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BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Area CBD

NR Ind. #7H-060
Lt 651-657 Washington
ADDRESS 2-22 Boylston Sgpr. Boylston Sq. (alley,

/ﬁ-\« " NAME Boylston Building (same)
7 ' present original
MAP No. 24N/12E SUB AREA Theatre
i ; s DATE 1887 Building Permit
| ; . ; source
(Photo) ARCHITECT Carl Fehmer s
source

BUILDER Woodbury & Leighton "

source
Boylston Century Building Trust
OWNER Market Assoc/
original present

proTocraPES 97 T

Ward 3 E'ameg # 4908 UTM#19/330040/4690690
Ind. Ref.

TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck tem apt.
(non-residential)  mercantile and manufacturing

NO. OF STORIES (lst to cormice) 4 plus

& ROOF figt cupola dormers
) a

MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl
(Other) brick Gtoney sandstone concrete iron/steel/alum.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION Freestanding Nova Scotia sandstone proto-Commercial Style
design with Renaissance and Romanesque detailing, with 7 structural

bays on Boylston (188 ft) and 3 on Washington (82 ft.). Iron post and
beam storefronts largely obscured, 2nd floor paired recessed round-arched
windows; 3rd fl. rectangular wmdows with plain molded architraves;2-story
arches at level 4-5 in groups of 2-3, heavy cornice followed by 6th fl.

EXTERIOR ALTERATION (@minmor - moderat® drastic arcade & plain cornice
(storefronts obscured) :
CONDITION(good) fair poor LOT AREA 15,390 sq. feet

NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS Freestanding building in prominent corner
location enhanced by recent construction of plaza in front. Stone veneer
on Washington and Boylston elevations only. Across from Liberty Tree Block.

SIGNIFICANCE. (cont'd on reverse) The Boylston Bldg
is significant as a distinguished design by a

i) : example of the transition from traditional
P : 4 : :

: load-bearing masonry construction o the
{3 : commerci%l st¥le skeleton-framed building
PR : ploneered by the Chicago School. as an
;),’ important urban design element, and, histori-

Bulfinch's Boylston Market, which occupied
the same site from 1810 until construction

Q‘@ of the present structure. _
T TDECT y?ﬁ@fﬁﬂ

I ... s S TR PN S SO ) g

(RD) June, 1979 &




Moved; date if known

Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Ezploration/ Science/
The Arts settlement invention
Commerce X Industry Social/
Communication Military bumanitarian
Community/ Political Transportation
development

ificance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Archl ect Carl Fehmer (1835-7) was born and educated in Germany, began
practice in Boston in 1870, and was responsible for a number of downtown commer-
cial buildings and Back Bay residences, most notably the Govehor Ames Mansion at
Commonwealth and Mass. Ave. His design for the Boylston Bldg. inciludes .features
of the emergent Chicago commercial style but has its roots in the eclectic,
ornamental masonry bulldlng tradition and displays some wariness of the new
construction methods in its use of load-bearing walls on the alley facade. -

The bulldlng was built for the Boylston Market Association, which had been
formed in the early 19th century to construct the Bulfinch-designed Boylston
Market, one of the city's three major trading centers, formerly on the same site
The new building replaced the 1810 Federal structure and was intended to serve
retail uses on the ground floor with office or wholesale space above. At
the turn-of-the-century the building was occupied by numerous wholesale 3
clothing dealers.

Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity
for public use and enjoyment, protectiom, utilities, context)

Designated a Boston City Landmark, 1977
Recommended for Individual National Register Listing

Present Status: Building is occupied on the ground floor by adult
entertainment and other uses and is vacant above. Its significance,
location, condition and Landmark status make it a clear candidate for
adaptive re-use.

Blbliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's

records, early maps, etc.)

1) Report of the Boston Landmarks Commission on the Potential
Designation of the Boylston Building as a Landmark (revised report
of 11/30/1977)




9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheets, Section 9 “TM NBT VER!H-D
TIra
S HRENOTYER

10. Geographical Data

see individual and area forms

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name _Boston South Quadrangle scale 1"=25,000'
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i
% Verbal boundary description and justification The southern boundary of the Theatre Area starts atla
oint on Washington St., 520' south of. the intersection of Kneeland & Wash1ngton From this point it
uns due west along an arbitrary straight-Tine to a point on Charles St. South 442' south of Stuart
treet. From thence it follows. Char]es St. South one block north to the 1ntersect1on of Stuart St.,

List all states and counties for propertles ovorlappmg state or county boumlaﬂes

state code county code

state : . code county code

11. Form Prepared By

j j : ; ok by Eam%gg Fox MY ,
name/title Candace Jenkins, Registration Director os Landmarks Commission |
~ organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone, (617) 727-8470

city or town BOStqn 2 state MA 021 08.

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this prt:pe}uithln the st\ay
—_national V7 state > local

As the deslgnated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set fort the Heritage Conservation and Recreatlon Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature /,0/? OA‘;{)
- 7 7

title : - -~ date

GPO 938 835
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National Register Write-up Send-back Enterad e :
Federal Register Entry 2. A 8§+ Bamcubnett _UEC 9 1999

United States Department of the Interior —-Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000272
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Ms. Dinah Seiver

c/o Foley, Hoag, and Eliot
10 Post Office Square
Boston, Massachusetts 02109

Dear Ms. Seiver:

Thank you for your inquiry of September 8, 1981, concerning the Boylston
Building, 2-22 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts.

We are pleased to inform you that the Boylston Building was entered in the

National Register of Historic Places as part of the Boston Theater Multiple
Resource Area on December 9, 1980. Notice of this listing is scheduled to

appear in the "Federal Register" on February 2, 1982,

If we can be of further assistance to you, please let us know. We appreciate
your interest in historic preservation.

Sincerely yours,

Carol D. Shull (Sed. )

Carol D. Shull
Acting Keeper of the National
Register

cc: Mrs. Patricia Weglowski
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
- 294 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108
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" _BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NR



