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Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

153-K 

1. Town V/o rces t e r 

Address 3 Norwood S t r e e t 

Name E l i a s C r a w f o r d House 

Present use r e s i d e n c e 
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 

Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Present owner E z e q u i e l a: S u s i t a Vega 
3 i ioT\ ioo ' l S t , 

3. Description: 

Date c a . 1 8 5 1 - 1 8 6 0 

r o l l 7 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Source c i t y a t l a s e s and maps 

Style "Octa.qonal Mode" 

Architect unlmown 

Exterior wall fabric c l a p b o a r d 
boa rd and b a t t e n  

Outbuildings (describe) s i d e d s t a b l e 

Other features o c t a g o n a l f r o n t s e c t i o n 

w i t h s u r r o u n d i n g p o r c h and r e a r e l l , 

b r a c k e t s , added s t a i n e d g l a s s 
v;indows 

1 9 t h 

Altered r e a r e l l ( ? ) Date cen tu r : / 

Moved no Date' 
O T H 5. Lot size' A s s e s s o r s ' Book 6, p . 37 

[̂ jt.(Z7^zz:>lv^e)0 ^^-^^ One acre or less x 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 

9 0 ' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

^ 
W, i - l , Seanan 

6. Recorded by e d . B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization V/orc . H e r i t a g e P r e s . Soc, 

Date December 1977 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Elias E. Crawford 

residence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i ta ry 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Elias Cra^^?ford House i s a two-storey frame house of octagonal 
plan, w i t h a service v;ing on i t s south and west sides. Extending around 
the building's f i r s t storey i s an open porch supported by chamfered 
wooden posts w i t h brackets. The house's fenestration i s I r r e g u l a r , 
The bui l d i n g i s enclosed by a hipped roof w i t h open eaves and penda.nt 
brackets. Alterations to the house include double f r o n t doors a.nd some 
stained glass (ca.l890). Immediately southwest of the house i s a 
nineteenth-century stable, perhaps o r i g i n a l . 

B u i l t p r i o r to 1560, the Elias Crawford Octagonal House i s one of 
only tv;o octagonal houses i n Vvorcester, Although the house i s shovm on 
an undated map of V/orcester ( i d e n t i f i e d as iSbO), no owner's narae i s 
given u n t i l the I87O c i t y atlas which notes the house as belonging to 
Elias B, Crawford, a cotton manufacturer ( l a t e r a woolen manufacturer). 
As Crawford i s . f i r s t l i s t e d at the house around I870, i t seems ce r t a i n 
that the'house was b u i l t f o r an e a r l i e r ovmer whose na:ne i s not presently 
known. Although a b r i e f biography of Elias B. Crawford i s printed i n 
Chs.rles Nutt's History of V/orcester, the information suggests that i t 
m̂ ay have been the father (?) of the Crawford who owned #3 Norwood Street, 
From the l860s u n t i l 1932, the house was the home of Charles Johnson, 
a l o c a l attorney. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Carruth, Louise,' Old Worcester Houses (unpublished scrapbooks at the 
V/orcester Public Library) photo, 

VJorcester Evening Gazette, January 1, 1932. (Johnson obituary) 
I'Jutt, C, History of V/or"c"ester, v o l . I I I , pp, 23i4.-235 (Elias B, Crawford 

biography) 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


