
F O R M B B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Bostoa 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Exp.8A R o l l 25 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

(over) 

In Area no. Form no. 

l U - J 

1. Town W o r c e s t e r 

Address 53 V / a v e r l y S t r e e t 

Name Arad \Alexande r^ House 

Present use r e s i d e n c e 

K a z i m i r and T e o l ' l i e 
Present owner S i m u l y n a s 

3. Description: 

Date c a . 181^5 

Source e x t e r i o r a r c h i t e c t u r e 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect unknovm 

Exterior wall fabric s h i n g l e 

Outbuildings (describe)_ 

Other features t e m p l e f r o n t , C o r i n t h i a i 
columns <!: p i l a s t e r s , egg c; d a r l and 
tongue £: d a r t m o u l d i n g s , window hoo( 
w i t h c o n s o l e 

Altered sidin^o;  

Moved yes 

m i d - 2 0 t h  
Date c e n t u r y 

Date 1867-1868 

5. Lot size- A s s e s s o r s ' Book [ [ , p , 2 5 
L o t 29 7 ,358 s q . f t . 

One acre or less ^ Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 5o' 
Approximate distance of building f rom street 

15̂  

6. Recorded by B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization Wo^r'c» H e r i t a g e P r e s . Soc. 

Date December 1977 

UTM 
\q\zi^h>^0(^^S'bO 

30M-S-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

residence 

Arad Alexander - f i r s t knovm - 1868 

Original use 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates sarae 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Alexander House i s one of the most elaborately decorated examples of 
Greek Revival architecture i n Worcester, The house i s a two-storey frame 
structure set on a rock-faced granite foundation. The building's side-
h a l l (three-bay) facade i s masked by a temple f r o n t consisting of four 
Corinthian colurans, supporting a pediraent fraiTied by an entablature and 
cornice w i t h modillions. Exceptionally f i n e are the house's carved de­
t a i l s ; i . e . , Corinthian capitals on coliunns and corner p i l a s t e r s , tongue 
and dart mouldings, acanthus modillions, window hoods on consoles and a 
Corinthian entry; these elaborate d e t a i l s are suggestive of the work of 
Elias Carter, a r c h i t e c t / b u i l d e r , although at present no connection bet^-^een 
Carter and the Alexaiider House i s known to e x i s t . 

The early h i s t o r y of the Alexander House i s unknown, as the house was 
moved to i t s present s i t e i n 1867-1868 f o r Arad Alexander, a "truclcman" 
and owner of the f i r m of Alexander co Martin, Examination of maps and 
photographs of the surruunding area have not revealed the building's 
o r i g i n a l location or i t s o r i g i n a l owner; hox^rever, i t i s l i k e l y that the 
house was one of many moved from downtown Worcester i n the l850s and 
l860s as the commercial d i s t r i c t expanded into former r e s i d e n t i a l neighbor­
hoods. Alterations to^^ouse consist of a new f r o n t door and wooden 
shingling, neither of 
features. 

wBich interf e r e s w i t h the bui l d i n g * s important 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

City atlases and di r e c t o r i e s 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


