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1. Town 
Worcester 

Address 31 Harvard Street 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Name Salem Copeland House 

Present use inst i tut ional off ices 

Family Service Organi-
Present owner zation of Worcester^ Inc 

3. Description: 

Date ca.lSl].? 

: _ "'. ;f..-
Source deeds, c i ty directories 

R o l l 29 
: style Greek Revival 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 

'other buildings. Indicate north. 

Architect See reverse side #9 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings (describe)_ brick stable 

• )0.L 

Other features pedimented facade, 
papyrus & acanthus capitals, scroll 
work decoration around gable window 
anthemia (stylized honeysuckle 
flower deslgn_ .Z 

addi t ions to south  
Altered w a l l sash Date 19603? 

Moved no Date 

_5.-Lot size-Assessors' Bk. 2, pg. 30 
Lot I k & 16 19,513 sq. f t . 

One acre or less 3C Over one acre 

Approximate frontage I5O' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

20« 
' K , Moore 

6. Recorded by e d » B>R. P f e i f f e r • 

Organization Wore, Heritage Pres« Soc 

Date December 1977 - / / 

(over) 



7."Original owner (if known) Salem Copeland 

Original use ^ residence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates i n s t i t u t i o n a l (present) 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

, Aboriginal . . , Conservation Recreation 
' Agricultural Education Religion 

Architectural ^ Exploration/ Science/ 
The-Arts settlement invention 
Commerce .,. ZZZZ Industry X Social/ 

"Communication Military humanitarian 
Community development Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

• Built on a lot which Salem Copeland bought from Harrison Bliss in 181{.6 
f or $80»00, the Copeland House is one of two omate, terapla-front houses i 
e:!ctant in Worcester, (The other is the Arad Alexander House - see Form 
#124.3-J), Two stories high, of frame construction, the Copeland House has 
a pedimented facade with a portico supported by four fluted columns which 
rise to papyrus and acanthus capitals. The facade i s faced with matched 
boarding, as are the facade and north wall pediments, both of which contain 
elaborate foliate decoration. Facade windows are set beneath moulded caps 
on consoles. Alterations to the building are minor, consisting of the re­
placement of original sash with smaller-pane wood sash and the construction 
of an addition at the building's southwest corner; nonetheless, the Copeland 
House remains esse^Jbially intact. 

Salem Copeland (I6l5-l891) was a native of Thompson, Connecticut who 
cametto Worcester around I838 and, soon after, became foreman at the 
Providence Screw Company. When the Providence Company moved to Rhode 
Island, Copeland became a tool maker at the Washbum Wire Mill on Grove 
Street; between l8k6 and 1850 Copeland worked at the Court Mills for the 
tool manufacturing firm of Thompson, Skinner & Co. Aroijnd 1865 Copeland 
began manufacturing hardware on his own, eventually forming the Copeland 
Hardware Manufacturing Company. Among the claims of Copeland's obituary 
is that he "made the f i r s t iron planing machine ever used." At the same 
time that Copeland was emplo-jed by Thompson, Skinner & Co., local direc­
tories l i s t him as a builder. In I863 Copeland sold #31 Harvard Street 
to David Scott, a druggist, who lived here until I869 when he built a 
Second Empire style house (now demolished) on the southem half of 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) copeland's original lot. In I870 the house was sold 

to Horace Sheldon," a merchant, who sold i t to Edward Brown, county 
treasurer, in 'I883. 

Worcester Comty Registry of Deeds 
Proceedings. Worcester Society of Antiquity (I896) "Twenty Years On 

Harvard Street" 
Albert Waite Papers, Box 6 
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• n i B N a T N 
TO F A M I U B S 

RUSSELL A THOMPSON, PRESIDENT 
MRS. EDWIN R. FOLEY, SECRETARY 
JOHN L. VIRGILIO, TREASURER 

WALTER A. OLSON, Acsw, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH SAMARA, ACSW. ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

COUNSELING ON FAMILY AND PERSONAL PROBLEMS 

31 HARVARD STREET, WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01608 
AREA CODE 617 756-4646 

October 9, 1979 

Charles A. Herrington 
A c t i n g Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r , Pension B u i l d i n g 
440 G. S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Re: 663 
A t t e n t i o n NOM 

Dear Mr. Herrington, 

Persuant t o the nomination of Family Service Organization o f 
Worcester, Inc., 31 Harvard S t r e e t , Worcester, Mass., 01608,-aamuel__ 
Copeland jHouse, f o r l i s t i n g i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places, please f i n d enclosed a resume of the House as w e l l as a 
photograph taken October 5, 1979. 

We f e e l t h a t t h i s data may a s s i s t i n applying your e l i g i b i l i t y 
g u i d e l i n e s f o r l i s t i n g . 

Thank you f o r your cooperation. 

Since r e l y , 

Executive D i r e c t o r 

E n d . 
WAO:eg 

MEMBER OF UNITED WAY OF CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS 
AND 

FAMILY SERVICE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
ACCREDnBD 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY I AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER 



OCT \ \ iO'f'Q 

M 



R e s u m e o f the House a t 31 H a r v a r d S t r e e t 

I n t h e e a r l y 1800 ' s the l a n d on w h i c h w e a r e now l o c a t e d w a s the h i gh p o i n t o f 
f a r m l a n d noted f o r i t s v i e w o f M t . W a c h u s e t t and a c r e s of m e a d o w s and 
p a s t u r e s . 

I n 1845 , D r . John G r e e n , w h o had an e s t a t e on M a i n S t r e e t , d e c i d e d the t i m e 
had c o m e to ex tend the l i n e s o f the t o w n w e s t w a r d , l a y i n g ou t a s t r e e t p a r a l l e l 
t o M a i n , on t he c r e s t o f the h i l l t hus c u t t i n g i n t o p a s t u r e l a n d and w o o d s w h e r e 
l o n g had been the D o c t o r ' s g a r d e n s . A s D r . G r e e n had r e c e i v e d h i s d e g r e e i n 
m e d i c i n e f r o m H a r v a r d , he gave t h a t n a m e to the new t h o r o u g h f a r e j u s t opened 
t h r o u g h h i s a n c e s t r a l a c r e s . I n 1 8 5 9 , D r . G r e e n founded the W o r c e s t e r F r e e 
P u b l i c L i b r a r y . T h e i m m e d i a t e c o n t i n u a n c e o f t he s t r e e t to the n o r t h w a s due 
t o t he e n t e r p r i s e o f c i t i z e n s who had p u r c h a s e d the o l d D i x p r o p e r t y and 
p r o c e e d e d to l a y ou t a new s t r e e t t h e r e . 

I n 1 8 5 4 , H a r v a r d and D i x S t r e e t s w e r e p r o n o u n c e d p u b l i c , a t w h i c h t i m e began 
the l a y i n g o f g a s , w a t e r and s e w e r p i p e s . T h e n , the d e v e l o p m e n t o f t he w i d e 
s i d e w a l k s l i n e d w i t h m a p l e and ches tnu t t r e e s w h i c h r e s u l t e d in H a r v a r d 
S t r e e t b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d one o f the m o s t b e a u t i f u l s t r e e t s i n W o r c e s t e r . 

F r o m t h i s b e g i n n i n g , the l o c a t i o n a t t r a c t e d the p r o f e s s i o n a l and b u s i n e s s 
peop le w h o b u i l t s u b s t a n t i a l h o u s e s , m a n y o f t h e m d e s i g n e d b y E l d r i d g e B o y d e n 
w h o s e o w n house w a s b u i l t on a l o t he had bought f r o m D r . G r e e n soon a f t e r 
b u i l d i n g t he G r e e n M a n s i o n . M r . B o y d e n w a s the a r c h i t e c t o f M e c h a n i c s H a l l 
w h i c h w a s d e d i c a t e d i n 1 8 5 7 . 

A s w e a r e now a t N o . 31 H a r v a r d S t r e e t , i t m a y be i n t e r e s t i n g t o c o n c e n t r a t e 
on i t s pas t o w n e r s h i p . T h e house w i t h t he G r e e k R e v i v a l c o l u m n s w a s b u i l t 
by M r . S a m u e l C o p e l a n d w h o w a s noted f o r h i s l o ve o f f l o w e r s and h i s 
c o n s e r v a t o r y on the s i d e of the h o u s e . He s o l d t he house to M r . D a v i d S c o t t 
w h o i n t u r n s o l d i t t o M r . H o r a c e S h e l d o n , the o w n e r o f a d r y goods s t o r e i n 
t he M e c h a n i c s B u i l d i n g . B e f o r e h i s dea th i n 1886 , he had s o l d h i s house to 
M r . E d w a r d A . B r o w n , the m u c h r e s p e c t e d T r e a s u r e r o f W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y . 
M r . B r o w n w i t h h i s w i f e and t h r e e d a u g h t e r s e n j o y e d t h i s h o m e f o r m a n y 
y e a r s , t he o l d e s t d a u g h t e r , A n n a , be ing m a r r i e d f r o m h e r e b e f o r e M r s , B r o w n 
d i e d . 

T h e o t h e r two d a u g h t e r s c o n t i n u e d to l i v e h e r e and c a r e f o r t h e i r f a t h e r . 
A f t e r M r . B r o w n ' s d e a t h , t h e y found the c a r e of the c o n s e r v a t o r y and g r o u n d s 
w h i c h ex tended t o L a n c a s t e r S t r e e t an i n c r e a s i n g b u r d e n , t h e i r f a t h e r h a v i n g 
done m u c h o f the m a i n t e n a n c e h i m s e l f . A n accoun t o f t hese a c t i v i t i e s r e c a l l e d 
b y a n e i g h b o r t ha t " t h e l o t (#31) i s a l o n g one and w h i l e t h i s a f f o r d s an 
o p p o r t u n i t y f o r M r . B r o w n ' s h o r t i c u l t u r a l t a s t e s i n the s u m m e r - when t h e 
w i n d s s w e e p down w i t h s n o w y w i n g s , the c i t y o r d i n a n c e s d e m a n d t h a t s i d e w a l k s 
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be kep t f r e e f r o m i c y w i n t e r ' s a c c o m p a n i m e n t s . A t s u c h t i m e s , a f t e r do i ng 
d u t y on H a r v a r d S t r e e t , T r e a s u r e r B r o w n m a r c h e s a r o u n d ( the Ba tes 
p r o p e r t y on D i x S t r e e t ) t o L a n c a s t e r S t r e e t and i l l u s t r a t e s t he b i b l i c a l s t a t e ­
m e n t t ha t ' i n t he s w e a t o f h i s f ace s h a l l m a n eat b r e a d ' " . 

L i v i n g a c r o s s t he s t r e e t f r o m the s i s t e r s w a s a young m a n w h o w a s w o r k i n g 
as an a p p r e n t i c e f o r M r . D a r i u s A . P u t n a m , the f a m i l y u n d e r t a k e r , f r i e n d and 
n e i g h b o r . S e e i n g the s i s t e r s ' need f o r a " m a n i n t he h o u s e ' ' , M r . P u t n a m 
c o n f i d e n t i a l l y s u g g e s t e d , as dependab le and h o n e s t , h i s young h e l p e r . On 
C h r i s t m a s Eve i n 1 91 6 , G e o r g e L o n g s t r e e t w a s w a r m l y w e l c o m e d in to h i s new 
h o m e . 

He c o n t i n u e d to w o r k and s t u d y i n h i s chosen f i e l d , and t h r e e y e a r s l a t e r 
l e a s e d p r o p e r t y a t 7 H i g h l a n d S t r e e t r e a d y to s t a r t b u s i n e s s in h i s o w n 
q u a r t e r s . B u t t h i s p r o v e d d i s a s t r o u s in m o r e w a y s t han o n e , w h a t w i t h w a t e r 
d a m a g e , hea t i ng b i l l s f o r c o a l and v a r i o u s o t h e r w o e s . W i t h e n c o u r a g e m e n t 
f r o m the M i s s e s S a l l y and M a y B r o w n and h i s own c o n t i n u i n g e n t h u s i a s m and 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o a c h i e v e h i s g o a l , a new s i g n a p p e a r e d on t h e i r f r o n t lawn.-

G e o r g e H . L o n g s t r e e t , U n d e r t a k e r 
31 H a r v a r d S t r e e t 

A g r a d u a l r e m o d e l l i n g t o o k p l a c e , w i t h an a p a r t m e n t f o r the f a m i l y l i v i n g 
q u a r t e r s u p s t a i r s w h i l e d o w n s t a i r s the f r o n t and back p a r l o r s b e c a m e the new 
f u n e r a l p a r l o r s . 

W h e n t h e B a t e s p r o p e r t y a t 29 H a r v a r d S t r e e t b e c a m e a v a i l a b l e i n 1936 , 
G e o r g e p u r c h a s e d i t , d e m o l i s h e d the house and l andscaped the l o t as a l i t t l e 
p a r k , c o m p l e t e w i t h an a c q u i r e d V i c t o r i a n f o u n t a i n s u r r o u n d e d by p i n k r o s e s . 
T h i s m a d e a s u i t a b l e s e t t i n g f o r the a l r e a d y i m p r e s s i v e a d j o i n i n g p r o p e r t y and 
w a s m u c h a d m i r e d and p h o t o g r a p h e d by p a s s e r s b y i n a l l s e a s o n s . 

T h e r e d b r i c k b u i l d i n g w a s the f o r m e r c a r r i a g e house and l i v i n g q u a r t e r s f o r 
Dav id ' , t he B a t e s ' B l a c k c o a c h m a n . T h i s b u i l d i n g w a s put to use f o r t h e 

L o n g s t r e e t m o t o r e q u i p m e n t bu t t he p a r k w a s l a t e r s a c r i f i c e d t o a s p h a l t f o r 
p a r k i n g . 

S o m e y e a r s b e f o r e , i n 1954 , H a r v a r d S t r e e t had been w i d e n e d t o b e c o m e a 
b u s y o n e - w a y t h o r o u g h f a r e . T h e g o r g e o u s t r e e s w e r e cu t down and t h e s i d e ­
w a l k s n a r r o w e d . B y t h i s t i m e , m a n y o f the f a m i l y h o m e s w e r e t o r n down o r 
put t o o t h e r u s e s . D u r i n g G e o r g e L o n g s t r e e t ' s m o r e than f i f t y y e a r s on 
H a r v a r d S t r e e t , he w i t n e s s e d a l l the changes but w a s d e t e r m i n e d t o keep the 
m a i n ho(Js;e w i t h t t i e s t a t o l y p i l l a r s i n t a r t . 
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T h e r e a r e t hose o f us w h o a r e g r a t e f u l , no t o n l y f o r the s u r v i v a l o f t he house 
bu t a l s o f o r the use t o w h i c h i t i s pu t sis a c o n t i n u i n g c o m m u n i t y s e r v i c e , the 
F a m i l y S e r v i c e O r g a n i z a t i o n . 

M a r g u e r i t e J . L o n g s t r e e t 
A u g u s t , 1974 

H i s t o r i c a l r e f e r e n c e s a r e t a k e n f r o m a p u b l i s h e d p a m p h l e t " T w e n t y Y e a r s o f 
H a r v a r d S t r e e t " g i v e n as an a d d r e s s i n 1 896 t o t h e W o r c e s t e r H i s t o r i c a l 
S o c i e t y by the H o n . A . S . R o e , a r e s i d e n t o f the s t r e e t . M o r e r e c e n t 
r e f e r e n c e s a r e f r o m n e w s p a p e r s and a l s o p e r s o n a l r e m i n i s c e n c e s . 

M . J . L . 




