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FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
ffice or the Secretary, State House, Boston

! 1
I
I
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") !
Staple to left side of form
Photo number !
I
3

Roll #21

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

O™ .

1a[261100]4684760

(over)

In 'Area no. Form no.-
58-D

. Town Worcester

Address 3Bancroft Tower HKoad

Name Bancroft Tower

Present use vark observation tower

Present owner Cit; of VWorcester

. Description:

Date 1900

Source_iutt, History of Worcester
vole 1
Style Homansesque Revival

Architect Parle & fisher

Exterior wall fabric boulder stone

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features central arched passage:

way, rectangular and circular plan
towers, crenellations, faces
directl; north and south

Altered 1O- Date

Moved no Date
part of Salisbury Park
Lot size: Assessors! Book 20, p.l5

Lot 1 - see map 80
One acre or less Over one acre =

Approximate frontage not applicable

Approximate distance of building from street

30t
Ue Deriallie
Recorded by ed, B.he Pfeiffer

Organization Worc. Heritage Pres.Soc

Date December 1G77




otephen Salisbury III
7. Original owner (if known)

Original use parl: observation tower

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Bancroft Tower is a two and one-halfl storeg structure built of
bovlders and cobbles, trimmed with rock-faced granite. As;mmetrical in -
elevetion, the tower has an open arch at its cepter, which is flanked
by two square-plan towers which rise to observation platforms surrounded
by crenellated parapets. Risin; from the top of the western tower is a
smaller, circular-plan tower which rises tc¢ crenellations. In excellent
original condition, the Bancroft 1s the last of three stone observation
towers built in Worcester parks in the late nineteenth century. (The
other two were the Davis Tower in Lake Park and the Institute Tower in
Institute Park, both demolished)., Of the three, the Bancroft Tower was
b far the most elaborate.

Situated at the crest ol Bancroft Hill in Salisbury Park, one of the
highest points in Worcester, the Bancroft Tower was designed by the
important local firm of Stephen Earle and Clellan fisher. The tower was
constructed in 1600 for Stephen Salisbury III at a cost estimated to
have been $15,000. BRoth the tower and the hill on which it stands are
named in honor of the historian, George Bancroft, a Worcester native.
During his lifetime Salisbury retained ownership of the parkland and
tower, which were given to the city b; the terms of his will in 1607,

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Worcester Historical Society. Local Parks File.

Sunday Telegram, Sept. 23, 1900,

. Nutv, C, iHistory of Worcester, vol, I, ppe. 222-220, L4L41.
Osborn, B.H. In and Zbout Worcester, pp. 26, €5.
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304




