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The Winchester Savings Barik is a free standing Romanesque Revival structure of irregular 
plan located: at the comer of Mount Vernon Street and Winchester Place. Situated 
in the central business district of VJinchester, i t is closely surrounded by commercial 
and civic structures. The one story red brick building stands on a foundation of 
rough faced sandstone blocks and is trimmed with sandstone as well. The multi-gabled 
roof is covered with slate and is pierced at its southem end by a t a l l paneled and 
corbeled chimney. Sash, unless otherwise noted, is 1/1 and has been replaced. 

The facade of the bank faces south on Tfeunt Vemon Street and is set off from that 
street by a low sandstone wall. I t is focused on a crossed gable at i t s eastem 
end and a round one story tower at its westem end. The entrance, located in 
the gable section, is recessed within a barrel vault vhich is supported by a series 
of three short, paired columns on each side. Approached by a flight of five granite 
steps, the original door has been replaced by a plate glass version. The words 
"Winchester Savings Bank" appear on the broad face of the entrance arch which is .., 
further emphasized by a heavily molded archivolt. Next to the entrance is a t r i ­
partite window, consisting of a standard size central section with narrower flanking 
lights. These are surmounted by a sandstone transom and fixed lights vAiich carry 
a heavy sandstone l i n t e l and a dentilled comice. A palladian window with heavy 
sandstone trim is located in the gable. 

The tower, which is constructed coirpletely of sandstone, contains three round arched 
windows which are linked by a continuous transom, voisseurs and archivolts. Its 
conical roof is supported by brackets which project above a decorative egg and dart 
molding and a row of dentils. The tower is separated from the gable section by a 
narrow bay containing a single window with a sandstone l i n t e l and dentilled comice. 

The west elevation has two projecting hip roofed pavillions (added in 1964-5) each 
with a series of round arched windows with single pane sash set in recessed panels. 
An original round arched window with a heavy archivolt and wide voisseurs lights 
the section between the pavillions and the tower. The rear elevation is l i t by 
three unarticulated rectangular windows. The east elevation is blank with the ex­
ception of a door at its southem end. • -

Alterations were made to the building in 1936 and 1964-65. In 1936 an e l l was 
added to the rear elevation to house new vaults. In 1964-5 one story pavillions 
were added to the east and west elevations and the interior remodeled. The addi­
tions have been sympathetic and have not substantially disturbed the original 
character of the building. . • 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Winchester Savings Bank retains integrity of location, setting, design, 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and is an excellent example 
of the Richardsonian Romanesque style adapted to a small scale structure. 
I t became the f i r s t bank in Winchester vdien i t was established in 1871 to 
meet the needs of a growing population of factory workers and suburbanites 
commuting to Boston on the Boston, Lowell and Nashua Railway. The present 
building, constructed in 1892, was also the f i r s t structure in Winchester 
to be used only for banking purposes. ' ' 

The bank was conceived in 1870 by a group of prominent businessmen including 
David Skillings, Stephen Cutter, James Dwinnel, A.K.P. Joy, Henry Cutter 
and John Cobb. The Winchester Record reported in 1885 that "previous to 1870 
a gentleman of the town upon solicitation, accomodated parties by receiving 
such sums as were offered him, and holding for the benefit of the owner, until 
their want required the retum. This money, but for him, might have been 
squandered and lost, simply because the depositors had not the capacity to 
invest and care for i t themselves." In 1870 this gentleman fomed the bank 
and presented a petition to the Legislature for a charter. This was re­
ceived in 1871 and the bank was opened in a room rented in a house belonging 
to Stephen Cutter, one of the f i r s t vice-presidents. 

By 1880 the bank had outgrown its quarters and rented space in the newly com­
pleted Brown and Stanton Block in Winchester Center, i>hich s t i l l stands and 
houses a variety of comnercial enterprises. By 1890 the bank had outgrown 
its facilities again, and purchased a piece of land on the comer of Mount 
Vemon Street and Winchester Place from Mary Ann and Andrew Shephard v3io 
owned a residence on the site. 

The architects of the present building were members of the Blaikie family \Aio 
had come from Nova Scotia in the 1850's to settle in Somerville. By 1890, 
two of the brothers. Dexter Pratt and Edwin K. Blaikie had moved to Winchester 
viiere Dexter became a successful house builder. Edwin K. and a third brother, 
William E. Blaikie, who were architects with an office in Boston, were re­
sponsible for the design of the Winchester Savings Bank. They were listed 
as partners in the Boston directories until 1902 after which Edwin was listed 
alone until 1914. Although their office was in Boston, the Blaikies apparently 
did most of their work in the surburbs, with only one Back Bay apartment 
building definitely attributed to them. 
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