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. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Roll 31

. Map. Draw sketch of building location

in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

o OTM
q/zeeaqq%aaq@

(over)

In Area no. Form no.
102-
1. Town Worcester
Address 1 John Wing Hoad
Name #ldus Hizgins ouse

5.

. Recorded by

Preseut uge HOOLihg rooms

WOLCESTEr rolytecmmic
Present owner Lnstitute
. Institute Road
- Description:  yorcester, lass.
Date 19021-1923
Style neo-Tudor - -"Period =House"
grosvenor ATTerbury ol
Architect New York _
Stomne, prickamnd

Exterior wall fabric Stucco

Outbuildings (describe) Stable/gapa &
Serli~CTT 1

Other features GtowWer with crenellatlons
carved screen over entry, carved
stone crest on tower, hall-timbering
with brick < sStucco in-Iill, leaded
casement windows, pilastered and
panelled chimneys

Altered no Date
Moved - Date
£ i Assessors!' RBook 20, p39
Lot size: Lot 2 50,000 sq. £t.(house)
Jte (zaraze)
One acre or less _/_:_O_Ogver orfetacre_il__ o
' 300!

Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street

50!

Befle Pfeiffer

Worc. Heritage Pres. Soc.

Organization

february 197
Date B




7. Original owner (if known) Aldus Chapin Hdiggins

Original use residence
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates meeting rooms (present)

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) £
Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education ‘Religion
Architectural % Exploration/ Science/
The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/ "
Communication Military humanitarian "
Community development Political _ Transportation # g

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Begun in 1921 and completed in 1923, the Aldus Higgins :ouse is the
riost elaborate of Worcestert's early twentieth century "period" houses.
Klthough plans for the house were prepared by Grosvenor Atterbury of New o
York, Aldus Higgins is believed to have sSpent a number of years making
sketches and gathering materials for the house prior to hiring Atterbury.
Unlike two other major "period" houses in Worcester (Knollwood - rorm
75-A - and the Paul lMNorgan zouse - in Lincoln Estate form 116-L) the
Higgins House is known to contain some antique European building materials,
The house's entry facade consists of two wings (set perpendicularly to
each other) containing a semi-octagonal entry tower (with crenellations)
at the wings! junction. Throughout, the building is constructed of
various materials, following the general pattern of stone (lst storey),
half-timbering with brick panels (2d storey)and half-timbering with stucco
panels (gables). The building's garden facade (south) also is made up ;
of two wings, joined at right angles by a two-storey gabled pavilion .
which contains a two-storey window with ornate tracery. Set behind this.
window 1is the house's "Great Hall", a two-and-one-half storey room con® °
taining panelling, ornately carved woodwork and a mantelpiece which was
originally part of the roof of an Itdlian monastery., At the hall's
second storey is a balcon; and organ loft., Many of the house's leaded
casements and stained-glass windows were bought in Europe and shipped
to the United States after World War I, Other features of the house's
exterior include ornate chimney pots and elaborate foliate decoration
in the stuccec of the half-timbering. Of much smaller scale, the garage
bears the same design elements as the house. Connecting the two

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, (cont.)

‘early maps, etc.)

Country Life in America, March 1926, pp.S7-59.
sunday Telegram, l.ay [, 1972 (article and photos.)
"Nutt, CT. Hdistory of Worcester, vol. III, p.4l (Higgins biography)
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1

[Property Name: Aldus Higgins

Zouse

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Q

/e * v
structures and surrounding the house are original garden walls, gates
and terraces, Shortly after its completion, the Higgins House was the
subject of an article in Country Life in America (ifarch 1626, p. 57-59)

Aldus Higgins (born 1(72) was a son of Milton Prince Higgins, a
founder of the Washburn Shops at Worcester Polytechnic Institute and
a foudder of several ma jor local industries, including Horton Company,
the Plunger Elevator Company and the Norton Grinding Company. The
vounger Higgins attended Worcester Polytechnic Institute, from which
he graduated in 1893, rrom 1593 until 1295, Aldus Higgins studied law
in Washington, D.C., 2lso serving at this time as an assistant examiner
in the United States Patent O0ffice., In 1f%c Higgins was admitted to
the bar, and after an extensive trip opened a law office in Worcester
in 1297, Eventually Higgins gave up his private practice to serve as
general counsel in the Norton Company, during a period of growth and
re-organization of the firm. iHilggins eventually became the company's
president, also serving as treasurer of the Sanford Alley Stoker
Companye.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304




