type^ constructed of stone chips and faced 
stucco, incised to resemble masonry. The building's eight outside 
have p i l a s t e r - l i k e raised sections at the heads of which are 

d brackets. Prior to the 1920s, the house also had an octagonal 
a. The Octagonal Mode of house b u i l d i n g existed as a fad, mostly 
g the l850s and early l860s. I t s popularity arose from books by 
Squire Pov/ler, especially Fowler's A Home f o r A l l , or the Gravel 

and Octagon Mode of Building, rJew, Cheap, Convenient, Superior 
and Adapted to i^ich and Poor which went through eight p r i n t i n g s between 
Ibliti and 1857• Although Fowler recommended the construction of houses 
using stone and mortar ("the gravel w a l l " ) , most octagonal houses were 
b u i l t of wood; examples of gravel w a l l construction such as the Barker 
House are very r a r e . 

The house's f i r s t knovm owner and occupant was Richard Barker, a 
carpenter, who f i r s t l i v e d at 312 Plantation Street i n I866, Although 
i t i s possible that the house was b u i l t f o r Barker i n 1865 or I866, 
the fad had la r g e l y passed by t h i s date, making i t l i k e l y that Barker 
purchased from a previous owner. The xiniqueness of the Barker House 
and the f a n c i f u l associations of i t s style make i t an important bu i l d i n g 
to preserve. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

G i t v a t l a s e s and d i r e c t o r i e s . 
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