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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of f o r m 
Photo number 

R o l l 2 , 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

(over) 

In Area no. Form no. 

l [ i .2-M 

1. Town W o r c e s t e r 

Address lOS Beacon S t r e e t 

Name Beacon S t r e e t F i r e h o u s e 

Present use warehouse 

Present owner Lawrence Sher and 
Irvinf=!: Sher 

3. Description; 

Date 1901-1902 

Source 
c i t v docuinents 

„, 1 Rena issance R e v i v a l Style 

Architect ^ ^ ° ^ S e H . Clemence 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) Ĵ o^Q 

Other features limestone t r i m , archej 
w i t h a l t e r n a t i n g b r i c k and stone 
voussoirs, decorative stone panels, 
copper cornice 

windows 
Altered c o v e r e d Date 1970S 

Moved no Date 
A s s e s s o r s ' B o o k 6, p . 2b 

5. Lot size: L o t 5 7*%5 SQ* 

One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 7 5 ' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

15^ 

6. Recorded by S. Lee , e d . B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization V/orc . H e r i t a g e P r e s . Soc, 

•Q^lQ December 1977 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) ^ ^ ^ ^ Worcester 

Original use f i r e h o u s e 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates commercial (p resen t ) 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural ^ Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce 2^^^]^ Industry ZZIZ Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community development x Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

B u i l t i n 1901-1902, the former Beacon Street Firehouse i s a two-storey 
br i c k structure of rectangular plan. The building's facade (west) contains 
three lovx-arched ba\s at the f i r s t storey, each of which i s trimraed w i t h 
a l t e r n a t i n g brick and limestone voussoirs. At the second storey each ba\ 
has paired arched windows set beneath a semi-circular b l i n d arch trimmed 
wi t h b r i c k and limestone voussoirs. Above the arches i s a continuous 
lisiestone moulding surmounted by marble roundels; at the r o o f l i n e i s a 
copper cornice w i t h d e n t i l s and modillions. At the south end of the facade 
i s a doorvray framed by liiriestone p i l a s t e r s which support an entablature 
and cornice. On the building's other elevations, f i r s t store^- windows 
are rectangular w i t h splayed limestone l i n t e l s ; second storey windows are 
rectangular, set i n fraxies w i t h b l i n d arches. At the structure's south­
east corner i s a three-storey tower. 

The Beacon Street Firehouse was b u i l t f o r the c i t y ' s Engine Company #3, 
which had been formed i n 1635. Although the conpany provided f i r e pro­
t e c t i o n f o r the neighboring Main Street south r e s i d e n t i a l area, i t i s 
l i k e l y that i t s major purpose was to provide protection f o r the extensive 
i n d u s t r i a l area immediately east of the firehouse, including the Junction 
Shop (Form li].2-3) The building v/as constructed at a cost of-525,600 by 
E l i B e l i s l e , a French-Canadian immigrant who was one of Worcester's leading 
bu i l d e r s . Included i n the construction budget was $925.00 paid to George 
Clemence f o r f o r plans and specifications. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

C i t y Documents, JIo, 56 (1901) , p . 2 2 ; Wo. 57 (1902) , p p . 25 - 2 6 . 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 
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