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90-G-7 
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Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

R o l l 9 

1. Town 
W o r c e s t e r 

Address 

Name 

2 1 V/ indsor S t r e e t 

Soho Cottao;e 

Present use r e s i d e n c e 

Present owner 

3. Description: 

Date 

M i r i a m M a t t s o n 

i 8 6 0 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Source 

Style CariDenter G-othic 

Architect unimown 

Exterior wall fabric b o a r d and b a t t e n 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features g a b l e s w i t h o r n a t e barge  

b o a r d s , ogee a r c h e d VJindow, e n t r y 

p o r c h w i t h p i e r c e d b r a c k e t s 

Altered no Date 

Moved no Date 
. . ^ j A s s e s s o r s ' Book 1 , p . 1 0 

. O T M 5. Lot size: L o t 10 12 ,535 s q . f t . 

' ' One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 90 ' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

20 ' 

6. Recorded by ^ « ^ » P f e i f f e r 

Organization V^orc. H e r i t a g e T^res. Soc. 

Date J anua ry 19 78 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

William Allen 

residence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates sarae 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

-X-

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

B u i l t as a mirror image of i t s neighbor. Forest K i l l Cottage (Form 
90-G-8), Soho Cottage i s Worcester's best example of Carpenter Gothic 
architecture. With the exception of modern f r o n t doors and the re­
placement of some sash (ca.l900), Soho Co-ttage i s i n o r i g i n a l condition, 
reta i n i n g many excellent d e t a i l s . The house i s asymmetrical i n plan 
and massing, r i s i n g one and one half stories from a b r i c k foundation to 
steeply pitched roofs. Portions of the buil d i n g contain an a t t i c 
above the upper storey. Major features of the house are i t s deep eaves, 
bargeboards w i t h pendants, entry porch (with open supports, bxmckets 
and pendants), board and batten siding, facade gable w i t h ogee-^-arch 
window and a rectangular-plan bay window (east). I n addition to i t s 
f i n e design, Soho Cottage occupies a p a r t l y wooded, h i l l s i d e s i t e and 
preserves a strong sense of the surrounding area's strong appeal to 
the Romantic s e n s i b i l i t i e s of the early nineteenth century. 

Soho Cottage was pirrchased by V/illiam Allen in September of i860 
from real estate developer Samuel Davis for $1,250. Allen was listed 
in local directories as living on Forest Avenue in X86l ajid in 1862 
as living in "Soho Cottage" on Forest Avenue (now Parestdale .Road .tfhiali 
^intersects V/indsor Street). William Allen (born 1825) was a native of 
' Sohoy England who came to V/orcester in l8ij.9. During the l860s Allen 
was a machinist and foreman at the Court Hills for Nourse, Mason & Co., 
later Ames Plow Company, In 1872 Allen became a partner in the firm 
of Stewart 2c Allen Boiler V/orks v/hich dissolved in 1875* the year in 
which Allen purchased the V/orcester Boiler Works, By I898 the V/orce«t?.i 
Boiler V/orks, renamed V/illiam Allen £: Sons, had groxm to become one tS 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

the largest b o i l e r manufacturers i n New England. 
Allen continued' t o l i v e i n Soho Cottage u n t i l his death i n I906. 

V/orcester County Registry of Deeds. Book 633# P»if8> Davis to Alle n , 
9/10/1860. 

R ice , F . Worcester of I 8 9 8 . p . 5 2 3 . 
N u t t , G. History""'or" vjorcestey v o l . I l l , p.lJ | .8. 
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