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I 1. Town Worcester 

Address Barber Avenue 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

John Woodman Higgins Armory 
Name Museum 

' Present use comraercial o f f i c e s and 
museum 

Tims tees of John 
' Present owner Woodman Higgins Armors 

Museum 
3. Description: 

Date 1930 

\ ZB-'i.-i'A:. AJ -icLkf.:. 

Roll 18 
r i . , ' s. 

•"̂  Source "ee Bibl iography - reverse 

S^le ^lenient8 of In ternat iona l Style 

• Architect Joseph D, Leland of Boston 4. Mip. ' Draw sketch of building location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and 

' -."other buildings. Indicate north. , " ' 
r.c;..... , .^.L.... , -If-. . . . . . . .-.-.t'^^rrj 

••i.:. I , f. ; . »-ic c • e.-.v. - ^-i-l- .̂-; outbuildings (desct^befnone''--r^' 
-O ,i\:rp^.j. .r-..-,,.t:-,:. ; '.-x o.. .. . • o V O r - S i z o d P l V o t f l 

^ Exterior wall fabric '' S t«®l g lass 

. .u:;-.j.i.. •^• ii...:. 

•• i, . . . t , • . . . 

over-Sized PiVets used 
Other features *8 d e c o r a t i o n , neo­
c l a s s i c a l entry7~~appI3^idrdecoratrv€ 
meda l l i ons o f s t e e l a t c o m i c e , 

. . Jangled e n t r y bay sxirmomted a t the 
* ' ^ ' ^ " c o m i c e by a mock s u i t o f armory t t 
coiTJorate symbol o f Worcester t^ressed S t e e l Co, 

-• ' • '• -••Altered • ''-no '̂-Date t -

••'•i.f-' '•..np.'iinr.a uuii .-(.'.A- .".:i;«v •.•> .rt>rfd*/•>•';£.'Moved '^'••-'^'^''^no' 

: '.^.i- '.10 

Date 

•UtAi'Xi: 

' O T K v ' 5: Lot size: ? " ! ^ ? f ' ^ i , ^ ° ? J 
I»ot3 l A , I B JL2,562 sq^ft* 

One acre or less 
. i-'̂ r''. 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 

' 100» 

Approximate distance of building from street 

10« 

.1 ^-'.v 

• . '• 
• 6. Recorded by_ 

B.R. P f e i f f e r • 

Organization Wore, Heritage Pres* Soc 

''Y' Date ; March 1978 

(over) 



...p. , Worcester Pressed Steel Company 
7, Original owner (if kno-vvn) ^ 

Original use o f f i c e s and museum 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

^ 8. Themes (check as many as appUcable) 

..Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural . .V;-- Education Religion 
Architectural " ^ Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts . ^ settlement invention 
Commerce Industry ^ Social/ 
Communication : Military humanitarian 
Community development Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

' The Higgins Armory consists of an "L" plan building of four-storey 
height built in 1930 for the Worcester Pressed Steel Company, whose 
president was John Woodman Higgins. Of steel frame construction, the 
Higgins Armory is believed to have been the f i r s t building in the United 
States to hav.e an exterior constructed entio-ely of steel and glass. At 
the time of the building's construction there existed widespread doubts 

-.about the safety of a steel exterior; the most prominent fear being that 
the expansion and contraction of the steel would shatter the many glass 
windows. Despite fears, the building was opened on January 12, 1931> at 
which time the offices of the Worcester Pressed Steel Company occupied 

- the lower two floors, while the John Woodman Higgins Armory Museum occu­
pied the top two floors, i , 

^ The origins of the Armory Museum trace back to the childhood of John 
Woodman Higgins, the son of Milton Higgins, a prominent local industrialist 
and educatoro Having shown a high degree of inventiveness early in his 
l i f e , John Higgins became interested in the manufacture of steel. In 1902 
Higgins and his father bought the Worcester Ferrule & Manufacturing Company;' 
which became the Worcester Pressed Steel Company. In 1905 the corapany 
moved from Main Street where Barber Avenue where Higgins developed a 
•variety of atajnpins processes to replace earlier methods of casting steel, 
• During World War I the company shifted from the manufacture of bicycle 
and automobile parts to the production of weapons. Varying i t s production 
from time to time, the coErpany remained in existence until the 1970s, 

(cont . ) 
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) 
Worcester H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty , Educat ional P i l e , cHigg ins Museum. 
Sxxnday Telegram. "11/16/1930, Section 5 , P . l (descr ipt ion of bu i ld ing 

nearing completion) 
* "Craftsmanship i n S t e e l : The John Woodman Higgins Armory i n Worcester," 

, The Newcomen Society i n America. Princeton U n i v e r s i t y 
P r e s s , 1956, 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 
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Indicate each item on inventory form v*iich is being continued below. 

9. 
While Higgins was developing his interest in the modern manufacture 

of steel parts, he became increasingly interested in past metal work, 
particulsu^ly in suits of armor. Later, upon the advice of Bashford Dean 
who developed the armory collection of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
Higgins purchased eight suits of armor from the collection of George Jay 
Gould, a purchase which formed the core of Higgins' early collection. 
In 1927 Higgins made an extensive trip to Europe both to v i s i t armory 
collections and to buy items for his own collection. By 1928 Higgins' 
collection had outgrown the space available in his home at 80 William 
Street and the plan to open a public imiseum was formed. 

In 1929-1930 Joseph Leland, a Boston architect, was hired to design 
a combined office-museum building in which both the collection of armor 
and modem manufactured products could be displayed, Higgins intended 
the museum "to comprise an historical library and a collection of objects 
illustrating the progress of the art of metal working from it s earliest 
beginnings to the present time," A strong advocate of improved industrial 
design, Higgins intended that visitors to the museum have direct access 
to the company's manufacturing plant and to exhibit modem objects which 
would "inspire industrial craftsmen," Higgins was also active in encouraging 
fine arts museums to exhibit well-designed everyday objects. 

Somewhat in contrast to the modernity of Higgins' ideas about industrial 
design, the museum's interior is constructed ̂ f stone and plaster forming 
high pointed-arch vaults, based on "Prinz Eugen's castle in Hohenwerfen, 
Austria" from which part of the collection had come. Continued acquisition 
has made the Higgins Armory collection one of tha largest private collec­
tions in the world, containing more than 157 suits of armor and li.,000 
related objects. 

Both the exceptional .quality of the museum's collection and the tanique-
ness of the Armory Building as an example of early modern architecture 
warrant the listing of this property on the National Register of Historic 
Places, even though the building is slightly less than fi f t y years old. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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mks Zfi^^ /pp'^pf^- ̂  A>pff/ r^pp^^'^^f'"^^ ̂  mmi/^)& sz-wp/PAPiis. AP^P~ 
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